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During the cold winter months cats will often seek out
any warm space they can find. One particularly
irresistible lure seems to be the cosy confines of a
warm car engine. Unfortunately, cats that seek shelter
under the bonnets of cars can then be injured or killed
when that car is started. Help keep your own and your
neighbourhood cats safe this winter by tapping the
bonnet of your car before you start the engine.

WINTER CAT WARNING
At this time of year please check under your
car and wheel arches for cats trying to keep
warm, before you set off on your journey!
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Letter from the Editor

Welcome to the March 2022 issue of ‘My Pet
Matters’ - The monthly Newsletter that brings
you and your pet closer.

This month we feature ‘Whispering Willows
Senior Dog Sanctuary’ - A woman who has
turned her home into a Dog Hospice and cares
for 80 pooches at once! We meet a dog lover
who has created a genius tracking app to find
missing pups, and we meet Diego - London’s
‘biggest dog’! Plus much much more!

Every month we bring you pet news,
interesting articles and features, what’s 
on, handy tips, expert opinions and advice,
finance information, pet product promotions,
travel, art, fun and games and much more for
you to getting to know your pet better.

Plus there is our Charity of the Month. 
(See page 20 for details).

And why not receive future issues of ‘My Pet
Matters? It’s absolutely FREE! Just visit:
www.mypetmatters.co.uk and click on
‘Newsletter’.

I hope you enjoy reading ‘My Pet Matters’ and
wish you all the best for you and your furry
friends.

The Editor - My Pet Matters

My        MattersPet

PS. Do you have an interesting story about

you r pet? Or anything else you may want to

contribute to any of our topics? If so please

email us to: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk

and we may use it in a futu re issue!

My Pet Matters is a Newsletter published by Clearlight Media. Unit 1, Alton Road Industrial Estate, Ross-on-Wye HR9 5NB.
email: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk Web: www.mypetmatters.co.uk 3

Do you have a Pet Event near you? Let us

know by email: a rticles@mypetmatters.co.uk

CRUFTS - The world's largest dog show is back!
10th - 13th March 2022
NEC Birmingham

The BIGGEST and BEST dog show in the world is back! Get your
tickets now to Crufts 2022 for an unforgettable day out full of
furry fun. From 10th-13th March watch over 22,000 dogs
compete for the world famous title of Crufts Best in Show
Champion, plus enjoy hundreds of trade stands full of wonderful
products for both you and your canine pal. You can also watch
pawsome pups raise the roof of the NEC with Agility, Flyball,
Heelwork to Music and inspiring doggy displays. Thinking of
buying a puppy? You can meet 200 different dog breeds at the
Discover Dog area, in association with Frontline; say ‘hello’ to
your favourites and get to know the breeds you’ve never before
heard of! It’s the perfect family day out AND under 8s go FREE.

Day 1 - Thursday 10th March - Working and Pastoral breeds
Day 2 - Friday 11th March - Terrier and Hound breeds
Day 3 - Saturday 12th March - Toy and Utility breeds
Day 4 - Sunday 13th March - Gundog breeds

Each day runs from 8.15am to 6.30pm, though Best In Show is
from 4.45pm to 9pm Each day also features an Obedience Ring
starting at 8.15am.

Tickets: www.crufts.org.uk

You'll need to leave your pooch at home however, as the only
dogs allowed in Crufts are those invited by the Kennel Club, or
assistance dogs.

Shopping Heaven - over 400 stands with special treats and
offers for you and your dog.

Fantastic Family Fun in the Arena - jam packed with agility,
flyball, displays and competitions including the Scruffts final!

Eukanuba Discover Dogs - come meet, greet and discover over
200 breeds.

Best in Show - over 22,000 dogs striving for the title of Crufts
Best in Show 2022.



Yet Omicron has affected search protocols used by the Ohio-based
Bio-Detection K9, a company that trained dogs to identify crop
diseases prior to the pandemic, and that began providing Covid
detection services in October 2020 to clients including Nascar and
the rock bands Metallica and Tool.

“Omicron more than any other variant has changed the biology of
the infection,” explains the company’s president, Jerry Johnson. 

Prior to Omicron, Johnson’s team of 14 dogs were trained to
approach a line of people and sniff their hands or feet - where
humans have many sweat glands - before sitting in front of those
they considered infected. 

Because Omicron is expressed less through the lungs, which
transfer the virus throughout the body and into our sweat, and more
through the bronchial tube, people must now offer the dogs their
worn mask for a sniff.

Johnson’s dogs are able to screen between 200 and 300 people an
hour, and require breaks every 20 minutes to maintain their
enthusiasm for the job. 

When they work with musicians, the dogs are not screening
audience members at live shows; rather, they hang out backstage,
focusing on a much smaller group of talent, engineers and
entourage.

“This is not a tool that you’re going to use to get 70,000 fans into
the Rose Bowl,” says Johnson. “But we can be very effective if
you’re trying to maintain a protective bubble.” 

That efficacy comes at a price; the daily rate for one of Bio-Detection
K9’s teams -comprising one dog and its trainer - is $5,000.

Based on his experience with detector dogs, Johnson has a theory
that canines are particularly adept at finding viruses because of a
biological predisposition towards identifying and avoiding disease
among their ranks. 

The logic is that a wolf in the wild couldn’t care less about cocaine
and explosives, or other things we train dogs to find, but would be
naturally interested in the health of their pack.

Some institutions are training their own dogs to detect Covid, such
as the Freetown-Lakeville regional school district in Massachusetts,
which worked with FIU to turn Labradors Huntah and Duke into
school safety inspectors last summer.

Dogs are not yet an FDA-approved diagnostic tool, so if they flag
someone as infected, that person still must take a Covid-19 test to
confirm it. 

However, some research indicates that dogs may be more sensitive
to the virus than PCR tests, identifying infected individuals even
before they have amassed sufficient viral load to register on a test.

(Story source: The Guardian)

Carrasco said it was during those brief periods out of the anaesthetic
water when he could use a dental bur - a tool often made from
diamond for cutting bone or teeth - to saw off half her upper beak.
Once the hour-long procedure was over, Goldie was moved to
another large bowl filled with water from her home tank to recover
from the anaesthetic.

“She responded well and there was no stress at all,” said Carrasco.
“Within five minutes, she was able to stay up right in the water and
within 10 minutes she was back to happily swimming around. Goldie
was back home and eating well within two hours.”

Goldie is now well settled back home in her tank in Leybourne, much
to the relief of her owner. Byatt said: “About three months ago, we
noticed her front beak was growing very quickly, even though she
was eating cockle in shell every day.

“We aren’t sure why Goldie’s teeth never really managed to grind
themselves naturally, but we knew we needed to get them filed,
although we were unsure about how to achieve this.”

He said he was initially unsure about transporting the tropical fish
to the surgery due to the risks involved. “We’re just thrilled to have
Goldie back home. She is thriving back in her tank and none the
worse for her visit to the dentist.’

(Story source: The Guardian)
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The Guardian reports that with a sense of smell up to 100,000 times
more sensitive than humans’, dogs have been employed in the
service of sniffing out everything from contraband to crop molds to
cancer.

Yet while researchers first began exploring whether canines could
be effective agents in the fight against Covid-19 early in the
pandemic, only in recent months have conclusive, peer-reviewed
studies begun verifying the hypothesis that dogs know Covid when
they smell it.

In late 2021, scientists at Florida International University published
a double-blind study of canine Covid detection in which the four
participating pups demonstrated a 97.5% accuracy rate in
identifying biomarkers associated with Covid-19.

“It’s one of the highest percentages I’ve ever seen, and I’ve been
doing this work for over 25 years with all kinds of detector dogs,”
says FIU’s Dr Ken Furton, a leading scholar in forensic chemistry
specializing in scent detection. “It’s really remarkable.”

Another study from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine found dogs could identify Covid 82%-94% of the time,
whereas recent German research put their success rate at 95%.

Dogs are capable of generalizing odors, meaning they can detect all
currently known Covid-19 variants, similar to how they can
recognize all manner of explosives when trained, explains Furton.

The Guardian reports that a pufferfish had to undergo emergency
dental work after her teeth grew so big she was unable to eat.

The owner of Goldie the porcupine pufferfish, Mark Byatt, 64, rushed
her to the vets in Kent after noticing she was losing weight because
her long teeth prevented her from eating properly.

Medics at Sandhole Veterinary Centre in Snodland, Kent, confirmed
the five-year-old pufferfish’s teeth needed to be sawed down. 
They sedated her using a water bowl filled with a mild anaesthetic
solution, so they could cut off one inch from her teeth.

The veterinary surgeon Daniel Calvo Carrasco, who specialises in
caring for exotic pets, said: “Porcupine pufferfish teeth are known
as beaks and grow continuously throughout their lives.

“They’re usually kept short naturally, as they’re worn down on their
regular diet of hard-shelled foods, but, while these foods are
provided in her home environment, she is not as forthcoming in
eating them as her other tankmates.

“As a result, her upper beak grew to the point where it was hindering
her ability to eat effectively.”

To calm Goldie during the procedure, the water was kept well
oxygenated. “This meant she was still breathing nicely throughout,
but was able to be held for brief periods out of the water without
becoming too stressed,” Carrasco said.

The veterinary nurse Debbie Addison held Goldie in a damp towel
to prevent her from drying out - and provide a layer of protection if
Goldie’s “puff up” defensive mode is activated. When they feel
threatened or distressed, pufferfish can inflate to double their size
to deter predators.

‘A protective bubble’:
Covid-sniffing dogs help
scientists - and Metallica -
spot infection
Researchers find four dogs can identify
biomarkers associated with the virus with
97.5% accuracy.

Long in the tooth: 
Goldie the pufferfish has
emergency dental work
Veterinary surgeon in Kent sawed an inch 
off her teeth after owner realised they had
grown too long for her to eat.

During the cold winter months cats will often seek out
any warm space they can find. One particularly
irresistible lure seems to be the cosy confines of a
warm car engine. Unfortunately, cats that seek shelter
under the bonnets of cars can then be injured or killed
when that car is started. Help keep your own and your
neighbourhood cats safe this winter by tapping the
bonnet of your car before you start the engine.

WINTER CAT WARNING
At this time of year please check under your
car and wheel arches for cats trying to keep
warm, before you set off on your journey!

Do you have an interesting story about your

pet? Or anything else you may want to

contribute to a ny of ou r topics? If so please

email us to: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk

and we may use it in a future issue!



'Once the target had been neutralised, the SAS withdrew and were
picked up by the choppers. The dog was in a bad way, bleeding from
gunshot or blast injuries. But he survived and was sent back to the
UK.'

The Ministry of Defence said it does not comment on the SAS.

(Story source: Daily Mail)

“Arse,” I say. As I speak a second medium screw falls from my
mouth, bounces once on the brick patio and lands in front of the
cat. He bats it away into the darkness, and looks up at me. “If you’re
not part of the solution,” I say, “you’re part of the problem.”

Finally, with the open door pinched between my knees and my arms
stretched at full length, I manage to finesse the pieces into an
arrangement that allows two medium screws to span the distance
between them. With everything tightened, the new cat flap is firmly
secured in place.

“Allow me to demonstrate,” I say to the cat, pushing a finger against
the flap from the outside in. 

The flap does not move. I find my wife at her computer. “Have you
put it in already?” she says. “Well done.”

“It has a magnetic lock,” I say. “You have to be wearing a special
collar to go through it.”

“Yeah,” my wife says. “It’s to stop other people’s cats getting in.”

“Our cat is too stupid to use a regular cat flap,” I say.
“I know,” she says.

“And it only comes with one collar,” I say. “What about the dog?”

“It was the only kind they make that matched the measurements you
gave me,” she says.

“How did you imagine this working out?” I say.

“I figured you could just dismantle the mechanism,” she says.

“Did you,” I say.

“I did,” she says.

There are few things more dispiriting than one of my wife’s sudden
demonstrations of faith in my abilities - they are infrequent, but they
are wholly random and largely misplaced. 

With the new cat flap now uninstalled, I sit down at the kitchen table
with the parts. 

The magnetic lock is, as you might imagine, not designed to be got
at. A lot of ugly prying and cracking must take place to gain access. 

Once I’m in, though, I find myself fascinated by the simple beauty
of the mechanism, by the little weighted seesaw that holds the lock
in position, and the magnet that counteracts it when a suitably
collared pet approaches. I look up to find the cat sitting on the table
watching me.

“Miaow,” it says.

“Believe me,” I say. “You wouldn’t get it.”

(Story source: The Guardian)
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The Daily Mail reports that the unnamed sergeant carried the
wounded Belgian shepherd dog 50 yards through territory in
Afghanistan that was under fire. After getting to a helicopter, he then
saved the dog by stemming the blood loss from its wounds.

There is an unbreakable bond between handlers and their dogs.'

The gallantry came while the SAS was targeting 14 Taliban militants
south of Kabul last year before coalition forces exited Afghanistan.
The militants were reported to be executing locals who helped
government troops in a fortified compound.

Helicopters carrying SAS and Afghan commandos landed and were
immediately attacked by the Taliban. The dog had been sent to flush
out a sniper by following laser dots projected by the handler.

The dog successfully got the Taliban sniper out from his cover where
the militant was shot dead. The animal was reportedly seeking out
another target when it was hit.

The source added: 'It was badly injured and bleeding profusely.
'The handler ran across, picked up the dog and carried him to a safe
area.

Metro reports that yes, the aisle might be more practical and allow
for easier toilet breaks, but nothing compares to gazing out at the
clouds and the golden sunrise as you hurtle through the air at
30,000ft - it’s magical.

One young pup got to experience the thrill of staring down at the
earth from a great height on his first ever flight. Golden Retriever
puppy Louie was living his best life on his debut plane ride as his
owner Amanda Vargas captured the excited pooch peeking out of
the window as the sun started to set.

Amanda, 28, from Colorado, US, travelled with Louie, back to his
forever home on a plane after she first picked him up from the
breeder. Then, just over eight-weeks-old, Louie can be seen peering
out of the window while on Amanda’s lap as the sun sets. 
How romantic.

Amanda says: ‘We had a long travel day, which delayed our flight
home. ‘I noticed the sunset, since our flight left later than expected,
and Louie looked out the window on my lap. ‘Not many people saw
Louie because we were in the front of the plane, but the flight
attendants loved him and the person next to us said he didn’t even
notice him at first because he was so quiet and well behaved.

‘We were not technically allowed to take Louie out of his crate but I
took my chances and put him in my lap. Absolutely no one
complained and the flight attendants were great about it, too.’

Louie is now happy in his new home with Amanda, and even has a
big brother to play with - Leo, another Golden Retriever. The lovable
brothers have matching harnesses and love going on walks together
and playing with each other. So, it’s safe to say Louie is settling in
very well indeed.

(Story source: Metro)

The Guardian reports that Tim Dowling is on his hands and knees
on the kitchen floor, trying to install a new cat flap while the cat
watches. “The central ring section is adjustable,” I tell the cat. 
“You know, depending on the thickness of your door.” The cat looks
at me, then at the flap.

“For the same reason it comes with three sets of screws - short,
medium and long,” I say. “I don’t have to measure because I have
the screws from the old flap, which are clearly medium.” The cat
yawns, ostentatiously.

The old cat flap was wrecked when the dog crashed through it in the
middle of the night and ended up wearing it like a skirt. The cat never
really mastered the old flap anyway - he sat in front of it for hours,
delicately prying it open with one claw and watching it fall back into
place. “You don’t pull, you push it, you idiot,” I would say. The cat
didn’t listen.

The new flap won’t be any easier to work out, because it is as near
to exactly like the old one as possible: same make, same size. 
The actual model is out of production, but this, I’m assured by wife,
is the closest match. I want the replacement process to be seamless
- like for like. I don’t want to have to saw a bigger hole, or buy a new
door. 

When I take the new flap out of the box I am gratified to see how
much it resembles its predecessor. It appears to be put together the
same way the old one came apart, so the instructions are
superfluous. But nothing is that simple. The tolerances between hole
and housing are tight: all the components need to be precisely
aligned to meet in the middle, and this is difficult to manage when
they are on either side of a door. It doesn’t help that my assistant is
a cat.

I move outside, with the cat following, and drop to my knees on the
wet brick. It’s dark already, and a light rain is falling. I push a medium
length screw into its intended hole, but it doesn’t find the
corresponding threaded slot in the component on the inside of the
door. Plastic creaks alarmingly when I try to tighten it.

Tail of valour: SAS dog
handler who ran through
hail of bullets to save
canine that was shot
after flushing out Taliban
sniper in Kabul is set for
bravery medal
An SAS canine handler who ran into the line
of fire to save a dog is being lined up for a
gallantry medal.

Tim Dowling: the cat and
I are both struggling with
the new cat flap
When I take it out of its box, I’m gratified to
see how much it resembles its predecessor -
so the instructions are superfluous, right?

Adorable puppy enjoys
his first flight on a plane -
and even gets a window
seat
Everyone loves getting a window seat on 
a plane.



She now looks after up to 80 pooches at once.

Valerie Reid, 44, started the non-profit Whispering Willows Senior
Dog Sanctuary after she struggled to find a home for her family’s
ageing Doberman. She now cares for dogs who have spent long
periods in shelters, whose owners have died or have moved into
retirement homes. 

‘The dogs live with us openly and go between the two buildings,’
Valerie says. ‘Anywhere we go they go and are treated as part of the
family.

‘The best part is the transformation they go through when they know
that they are safe and loved.’

FIve dogs are taken in each week on average, with the same
number of deaths.

’Our vision is to help people prepare for end of life, none of us
are guaranteed tomorrow,’ she explains.

‘We get to send our seniors off in comfort and love. Yes, it hurts
but it is an honour to love and care for them.’
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Whispering Willows: Woman turns
home into dog hospice and now
cares for 80 pooches at once
A woman who can’t handle the thought of old dogs dying alone has
turned her home into a dog hospice. 

Valerie, who is also the charity’s president, remodelled kitchens
and owned an interior design store before setting up the
sanctuary in 2017.

The idea first sprung to mind when she struggled to find a new
home for her father’s Doberman when he passed. 

‘My husband and I were at our city’s pet limit and we were unable
to take her,’ Valerie recalls. ‘We looked everywhere for any rescue
that would help but due to her age, none would take her.

‘Finally, a foster from one of the rescues had heard the dilemma
and wanted to help out. ‘My dad’s Doberman lived another year
and a half happily on her farm.’

It was then she began to reassess her future plans. 

‘It started me thinking about what happens to senior dogs, who
were once beloved pets,’ she says. 

‘I had wanted to help those that were in a situation like my Dad
and could truly no longer care for their beloved senior dogs, but
then my eyes were opened to just how many dogs out there
needed help. ‘It truly is a forgotten segment of the rescue world.’

To make her vision a reality, Valerie and her husband Josh Reid,
42, moved from Kansas City in Missouri to Hermitage. 

Their new home is 3,000 square feet, with a 1,700 square foot
outbuilding to house the dogs and Valerie contacted a local vet
to help with medical costs.

Whispering Willows officially opened its doors on July 19, 2017,
and now has up to 80 dogs at any one time.

‘The sanctuary truly evolved and became bigger and bigger than
I had ever thought,’ Valerie says. ‘I love having so many little
hearts that love us back.’

The sanctuary now employs 17 full-time staff that offer 24-hour
care and dogs are brought in from all walks of life. 

Since opening, Valerie and her team have made over 790 dogs
comfortable when the time comes for them to pass. They also
take a clay paw print and a watercolour painting of each one.

‘Our goal is for them to leave this earth knowing they were
cherished,’ she says. ‘We hold each one and usually cry together.
They are family members and all of us love them.’

Valerie hopes that she can help others to think about what will
happen to their pets if something were to happen to them. 

‘All of us need to plan for the future, that not only includes
spouses and children but also beloved pets,’ she explains. 
‘Death is not scary, it is a privilege to grow old and we all must
face death someday. ‘We help as many senior dogs as we can
but we are overwhelmed with the quantity and then the medical
expenses. ‘We hope to raise awareness showing the great need
for senior care as well as awareness for our sanctuary.’

(Article source: Metro)
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At what point is his barking too much? And what can I do to help
him tone it down a bit? This is a question many of us are asking,
with dog ownership soaring since the start of the pandemic. 
“Some people can be very intolerant of their dog barking, particular
if they are getting complaints from their neighbours,” says Ryan
Neile, head of behaviour at the animal welfare charity Blue Cross.
I have decided to sit down with Oz to try to work out exactly what
his barks are telling me - to listen to his barks and work out what I
am missing. So, first, what exactly is a barking dog trying to
achieve?

Before writing a book about dog cognition, I had lumped barking in
a box named “attention-getting device” and left it at that. I had
considered a dog’s bark to be a short, sharp “HEY!”, evolved to draw
attention to situations in which there is uncertainty -  a sudden noise
to alert their owner of danger. 

But now I see that this idea is a bit debasing, because there are many
different styles of barking. Oz has a delivery-driver bark, for instance.
In the words of dog scientists, the delivery-driver bark is a “harsh,
low-frequency, unmodulated” noise - deep and low, in other words.
Its deepness tells strangers a story (or lie in this case) of a big dog
with a deep chest that probably has sharp teeth, so you had best
run away.

Oz has another bark for the family when he wants our attention. 
If, for instance, his ball has rolled underneath the sofa, he opts for
a higher pitch. No less loud or urgent, just less… foreboding. 
He has other barks. Sometimes, when playing, Oz might let out a
few quick yaps at other dogs: “Hey! Play!” he seems to say. Often it
works; the friendly dogs come over and Oz has lots of fun.
So, although it is loud and a bit annoying, I wouldn’t want to deny
Oz his natural means of expression. I just want him, occasionally,
to tone it down a bit.

“Barking is a normal behaviour for dogs, so you can’t expect them
not to bark at all,” says Dr Zazie Todd, the author of Wag: The
Science of Making Your Dog Happy. She advises exploring the
situations in which the dog barks and thinking about the practical
solutions.

Is it the doorbell? Set up predictable situations, such as having
friends over, in which you can teach better behaviour (expect it to
take practice and plenty of rewards). Is it when neighbouring cats
walk past the window? Try adding a screen to the window. Is it the
noise of other dogs barking? Try leaving the radio on. Is it when you
leave your dog alone? Build up slowly to such periods, working
gradually, with warmth, positivity and (again) lots of treats.

“Don’t yell at your dog!” Todd says. So-called “aversive training
techniques”, including bark collars, have varying levels of success
and don’t tend to solve the underlying issues (including fear) that
can be at play in many dogs that bark excessively. As well as the
above, Blue Cross’s official advice includes encouraging noisy dogs
(through treats, believe it or not) to focus on neutral tasks, such as
playing fetch or going to their bed, in situations when their barking
becomes problematic. 

For attention-seeking dogs, barking should never be rewarded with
attention - this includes shouting back. In time, your attention
becomes a reward dished out only upon calm behaviour. If all else
fails, seek help from an accredited animal behaviour expert or a vet.

Does the breed have an impact? “Some breeds are much ‘chattier’
than others,” says Holly Root-Gutteridge, a postdoctoral dog
researcher at the University of Lincoln. Loud breeds include jack
russells, chihuahuas and German shepherds. Quieter breeds include
cavalier king charles spaniels, shiba inus and labradors. I notice that
Oz, a lurcher, is on the list of quieter dogs, yet he appears to have
plenty to say.

“Regardless of breeds, some dogs are just big talkers, so it’s good
to look at why they’re talking and consider whether it’s related to
something we can change,” Root-Gutteridge suggests. “If your dog
is barking a lot, there may be a reason that isn’t obvious, like he’s
under-exercised or he’s responding to some outside noises that you
might not have picked up on.”

Oz does bark a bit more in the afternoons, I realise, before we go
out for his long walk. Perhaps two medium-sized walks, rather than
one longer one, would help? Also, I should probably spend more
time playing with his tug-rope in the mornings, once the kids have
left for school. I resolve to make a few changes.

As I write these words, he looks at me from the sofa, his legs like
flagpoles pointing to the ceiling, his woolly head ruffled into the gap
between the back of the chair and a cushion. I get up, walk over and
gently tickle his tummy. With his adoring eyes and a wag of the tail,
he gives me a warm look that says: “Hey!” in a different kind of
language.

“Hey!” I say back.

Finally, I am reading him loud and clear.

(Article source: The Guardian)

The interview begins in uneasy silence, as we stare across at each
other from our comfy armchairs. It is not exactly Frost/Nixon,
because he is a dog. Being up on the furniture should be a treat for
him, but we lost that battle long ago.

I repeat my question again: “Why do you bark so much?”

Oz, our Hairy Maclary-like lurcher, tilts his head a little, but remains
silent. Perhaps if I were to impersonate a delivery driver and knock
on the door, he would speak up. Or if I were to yelp and scream like
a fox in the night. Or drive a motorbike past the house. Then he
would be in fits of raucous barking loud enough to make the whole
neighbourhood shake. 

From yaps to howls: What your
dog’s bark means - and how to 
get them to tone it down
With the rise in dog ownership has come a rise in doggy noise. 
Could interpreting their growls and yelps make life more harmonious?
And how do you stop them barking at delivery drivers?
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We begin with a task superficially reminiscent of the cup and
ballgame favoured by small-time conmen. Amy West, a PhD student
at the centre, places two flower pots a few metres in front of Calisto,
and appears to pop something under each. However, only one
actually contains a tasty morsel.

West points at the pot under which the sausage lurks, and I drop
Calisto’s lead. The puppy makes a beeline for the correct pot.

But according to Dr Juliane Kaminski, reader in comparative
psychology at the University of Portsmouth, this was not
unexpected.

“A chimpanzee is our closest living relative - they ignore gestures
like these coming from humans entirely,” she says. “But dogs don’t.”
That appears to be the result of domestication, she adds, with
puppies even younger than Calisto showing the same response, yet
wolves do not - even if they have been raised by humans.

“Dogs have been selected to pay attention to our gesturing,
information that is coming from us,” she says.

A key question, Kaminski added, is whether dogs and children
understand gestures in the same way.

“That in some sense also helps us understand our own species a
bit better,” she says, adding the comparison to other animals - and
in particular dogs - can help shed light on which aspects are unique
about human communication.

In the next experiment Calisto watches as West places cheese under
one pot, and reveals the other is empty. West then swaps the pots
around.

The experiment investigates whether dogs understand the idea of
“object permanence” - the realisation that, in this case, the treat has
moved with the flower pot.

“We’ve done this with dogs, in quite a large group of dogs, and they
struggle,” says Kaminski.

Calisto, however, picks the correct pot on three out of four attempts.
Kaminski is cautious. Perhaps, she says, Calisto was a bit too close
to the pots and could smell the treat.

While many dogs find the experiment tough, that too has yielded
insights. Some of Kaminksi’s most famous work was with Rico the
border collie, a dog with an incredible ability to learn the names of
items.

“I found him on German TV, basically,” she says.

At first Kaminski thought Rico was picking correct objects based on
cues from humans - similar to the case of “Clever Hans”, a horse
who appeared to have incredible intelligence.

But Kaminski’s work revealed Rico really was using the spoken word
to select specific objects: he learned the labels of more than 200
items. And he wasn’t the only dog with the ability, as a number of
research teams have shown with various breeds.

Kaminski and colleagues are now looking to find other such canines,
having recently launched a project called “Finding Rico”.

“I don’t expect us to find more than 50 dogs worldwide that can do
this,” Kaminski says.

But while Rico was smart at learning labels, Kaminski notes he
struggled with the idea of object permanence. Cleverness in canines,
it seems, is complex.

“It is not that we are thinking that we have like an Einstein dog in
front of us that knows everything,” said Kaminski. “We think we
have dogs that have a special skill or a special set of skills that
enables them to be very good at learning labels.”

Calisto’s skill appears to be pulling the puppy dog eyes. But maybe
that’s not surprising - Kaminski’s work has also revealed dogs
produce more facial expressions when someone is looking at them,
in particular raising their eyebrows which makes their eyes look
bigger. Is it a deliberate ploy?

“I think that they have some voluntary control over that,” says
Kaminski. “But I don’t think that they have learned to sort of modify
their face in a particular way to kind of get a specific reaction from
their owner.”

Kaminski says the eyebrow movement could be something that
humans unconsciously selected for, perhaps because it makes dogs
look like infants. Among other research, she and her team are
probing the matter, including whether the movement has particular
meaning for dogs.

Has Kaminski’s work has changed her view of canine intelligence?
She points out while some say dogs are as intelligent as a two-year-
old child, others take the opposing stance, suggesting dogs are
unable to think flexibly.

“It’s just confirmed, I guess, over and over is that the truth is
somewhere in the middle,” says Kaminski. “And we are still at the
very beginning of understanding what they really understand.”

(Article source: The Guardian)

It’s a cold winter’s day, and I’m standing in a room watching my dog
stare fixedly at two flower pots. I’m about to get an answer to a
burning question: is my puppy a clever girl?

Dogs have been our companions for millennia, domesticated
sometime between 15,000 and 30,000 years ago. And the bond
endures: according to the latest figures from the Pet Food
Manufacturers Association 33% of households in the UK have a dog.

But as well as fulfilling roles from Covid detection to lovable family
rogue, scientists investigating how dogs think, express themselves
and communicate with humans say dogs can also teach us about
ourselves.

And so I am here at the dog cognition centre at the University of
Portsmouth with Calisto, the flat-coated retriever, and a pocket full
of frankfurter sausage to find out how.

Who’s a clever dog? Scientists
study secrets of canine cognition
Dogs can figure out some things that even chimps can’t. Our science
correspondent puts her puppy retriever to the test.
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Smart Snout: Dog lover creates
genius tracking app to find missing
pups
A dog lover has invented a gadget which can track a missing dog by
treating its nose like a human fingerprint.

Then, once that information is in, if it were to be lost or stolen
and then recovered, the finder could simply scan the snout,
Bradley claims. At this point, the owner and the finder will be
alerted to the dog’s identity - reuniting to get the pooch home
safely.

Smart Snout was only launched properly eight weeks ago but
already has more than 2,000 subscribers - with even more
downloads, Bradley said. The company is also trying to get police
forces across the nation to back it in a bid to further deter
criminals.

Bradley, from Bramford, Suffolk, said: ‘We’re doing really well -
we’ve just applied to go onto Dragon’s Den!

‘The reviews are absolutely amazing. It is - in theory, at the
moment - an unbeatable system. ‘It’s working really well, and
we’re hoping, if we can get enough bodies on board. There’s no
way it can be beaten, unlike the chip - which is just cut out.
‘I’ve been watching the growth of dog thefts, and I’ve witnessed
it first-hand from customers.

‘I’ve always tried to find a way - like I said, I was just watching
police interceptors. They did a roadside scan of a fingerprint
suspect. ‘It brought up all their details on the system, and I
thought, ‘now why can’t we do this with dogs?’.

‘From start of life to death, a dog’s biometrics on its nose doesn’t
change - that’s where (the idea) came from. ‘I then got in touch
with a few investors and started working with an app team in
London, and it works amazingly.’

Bradley, a lifelong dog trainer, estimates that around £15,000 has
been spent on the app so far.

It’s free to download, but costs just shy of £5 a year to submit
your dog’s details - which are necessary for it to be found.

Explaining how it works, Bradley said: ‘It’s so so simple. 
You download the app, and you put in your basic details: email
address, dog’s name, colour, age.

‘Then it comes to the magical part. You have two photos. One is
a facial recognition system. ‘And the second photo is the picture
of the dog’s snout. If you zoom in - phone’s are so good now -
you get that biometric print.

‘Once you’ve done that, if you just leave your status as ‘okay’ on
the app, anyone who walks past your dog and takes a photo - no
details will be found. ‘But if you change your status to missing…
if I took a photo of a dog I found on the street, it will say,
‘congratulations, you’ve found a dog’. ‘And it will also tell the
owner – it’s an instant notification of data straight away. You can
then communicate via email. ‘Unlike with a chip, which you can
cut out - that’s just impossible with our system. You’d have to
cut the dog’s nose clean off. And no one is going to do that.’

Smart Snout has received financial backing from businessman
James Khan, 43, after he was pitched the idea. And Bradley has
also teamed up with an ex-police officer who is well-versed in
catching missing dogs.

Phil James, 45, left the emergency services ‘quite a while ago’
but, for the last 18 months, has been finding missing dogs with
his drone.

He said: ‘My day job is flying drones. But, in my spare time, I find
people’s missing dogs in Nottingham. ‘Last year I found 49 and
assisted in over 200 searches. Because of that, I have gained
quite a big following on Facebook. ‘People have got to know me
and, any dog that goes missing in Nottingham - they ring me.
‘I saw Smart Snout on Facebook. I contacted Bradley and James
- I thought it was an amazing idea.’

He continued: ‘I loved it – I love the concept. My main aim is to
get rid of microchipping. People find it quite intrusive.
‘Since Covid, dog thefts have gone up, and (the thieves) have
started cutting the microchips out.

‘Smart Snout is a bit of a breakthrough. You can’t chop off a
dog’s nose. I have been spreading the word across the East
Midlands.’ Phil, from Nottingham, said he has also been meeting
with Nottinghamshire police in a bid to build a relationship, and
is hoping that will spread across other forces. He added: ‘People
trust the police. I want their crests on the top of the app. 
That will help publicity.’

(Article source: Metro)

Smart Snout is the brainchild of Bradley Watson, 44, who came up
with the idea after watching a police show on TV. He saw officers
using fingerprint technology to collar crooks and realised that the
same idea could be applied to pooches.

It is thought that every dog’s nose has a pattern that, when coupled
with the shape of its nostril openings, is distinctive enough to
identify it.

Smart Snout’s backers claim that owners can now benefit from this
discovery and have created an app which utilises the technology.
They say this new frontier in pet safety will eclipse microchipping -
which is currently a legal requirement in the UK.

The app is free to download but costs £4.99 annually if you want
to register your dog’s details.

Paying customers are asked to enter some basic information like
name, breed and colour, as well as uploading a nose picture.



16 17

More Pet NewsMore Pet NewsMy        MattersPet My        MattersPet

Inews reports that if you’ve ever wished you knew more about your
cat’s bathroom habits, PurrSong’s smart litter tray could just be the
answer to your prayers.

The Lavviebox is equipped with a sensor that detects a cat’s weight,
bowel movement frequency, duration and pattern to help anxious
owners spot any potential indication of illness in a paired
smartphone app called AI.Doolittle.

Weight loss is a common sign of illness in cats and can be
particularly difficult to spot in longer-haired breeds over a prolonged
period of time, according to animal charity the PDSA.

The litter tray is equipped with an inbuilt dust and air filter to prevent
irritating cat’s eyes, while a secondary silent air filter works to
eradicate odours within the box.

Its modular design means it can be adapted to a cat’s preference,
allowing them entry through an open roof or through a swinging
door, and two USB-ports allow the attachment of lights, webcams
or other peripheral devices.

Households with more than one feline friend can equip one of them
with a separately-sold LavvieTag fitness tracker to distinguish
between them. The AI.Doolittle app collates a cat’s data over time
to alert users to signs of abnormal health, such as an increase in
the frequency of bowel movement or weight loss.

Inews reports that a biometric collar for dogs has been unveiled to
monitor the animals’ vital signs and activities in the same way
smartwatches and fitness trackers do for humans.

Inews reports that I like to think that my cat, Badger, is rather
blessed in the handsomeness department - look at this distinguished
gentleman, such luxuriant fur! And what beautiful eyes and
magnificent whiskers. I’d recognise him anywhere, I like to think.

But he’s not much of a talker. I suppose he’s never had to get by on
his small talk with beauty like that.

Rachael Lawrence, however, knew her cat’s voice so well that she
could identify him down a phone line. Two-year-old Barnaby had
been missing for eight months when Lawrence, from Braintree in
Essex, said she “recognised” a miaow in the background when she
rang the vet to check on her other cat Torvi, 11 months, who was in
for a procedure.

She was told that the miaows were coming from a stray who’d been
brought in, but she phoned back later and asked for details of the
cat as its distinctive cry “was bugging me”, she said. Lawrence was
so sure she could recognise her cat’s miaow that she called the vet
again asking if the “stray” she had heard over the phone was black,
with a white patch on one of his back feet.

When the surgery confirmed the description she took photographs
of Barnaby to show to staff. She said she “knew it was him” as soon
as he was brought into the room. Cue great rejoicing as Barnaby
the chatty cat - or, a cynic might posit, a smooth-talking lookalike -
was returned to the family home.

CES 2022: Lavviebox
smart litter tray helps
you keep an eye on your
cat’s weight to spot signs
of illness
The Lavviebox has a sensor that monitors
whether your pet is losing pounds - and the
separate LavvieTag acts as a feline fitness
tracker.

Smart dog collar
developed as fitness
tracker for pets to
monitor health
French firm Invoxia has built a dog collar
capable of tracking Fido’s vital signs.

‘I’d know that miaow
anywhere’: Woman 
finds long-lost cat after
recognising his voice
Do cats really develop their own distinctive
ways of ‘talking’ to their owners?

PurrSong showcased the Lavviebox and LavvieTag at CES, the
world’s largest tech showcase in Las Vegas, and will go on sale in
the spring and March priced at $249 and $99 respectively, according
to tech site CNET.

It also demonstrated LavvieWater, a smart drinking water dispenser
designed to encourage cats to drink more and to track their daily
intake.

As with the Lavviebox, a LavvieTag can distinguish which cat is
drinking from the fountain at any given time in a multi-cat household.
Pet tech is a popular theme among CES exhibitors. French company
Invoxia demonstrated a biometric collar that measures dogs’ vital
signs and activities in the same way smartwatches and fitness
trackers do for humans.

The collar uses radar sensors and deep learning AI to read a dog’s
continuous resting heart and respiratory rate even through thick fur
- which the company claims is a world first.

(Story source: Inews)

Invoxia’s Smart Dog Collar uses radar sensors and deep learning AI
to read a dog’s continuous resting heart and respiratory rate even
through thick fur, which the company claims is a world first.

The collar, designed to record every bark and cocked leg, relays
information to a paired smartphone app, which collates data over
time to make it easier to spot potentially serious health issues in
older animals or to keep an eye on how they are responding to new
medicine or recovering from surgery.

Heart disease is relatively common in dogs, particularly among
pedigrees including the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, Great Dane
and Doberman, according to the animal charity PDSA.

“For dogs suffering from heart disease, structured home-based care
programs that include continuous monitoring of respiratory and
heart rate while attending to appetite and ideal body weight are
encouraged,” said Romain Pariaut of the College of Veterinary
Medicine at Cornell University. “A higher than normal resting
respiratory rate is one of the most pertinent indicators of impending
heart failure.”

As with other brands of smart collar, Invoxia users can track their
pet’s whereabouts through GPS and receive alerts if their dog leaves
predefined areas such as a garden.

If the dog goes missing, activating a “lost mode” boosts the refresh
rate of the GPS tracker, meaning that it will provide a more accurate
approximation of the animal’s location.

The collar, which is designed for medium and larger dogs and was
put on show at CES, the world’s largest annual technology showcase
in Las Vegas. It also monitors when its wearer has been walking,
running, resting, scratching or barking, and its battery life lasts
several weeks before needing recharging. It is expected to go on
sale in the summer for around $99 (£73), plus an additional $12.99
a month to access GPS tracking.

Pet ownership in the UK skyrocketed during the pandemic after an
estimated 3.2m people bought or adopted between March 2020 and
March 2021, bringing the number of UK households with animals
to a projected 59 per cent.

The pet technology market is also rapidly expanding, with analysts
predicting its worth to pass $20bn by 2027, according to Global
Market Insights.

(Story source: Inews)

Could the average cat parent differentiate between miaows? 
“Yes definitely!,” says Sammy Milton. “My cat has a certain miaow
when he has a ‘present’ for us. Nothing like working at your laptop
and hearing that miaow coming through the flat, knowing you’re
about to be presented with a dead squirrel.”

In fact, adult cats miaow only to humans, not to each other, so it’s
not totally wild to be familiar with their vocalisations. And as with
human voices, how a cat sounds when it “speaks” depends on a
number of factors.

According to the Washington Post, the following have an effect:
“anatomy, such as body size or length of vocal cords; gender; the
amount of effort the cat puts into talking; and no small dash of
personality”.

There’s one cat I’ve encountered who I could pick out blindfolded -
a small, beige fellow who lives near my parents’ house. He has the
most plaintive miaow, and it sounds exactly as though he is saying
“now”. It feels as though you can have a bit of a chat with him.

Laura Laker tells me that “my sister used to have one who said
‘mack’ – very distinctive” while Regula Ysewijn insists that “I’d
recognise my cats for sure! They all sound different.”

Heartbreakingly, she says that “listening to a recording of my dead
cat is like listening to someone you once knew”.

Do cats have accents? Not exactly. One study of South Korean cats
found that domestic felines make shorter and higher-pitched
miaows than feral cats, suggesting that socialisation matters.

Researcher turned novelist Nicholas Nicastro, who published two
studies on miaows in the noughties, discovered that African wild
cats make lower miaows that human subjects he surveyed found to
be “much less pleasant to listen to” than those of their domesticated
descendants.

And cats have a wide vocabulary of sounds - according to Modern
Cat Magazine, next to birds, cats possess the widest range of
vocalisations of any domestic pet. As well as miaows, they can chirp,
yowl, purr, scream, chatter, hiss, growl, trill and chirrup. It’s amazing
we can get a word in edgeways.

(Story source: Inews)



A humongous dog who weighs 15 stone often gets mistaken for a
cow because of his size and colouring. Diego, a black and white
Great Dane, is taller than his six-foot owner when standing on hind
legs.

"Almost everyone knows him" near his east London home and taking
the tube can be a "nightmare" with large crowds of doggy fans,
reports MyLondon.

Diego is so popular that even the police have even stopped him in
the street to take photographs. Owner Carlos takes Diego with him
everywhere, and the pair love riding through central London in a
two-wheeled motorbike together.

The Great Dane even has a pair of dog goggles that fit his head -
so he can ride in style.

Carlos, who is originally from Brazil, bought Diego in 2015. 
His wife, Ellie, was terrified of dogs, and had taken some
persuading (17 years, to be exact).

On Christmas Day, they got the call: a breeder had one Great
Dane left. And so, at 11am, Carlos set off for Peterborough to
collect Diego. Ellie may have had her reservations, but Diego has
won her round.

"Now, if I asked her to choose (between) me or Diego, Diego
would stay," says Carlos. "She does everything for them - they
control the house." At 95kgs, Diego is taller than six-foot Carlos
when standing on his hind legs.

Diego has been known to steal food from strangers. "He steals
food everywhere - he's not very well-behaved with food. If some
guys are having lunch and they blink, Diego will grab it," Carlos
said.

Carlos has tried to put Diego on a diet, but it's tricky - strangers
in the park will readily dispense treats to their favourite Great
Dane, and there's also the issue of pizza. "If he sees pizza, his
favourite food, he gets crazy - he's a different dog. He'll do
anything for pizza," he explains. Six years after getting Diego, he
and Carlos are inseparable.

"Everywhere I go, I take Diego," says Carlos, explaining that when
he sits down - on the sofa, on the Tube, to put his shoes on -
Diego will always sit on his lap. Docile Diego will happily
accompany Carlos to the pub, on the Tube, or join him at a
restaurant.

At The Bike Shed, a motorcycle club in Shoreditch, Diego is the
first dog in the venue's history to have become a Gold Member.
"When we go there, it says on the table: 'This table is reserved
for Diego and his human," Carlos says.

Diego is well-liked. In Victoria Park, where he takes his morning
walk, he has doting fans who'll slip him treats; at work at Bravos
Motorcycles, people will regularly drop by to see him or take him
for a walk.

Because of his size and black and white colouring, some children
even mistake him for a cow. "In East London, almost everyone
knows him," says Carlos. "If you have a Great Dane, everyone
wants to come and talk and take pictures." This can be a liability.

"The Tube is a nightmare sometimes...one (person) wants to take
a photo, and then another one, and then there's a crowd," Carlos
said. Driving together on the motorbike, they've also been
stopped by the police. Carlos thought they were in trouble - but
it turned out that they too just wanted a photo of the pair together.

"Sometimes when we stop, people don't want to pass - they want
to see him, and it makes a traffic jam," says Carlos, who has taken
to wearing a balaclava to keep a low profile. That said, Carlos is
pleased to have Diego by his side, and I sense that he enjoys
some of the popularity that Diego and Nelson bring. He says: "If
you want to meet people and make friends, walk a Great Dane in
London."

Six year-old Diego has an adopted brother, Nelson, aged two.
Currently, it's just Diego who travels in the sidecar, but Carlos is
keen to teach Nelson to ride with him too. "Nelson is a completely
different dog," says Carlos, explaining that where Diego is calm,
Nelson is jittery, afraid of smaller dogs. "As a Great Dane, he's
more active. He's crazy - he's the opposite of Diego."

In spite of their differences, the two dogs are best friends, says
Carlos - although Nelson, despite being around 30kgs lighter
than Diego, is "the alpha". 

(Article source: The Mirror)
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London's 'biggest dog’! Diego 
is 6ft and weighs 15st - but often
gets mistaken for cow
Diego, a black and white Great Dane from east London, weighs 15 stone
and is so popular that police stop him to take photographs in the street.



Please help us rescue and care for
vulnerable hedgehogs - Britain’s
favourite mammal
A shocking study has revealed that 
hedgehogs are rapidly vanishing from 
our countryside, with numbers HALVED
in the last 20 years.
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I am delighted to tell you that Britain’s hedgehog has won favourite
mammal in a UK poll.

The UK’s only spiny mammal won with 35.9% of the 5,000 votes,
more than double that of the Red Fox, who came in second place
with 15.4%. The Red Squirrel came third with 11.4%, out of a
shortlist of 10 charismatic UK mammals.

Unfortunately, hedgehogs are rapidly vanishing from our
countryside as numbers have HALVED in the last 20 years, a
shocking study has revealed.

Henry Johnson, hedgehog officer, People’s Trust for Endangered
Species (PTES) said:

“We Brits seem to love hedgehogs for a whole range of reasons,
including their cute appearance, their role as slug controllers and
the way they have colonised our gardens with such aplomb. This
is why it is so sad to see them decline, with one in three lost since
the millennium.”

Threats to hedgehogs come mostly from us. In rural areas, our
farmland increasingly lacks the diversity of habitats hedgehogs
need and the invertebrates they feed on. In towns and cities green
spaces are lost to development, paved over or increasingly
fragmented. Hedgehogs are also very prone to road traffic
accidents.

This is why we have launched this special Annual Appeal to protect
Britain’s favourite mammal.

At Hedgehog Rescue Rehabilitation and Care Centre we respond
immediately to rescue injured hedgehogs. A vet is called in straight
away and the hedgehogs are monitored and cared for. Once fit
and well they are released back into the wild.

Hedgehog Rescue is now conducting its Annual Appeal. Only by
continuing our huge effort and long-life commitment can we give
these wonderful animals a safe, happy and contented life.

We care for many hedgehogs here at our rehabilitation
centre. Hedgehogs just like these:

‘Julie’

‘Julie’ (pictured left) came in last Autumn, quite
small, out in daylight and had ticks. She stayed a
few weeks, put on enough weight, and made a
full recovery. She was released back to her own
territory by the finder.

Baby Hedgehogs

These 2 hedgehogs came in as very small
babies and had stayed with us a few
weeks, gaining weight and giving us a
chance to sort out their health issues. They
had several ticks and needed worming.
When they were 100% ready, we released
them close to where they were found.

These hedgehogs are some of the lucky ones. Others are less
fortunate.

As a friend who knows what a wonder animals can be, I hope you
will support our Annual Appeal. Your kind gift will help us rescue
and care for many more vulnerable hedgehogs - Britain’s favourite
mammal.

To donate to Hedgehog Rescue, go to:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/hedgehogrescue 
or write to: Raisemore, Unit 1, Alton Road Industrial Estate,
Ross-on-Wye HR9 5NB

Registered Charity No: 1126812 (England & Wales) 
Registered Charity No: SCO47720 (Scotland)


