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Letter from the Editor

Welcome to the November 2021 issue of 
‘My Pet Matters’ - The monthly Newsletter
that brings you and your pet closer.

This month we meet ‘Weasley’ & Spock; a cat
and a dog who are regular blood donors to
help other pets in need. We meet a real life
‘Guardian Angel’ - a dog lover who has created
a close-knit community in a London park, we
bring you a heartfelt story about a journey
that took 16 months, travelling through six
cities to be reunited with a dog called Luna,
plus much much more!

Every month we bring you pet news,
interesting articles and features, what’s on,
handy tips, expert opinions and advice,
finance information, pet product promotions,
travel, art, fun and games and much more for
you to getting to know your pet better.

Plus there is our Charity of the Month. 
(See page 20 for details).

And why not receive future issues of ‘My Pet
Matters? It’s absolutely FREE! Just visit:
www.mypetmatters.co.uk and click on
‘Newsletter’.

I hope you enjoy reading ‘My Pet Matters’ and
wish you all the best for you and your furry
friends.

The Editor - My Pet Matters

My        MattersPet

PS. Do you have an interesting story about

you r pet? Or anything else you may want to

contribute to any of our topics? If so please

email us to: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk

and we may use it in a futu re issue!

My Pet Matters is a Newsletter published by Clearlight Media. Unit 1, Alton Road Industrial Estate, Ross-on-Wye HR9 5NB.
email: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk Web: www.mypetmatters.co.uk 3

Coronavirus (COVID-19): advice for people 
in England with animals

Advice for pet owners and livestock keepers on looking after
the welfare of animals during the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic. This advice applies to England only.

You should stay alert and follow the current coronavirus
guidance at all times. This is national guidance. Check if there
are local restrictions in your area.

There is no evidence that:

• coronavirus is circulating in pets or other animals in the UK
• pets, other domestic animals or livestock can transmit the 

disease to humans

In line with general advice on coronavirus, you should wash your
hands before and after being around or handling animals or their
food. There is no evidence that you need to wash your pets to
control the spread of coronavirus. Never use household or
commercial cleaning products, disinfectants or antibacterial
wipes on pets.

If your animal needs vet treatment

If your animal needs treatment, phone the vet to arrange the best
way to meet their needs.

Dogs

If you have symptoms of coronavirus you should self-isolate at
home for 7 days, or 14 days as a household or support bubble.
You should arrange a test to find out if you have coronavirus.
If your dog cannot exercise at home, you should ask someone
outside of your household or support bubble to walk your dog
for you.

If you do not have symptoms of coronavirus

You may leave your house to walk your dog. You should stay 2
metres apart from anyone outside of your household or support
bubble, or one metre with risk mitigation where 2 metres is not
viable. An example of risk mitigation would be wearing a face
covering. You should consider that wearing a face covering may
inhibit communication with people who rely on lip reading, facial
expressions and clear sound.

When walking your dog in areas used by other people, you
should consider putting your dog on a lead to ensure you can
stay 2 metres away from others. You should wash your hands
before and after handling your dog.

If you’re walking dogs on behalf of someone not able to

You may walk a dog for someone who is unable to leave their
house because they are self-isolating or being shielded.
You should wash your hands before and after handling the dog
and keep 2 metres away from other people and animals,
including when handing over the dog to the owner.

Cats

You should wash your hands before and after any contact with
your cat.

Horses, livestock and other animals

If you have symptoms of coronavirus you should self-isolate at
home for 7 days, or 14 as a household or support bubble. 
You should arrange a test to find out if you have coronavirus.

If you have a horse that you don’t keep at home (for example,
you keep it in livery, a stables or on private land), you should not
visit it whilst you are self-isolating. You should contact your yard
manager or vet to make suitable animal welfare arrangements.
If you have livestock such as cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, poultry,
or any other types of livestock, you should arrange for someone
else who is not self-isolating to care for your animals.

Where this is not possible, you should ensure the basic needs
of your animals are met. You should wash your hands before and
after handling your animals and stay 2 metres away from other
people. If you’re too unwell to care for your animals and there is
no one to help, you should call your local authority.

If you do not have symptoms of coronavirus

You may:

• leave your house to provide care for your horse or livestock.
• ride your horse

You should stay 2 metres away from others. You should wash
your hands before and after contact with any animals.

If your horse needs attention from a farrier

If your horse requires attention from a farrier, you should phone
the farrier for advice to best meet your horse’s needs. You and
the farrier should stay 2 metres apart and wash your hands
before and after contact with the horse.

Contact

If you have any queries, email the APHA Customer Advice team
customeradvice@apha.gov.uk.

For commercial transporter enquiries, email the APHA Welfare
in Transport team WIT@apha.gov.uk.

CORONAVIRUS



People got dogs during the pandemic because they were lonely, and
that’s exactly why I got mine. I was living on my own and working
from home, meaning I could go for days without interacting with
another living creature except for the man who sold me coffee. I’d
thought this was what I wanted, but I knew madness was setting in
when I asked the fridge what I should have for lunch. Too many bad
breakups had convinced me that relationships with humans were
overrated, and so I embarked on one with a dog.

I’d planned to get a female dog, who I would call Betty, after my
second most beloved idol, Golden Girl Betty White. But when I went
to pick up my pet, a little runt of a male pup jumped into my lap. He
looked up at me with what I thought at the time was love but later
learned was hunger, and that was that. I named him Arthur, after my
most beloved idol, Golden Girl Bea Arthur, and for the past 11 years
he has been my constant companion. Well, he has been more of a
constant to me than I have to him, because my life has changed a
lot over the past decade, and not always to his liking.

Arthur’s and my first years together were the halcyon years. I was,
unquestionably, obsessed with him. I poured all the love I had to
give into his stout and furry little body, and he responded in kind. 

Years later, I went to a comedy show in which the male comedian
sneered about women who treat their pets like babies, and even
though I had babies by this point, I felt such a sharp stab of loathing
towards him. 

Arthur was never my baby, but people love to love, and if my options
were him or that dickhead comedian - which is how it felt when I
was single - choosing my dog was not tragic, it was good taste. You
can always spot a sexist by their resentment of women loving things
that aren’t men.

Eventually, I found someone who is not a sexist dickhead, and we
moved in together, and Arthur accepted that, because it meant he
got longer walks. But then came the babies, who terrified him at first
because he thought they were eating me when I breastfed them. 

Then he just resented them because they’d pushed him down the
pecking order. When I brought the third baby home from hospital,
he met me at the door with a look that unmistakably said, “You’re
kidding, right?”

Owning a dog isn’t like having a baby - and that’s an argument in
dog ownership’s favour - but it is a relationship, and things change
and you learn. I’ve learned that it’s really not acceptable to bring your
dog to dinner parties, and I’ve also learned that no matter how old
and slow Arthur gets, he’ll still insist on following me from room to
room in the house: my potato-shaped shadow.

My friends are in the first flush of love with their dogs. Arthur and I
are in the long-term stretch, meaning we take each other for granted
more than we used to, but we would be devastated by one another’s
absence. 

Everything I’ve written for the past decade has been soundtracked
by his snores next to me, those heartbeats to my day. The initial
passion was fun, but contentment comes from the long haul.

(Story source: The Guardian)

"There are a few dog beds inside the house and some pictures
hanging up for them to look at. "There’s a balcony on the backside
of the mansion so they can look out and see what they want to see. 

"There are windows all around the mansion so they can always see
out and I pull the shades down during the sun and I pull them up
when the sun goes down.

"There’s a door on the second floor of the house that I have to open
to access to clean or to get the dogs out if they don’t want to come
down the ramp."

The colourful windows set Susie and David back $100 while the
wooden floor cost $50.

Susie and David made the walls out of wooden flooring that cost a
further $50, decorations were donated while the balcony is made of
an old table that has been cut in half and flipped upside down.

The rest of their budget was spent on lighting, a tin ceiling and a
camera to keep an eye on Susie's furry friends.

Susie started work on the mansion after her home was flooded in a
hurricane and she decided the dogs deserved a treat.

Susie said: "After my house flooded, we had to cut all the walls and
that is when I decided to make the house how I wanted it for myself
instead of always worrying about who we’re going to sell it to. 
"I have a couple of acres of land and spare rooms because I have no
children in the house anymore.

"The dogs have been through a lot and deserve somewhere nice.
"A couple of them were going to be euthanized before I rescued
them, some have medical conditions and some have been abused.

"When they come to me it's like going to grandma's house.
"The language I speak is the language of love because I like to help
people and animals."

Susie takes in rescues until a forever home is found for them, but
she admits that David hasn't always been a dog lover.

Susie said: "I always brought home stray animals as a child and
when I got married so I got in trouble a lot but I kept doing it."

"David wasn’t too thrilled at first but then he started getting into it
and seeing how wonderful the dogs are and how appreciative they
are. "He sees that they would leave here and get good homes so that
was good for him to see.

"Now he understands that we’re making a difference in this little
town. "Most people are pretty shocked when they see the mansion
because the first thing they worry about is if I ever decided to sell
the house.

"At this point I don’t really care what anyone thinks because I’ve
helped over 100 dogs find a new home since I’ve lived here so it
doesn’t really matter what they think."

(Story source: The Mirror)
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I left having children pretty much as late as it was biologically
possible to do, and I quickly grew to recognise, if not entirely
understand, a certain look - let’s say, boredom mixed with
condescension topped off with wry amusement - sported by my
friends, who had their children at far more sensible ages, when I
would go on and on (and on) to them about the miracle-slash-
insanity of raising babies. 

No one before me had ever noticed how crazy all this parenting stuff
was, I believed, while looking uncomprehendingly at the smirks on
my friends’ faces as their kids did their GCSEs. Well, I comprehend
them now. Because this is how I feel when people go on and on (and
on) about the new dogs that they got during lockdown.

More than 3.2 million people in the UK got a pet during lockdown,
and they have been especially popular among the under-35s. 
This is generally reported in a tone of either shock (what are those
crazy kids doing, tying themselves down to a pet so early!) or scorn
(silly snowflakes, they can’t handle a dog!). 

But I get it. I took my time about having kids, but I was precocious
about dog ownership, having decided at the age of 31 that what was
missing from carefree single life in Manhattan was an extremely
high-maintenance terrier, who I could never leave alone in my tiny
apartment because he would literally eat it. I once came home from
breakfast in my local diner to find that he had eaten half my sofa,
even though the sofa was 6ft long and my dog was the size of a
jacket potato. And because I was so derangedly in love with him, I
found this adorable, and proceeded to bring him with me
everywhere. “Obviously you don’t mind,” I’d say, swanning into
friends’ apartments with my yapping terrier, and they looked at me
as if I’d come in with a rat I’d found on the subway.

Just got a puppy? 
Here’s what a terrier
called Arthur taught 
me about love
Owning a pet is a long-term relationship, 
and things change. But the love endures.

Pet lover builds two-
storey 'dog mansion' 
in her home for her pack
of 16 rescue pooches
Susie Elliott, from Wharton, Texas, US, set
out to build her 16 mutts their own 7ft-tall
mansion named the Hound Dog Hotel, which
took three months and £296 to build.

The Mirror reports that a pet lover has built a two-storey 'dog
mansion' within her own home for her pack of 16 rescue dogs -
complete with balcony, seven-foot ramp and stained-glass windows.

Susie Elliott, from Wharton, Texas, US, has been rescuing dogs her
entire adult life but since buying her new home five years ago, she
decided they deserved their own space to unwind.

The 63-year-old set out to build her 16 mutts their own 7ft-tall
mansion named the Hound Dog Hotel, which took three months and
$400 (£296) to build.

The mum-of-two took on the task of designing the 'building' and
she enlisted the help of husband, David, 61, to tackle the handywork.

The Hound Dog Hotel is fitted with stained glass windows, a
balcony, a ramp to help the older animals to get inside and framed
photos hanging inside to make them feel at home.

Hilarious photos and videos show the dogs clambering up the ramp
and staring out of the windows of their very own fortress that has
its own interior lighting and glamorous decor.

Susie said: "The dogs love it. When we showed them how to go up
the ramp, they were pretty thrilled.

"Lots of the dogs sleep in it at night and they have access to it all
day long when they’re out of their cages.

"They prefer to sleep in there than their cages and there are some
sofas in there so they can sit on those.



Metro reports that new research shows that dogs can actually be
even smarter than we think, and there’s a way to tell which dogs are
‘gifted’ or not.

Hungarian scientists spent two years studying the memory
capabilities of dogs, using an online tool called The Genius Dog
Challenge to livestream the experiments.

Six pooches were chosen for this round of tests, with the main
stipulation being that they’re able to recognise a certain number of
toys or objects by name. All dogs were eligible to take part, but the
ones that showed the most promise all happened to be border
collies.

In the study, the researchers wanted to push the limits of their talent,
so they challenged the owners to teach their dogs the names of six
and then 12 new toys, for one week.

According to the researchers, they were amazed by each
performance, as most learned the 12 new toy names in one week
and remembered them for two months after.

The seven-year-old superstar managed to fit and hold an astonishing
six balls between his teeth.

Finley’s title was previously held by another golden retriever called
Augie, whose record of five tennis balls stood for 17 years.

His slobbery achievement was officially documented and will feature
in the 2022 edition of the annual book.

The adorable winner, who lives with his family in Ontario, Canada,
started picking up multiple tennis balls on his own when he was
about two-years-old.

In the following years, he worked his way up to five, and then to six.

According to his human sister Erin Molloy, it has always been
something Finley has done without any help or pressure from his
family. Posting the exciting news on Finley’s Instagram account, the
family wrote: ‘BIG NEWS! I can officially say that I am in
the @guinnessworldrecords book for 2022!

‘This of course was not easy, and certainly felt like forever and a day
to accomplish!

‘Thank you to all my friends and fans who have been following my
tennis ball journey since the beginning - was it worth the wait?

‘I have not been active as much on social media lately, but don’t fret,
I am still carrying tennis balls as you can see!’

(Story source: Metro)Metro reports that Golden retriever Finley made his parents very
proud after breaking the world record for holding the most tennis
balls in his mouth at once.
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Shany Dror was the experiment’s leading researcher from the Family
Dog Project at the Eötvös Loránd University in Budapest. She said:
‘We know that dogs can easily learn words that are linked to actions,
such as “sit” or “down”. But very few dogs can learn the names of
objects. ‘For more than two years we searched around the world for
dogs that had learned the names of their toys, and we managed to
find six.’

The dogs: Max, from Hungary, Gaia from Brazil, Nalani, from the
Netherlands, Squall from Florida, Whisky from Norway, and Rico
from Spain, all qualified to participate in the experiments after
proving to know the names of more than 28 toys, with some
knowing more than 100.

Dr Claudia Fugazza, who was the head of the research team, said:
‘These gifted dogs can learn new names of toys at a remarkable
speed. ‘In our previous study, we found that they could learn a new
toy name after hearing it only four times. ‘But, with such short
exposure, they did not form a long-term memory of it.’

The fact all six finalists in the challenge - broadcast to YouTube for
dog lovers to watch - were border collies is likely to do with the
breed’s background.

Shany explained: ‘Originally border collies were bred to work as
herding dogs, so most of them are very sensitive and responsive to
the behaviour of their owners. ‘However, although the ability to learn
names of toys appears to be more common among Border Collies,
in a recently published study, we found that even among this breed,
it is very rare. ‘Moreover, this talent is not unique to this breed. We
are constantly searching for more gifted dogs.’

Earlier studies have shown that other breeds showcase similar
talent, like the yappy Yorkshire Terrier. Apart from being a hit among
fans on YouTube, the scientists who completed the study believe it’ll
also advance our knowledge of dog behaviour. They added: ‘By
studying these dogs, we can not only better understand dogs but
also better understand ourselves.’

The Genius Dog Challenge team is encouraging dog owners who
believe their dogs can recognise and remember multiple toy names
to contact them through their website.

(Story source: Metro)

Dog who loves swimming
in sea outlives his life
expectancy by two years
Golden Retrievers live, on average, for
around 10 to 12 years.

Can your pup remember
their toys’ names? They
might be a genius like
these dogs
We all think our own children and pets are
the cleverest, but obviously we’re biased.

Golden retriever enters
record books for most
tennis balls in his mouth
Most dogs like to play fetch with a stick or
favourite toy but only a few good boys and
girls end up in the Guinness Book of Records.

Metro reports that 14-year-old Bailey has already surpassed the
average lifespan by two years - and his owners believe this is down
to his daily trips to the beach.

Laura and Brian Oliver, both 41 and from Tain, Scotland, have long
been taking their pet to swim in the sea at Portmahomack Beach,
Scotland, which is right on their doorstep.

While he’s certainly past his prime, Bailey isn’t even close to
outliving the oldest ever Golden Retriever, Adjutant, who died in
1963 aged 27 - and Bailey isn’t showing any signs of slowing down.

‘Bailey has always loved the beach, he’s a keen swimmer and will
play fetch with the tennis ball when you throw it into the water,’ says
Laura. ‘He just loves running along the beach, and is always happy
to be in his favourite place, he definitely acts very young for his old
age.’

Swimming is a great exercise for dogs: not only does it help with
fitness levels, it also acts as a stress reliever and can help with age-
related limitations such as decreased mobility, arthritis and stiffness.

The couple loves to spoil Bailey, sometimes feeling him ice cream
after a long day at the beach, despite the mess he makes.

Laura says that Bailey, who turns 15 in December, ‘definitely thinks
he’s human sometimes’. ‘He loves to roll in the sand and then swim
so his fur ends up being a little matted, and sometimes he doesn’t
want to leave,’ Laura added.

‘But when we get home, he always hops straight in the shower.’
The ‘gentle giant’ is known around the village, where ‘everyone loves
him’. He’ll soon be swimming at a new beach when Laura and Brian
take their ‘best friend’ on holiday with them in October.

(Story source: Metro)



Determined to help other animals in crisis, Mandie Pannell, 35, and
her partner, Thomas Mills, 36, have now taken their five-year-old
moggie, Weasley, to donate 10 times and six-year-old English
pointer, Spock, five times.

University nurse educator Mandie, who lives near Potter’s Bar,
Hertfordshire, is so proud of veteran donor Weasley that she entered
him for a special hero award.

‘Weasley is absolutely a hero,’ she says.

‘He’s so good with the blood donations. He looks after the dog -
especially when he’s scared - and he looks after our younger cat,
who we are hoping will donate when he turns one.

‘Weasley’s so comfortable donating and purrs so much they even
find it difficult to hear his heartbeat.
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‘I entered him for the Petplan Pet Awards, in the Hero Pet of the
Year category, as I also thought it would help spread the word
about animal blood donors and he’s made it to the finals.

‘Not enough people know about animal - and especially feline -
donors. ‘This is England - we’re a nation of animal lovers. We do
things for each other. And it’s just a nice thing to be able to help
someone else’s animal out.’

When Mandie and Thomas set up home together in 2015, they
already had his dog, Spock - who he had raised since he was a
tiny puppy - and black Labrador Banjo, who sadly died, aged 12,
in 2017.

But, in November 2016, Weasley joined the clan as a surprise
birthday present for Mandie’s 31st.

‘Thomas agreed to let me have a cat and, on my birthday on 3
November, he came home with Weasley - the best gift I’ve ever
had,’ she says.

‘He’s named after the Weasley family in Harry Potter - as he’s
ginger and he’s trouble! ‘He does occasionally still act like a kitten
and he can be a bit of a handful. He’s extremely playful, loves
cuddling, and loves “hunting” jumpers.’

Despite some rivalry, Weasley and Spock are very close.

‘From the get-go, Weasley has veered between bullying and
cuddling up to Spock,’ says Mandie. ‘They’re like siblings - even
if they sometimes hate each other. But they can also be really
sweet together.’

In mid-2018, Weasley limped home late one summer evening
with a wound on his back left leg. ‘It really upset me. We sensed
that he’d attacked something and lost. He had a laceration and a
bit of flesh missing from his leg,’ says Mandie.

Too late to go to their normal vets’ surgery, after looking up local
out-of-hours providers, Mandie took Weasley to the nearby Royal
Veterinary College.

‘We took him over there to be seen and they cleaned and dressed
the wound and glued him up,’ she says. ‘While we were waiting,
I saw a sign that they were looking for animal blood donors. 
I’d never known this to be a thing before that.’

Mandie made the decision to sign her furry friend up, knowing
the importance of donating, as an experienced nurse.

‘Once he was all healed up and better, I emailed and asked for
more information,’ she says. ‘They have to be clear of any
medication for eight weeks, so about three months after the
injury he gave his first lot of blood. ‘He’s just given his 10th
donation - as it’s every three to four months for cats. He’s a true
hero.’

Now, Mandie is contacted around every 12 weeks and asked to
bring Weasley in over the next few days.

The team give him a thorough health check by a vet, shave a
patch of fur and take blood, all while ‘giving him lots of fuss,’
according to Mandie.

‘I drop him off and they phone when the donation is finished,’
she says. ‘Then he gets intravenous fluids just to help him, as
cats don’t recover as much as dogs, as they’re quite small.
‘The actual donation takes around 10 minutes and after three or
four hours I go and pick him up.’

The service also assesses the animals beforehand to ensure they
are suitable to be blood donors.

Mandie says: ‘One of the things I love about the donor service is
that they are so good with animals. They assess them first and
see if their temperament is suitable and they won’t be unduly
stressed. ‘Weasley has been so chilled - he’s an ideal candidate.’
The amount of blood donated also depends on the weight of the
cat - who must weigh 4lb minimum.

For Spock, who became a donor around the same time, the
process is quicker, as dogs do not need rehydration fluids
afterwards. ‘The teams that do this are absolutely amazing at
keeping the animals calm,’ Mandie adds. ‘They’re also excellent
at dealing with the worries of an owner - as sometimes it’s like
with children, when the parents are more worried than the child.

‘But I know if something happened to one of my animals and they
needed blood I’d want it to be there, so this really is important.
‘The idea of another pet owner not having access to the blood
that could save their beloved animal just breaks my heart.’

When Mandie was emailed by Petplan, she immediately decided
to put forward Weasley for the award.

‘Not enough people know about cat blood donation and I saw
this award as a really good way to try and bring a little bit more
awareness to it,’ she says. ‘And, of course, Weasley is a true
hero, so he deserves to win.’

(Article source: Metro)
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Weasley & Spock: Hero cat and dog
are regular blood donors to help
other pets in need
An animal lover who spotted an appeal to give blood while she waited
to see a vet has revealed that her two beloved pets are now regular
donors.



At Silverbean, a digital marketing agency in Newcastle, Ted the
cockapoo is in charge. An old-timer among the office’s 10-strong
dog crew, he always takes new recruits under his paw. 

It’s an increasingly demanding job for Ted as, since returning to the
office after lockdown, the number of new pups has doubled.

As Britons go back to work, many are meeting a new generation of
office mutts: 3.2 million households in the UK have acquired a pet
since the start of the pandemic, with dogs the most popular choice,
reports the Pet Food Manufacturers’ Association.
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With 59 per cent of us wanting more places to be dog friendly,
according to the Kennel Club, companies are under more pressure
than ever to review their office pet policies.

In the US, where dog ownership has also spiked, a survey found
that half of senior executives are planning to start allowing dogs in
the office and 59 per cent are introducing a more pet-friendly policy
because of employee requests.

From soothing strokes to scapegoats for embarrassing smells, their
fans - and owners - insist that office dogs provide all kinds of
benefits.

“While it’s not great when they’re running around while you’re on a
call, and once a dog stole a bagel from someone’s desk, there’s a
lot more interaction between the teams,” says Christie Rae, a content
manager at Silverbean.

“Previously, I wouldn’t have gone over to other teams. But when a
dog comes to you, the owner follows and you have more opportunity
to chat to people. You can’t have a bad day with that many dogs
around, it’s like accidental pet therapy.”

At Efinity Labs Ltd, a manufacturing company based in Lancashire,
a dog-friendly office policy was never discussed before the
pandemic. “When we were returning to the office after lockdown,
some of the staff, including me, found ourselves with new dogs,”
says founder Ryan Lord.

“Others found their regular dog sitters were unable to commit to
previous arrangements due to increased demand. I thought, we are
all dog lovers, so why don’t we allow dogs to come to the office as
a policy?”

His own pup, a goldendoodle called Marlene, and three others have
become office regulars, with doggie guests occasionally joining
them for meetings. Marlene’s enthusiasm for dirty puddles has even
inspired the company’s latest venture, a dog shampoo
called Poochiful.

Some new dog owners are even prepared to change job to
accommodate their furry friend. In the US, one survey found that
nearly half of people aged 18 to 24, and a third of those aged 25 to
40, would rather quit their jobs than be forced to leave their pets at
home alone full time.

For Genevieve Brown, based in London, one of the main reasons
she took her job at a production company was because it was dog
friendly. But while lockdown was the perfect time for Genevieve and
her partner Adam to get their cavapoo, named Ziggy, her employers
took the opportunity for an office refurbishment.

In August, Genevieve received a company-wide email saying
everyone was expected to come into the office twice a week and that
because of the swish interiors, there was now a no tolerance policy
on dogs.

“You can’t just do that to people as it really disrupts their lives,” says
Genevieve. “If we had to go back more than twice a week, I’d have
to look for a job elsewhere.”

Sadly, a number of new owners are not this loyal to their pets. 
The Dogs Trust reports that the number of people considering giving
up their dog has more than doubled, compared with the same time
in 2020.

In the weeks following so-called “freedom day”, there was a 35 per
cent increase in calls to the charity about giving up dogs.

“As more people return to the office, owners’ circumstances and
routines are changing, with some being forced to reconsider their
dog’s place in their lives,” says a Dogs Trust spokesperson.

And, of course, for some offices, having hounds at HQ is simply not
an option. Stacey Sheppard runs The Tribe, a female co-working
space in Totnes, Devon. Recently, her no-dog policy has been a
dealbreaker for many prospective tenants.

“The most frequently asked question is, ‘can I bring my dog to
work’?” says Stacey. “People didn’t ask me this before the
pandemic. It really surprised me when they said they wouldn’t come
if they couldn’t bring their dog.”

Stacey has been allergic to dogs since childhood. When she comes
into contact with them, she almost immediately feels her airway
constrict. Certain breeds can cause her to stop breathing. 
She previously worked in one dog-friendly office because her desk
was in a private room, but the situation was far from ideal.

“I had to shut my office door to stop them wandering in, which
isolated me from the rest of my team and looked anti-social. For any
team meetings, I had to make sure I brought medication with me,”
she says.

“If there is one around you can guarantee it will try to sit next to me.
I don’t know why, but I seem to be a magnet for dogs. It’s like they
want to convince me that they are lovely.”

Other people suffer from cynophobia, a fear of dogs. Donna
Obstfeld, Founder of HR company DOHR, was pinned down by a
dog at the age of two and has suffered from the phobia ever since.
When she encounters any dog, big or small, she can have a severe
panic attack, despite knowing on a rational level that she is safe.

“If a dog-friendly policy is introduced, employers need to consult
and communicate with all the staff,” she says. “It has to be
acceptable to everyone, or there needs to be a working solution.”

Organisations such as The Kennel Club have advice and resources
online to make sure having dogs in the workplace is a beneficial
experience all round.

“It’s important that dog owners, including those who bought
puppies during the pandemic, don’t leave their lockdown
companions behind as the world opens up,” says a spokesperson
from the charity.

We hope to see the UK being as faithful to dogs as they are, and
have been, to us.”

(Article source: Inews)

Pets at work: More people want to
bring their dogs to work since the
pandemic hit, and bosses are
divided
With returning workers reluctant to leave their pets at home, some
offices are adopting a more dog-friendly policy.
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“We weren’t thinking about how cats were being affected, not
only by the change of routine, but also having their owners
actually around a lot more.”

It may be a cliché, but cats really are very different from dogs.
“It can be quite easy for us to just assume that they’re very
similar,” says Claire Stallard, an animal behaviour expert at the
charity Blue Cross.

“For the most part, cats are really adaptable and they can cope
with a reasonable amount of stress. But lockdown, particularly
when schools were shut, was especially difficult. There were a
lot of bored children and stress from a lot of people in one house
not even being able to escape each other, let alone give the cat
any quiet time.”

After the pandemic began, Battersea set up a helpline for owners
to talk about their cat’s behaviour, and Stallard says that it soon
became clear how many the animals were showing frustration at
being over-handled.

“Cats typically like to have those interactions on their own terms,
so they might want to interact with us several times a day, but
for short periods of time,” she says.

Not all cats are the same, however. Those that interrupt video
calls by wandering across computer keyboards with their tail held
high may indeed prefer to have their family around, says Stallard.
Her cat, Sadie, has sadly passed away now but she remembers
how much she loved sitting on a laptop.

“Some cats like homeworking because it might be more in line
with their own social behaviour, popping in to see you every now
and again, rather than you just coming home at the end of the
day and then lavishing all your love and attention on the cat.

“We’ve just got to be mindful of those cats which are really used
to their privacy and their solitude during the day. Make
allowances for that.” 

Daniel Cummings, behaviour officer at the charity Cats
Protection, advises people not to assume their pet is happy just
because they’re not causing problems. “We will often say, ‘The
cat is fine,’ and by that we mean, ‘The cat is not doing anything
that bothers me.’ But if a cat is hiding away for hours, it might
be avoiding humans because it’s stressed.

“The key is: are you seeing happy, positive body language from
the cat? Has the cat been coming into your room for attention?
Is the cat engaging with play? Don’t just assume the cat is
happy.”

Mr Cummings says the best way to give our cats the option of
more alone time is to make it possible for them to get away from
us if they want to. They may benefit from being able to hide in
cardboard boxes or igloo beds, so it’s good to leave those lying
around. It’s also worth providing cats with high-up spaces they
can escape to.

“When cats are feeling a bit stressed or uncomfortable,” says Mr
Cummings. “They love to get off the ground. Whether you buy a
cat tree or just clear a space off the shelf and put a blanket on it,
a cat might enjoy that.”

He also encourages people to find a clear Perspex tub or sturdy
cardboard box and flip it upside down so the cat is able to stand
on it. “You might have a cat walking down the hallway,” he says,
“and all of a sudden, three children and a dog come from the
other end of the hallway, and the cat’s got nowhere to go.

“Whereas if they can just hop up onto the box and let the dog
and the kids walk past without bothering them, they will feel more
confident.”

In a really busy household, Cummings also recommends a puzzle
feeder - a food dispensing toy - in a quiet spot. Of course, the
greatest thing we can do is to book ourselves a trip and give the
cat the personal space it’s been craving for 18 months.

You never know, it might even be happy to see us when we get
back.

How to know if your cat wants you to mog
off back to the office

Cats are difficult to read because they can be less expressive than
dogs, but they are still very sensitive animals. Battersea’s JoAnna
Puzzo advises that these are some of the signs of a stressed cat:

• Sleeping more than usual
• A dull, dandruff-covered coat
• Spending a lot more time outside, away from where any 

disruption is occurring
• Hiding in the house more than usual
• Showing a heightened startle response, such as jumping at the 

slightest noise
• “Feigned sleeping” - when a cat pretends to sleep to shut out 

stress
• A change in appetite, over-grooming or over-eating
• Urinating or defecating outside the litter tray

If you’re concerned, check with a vet to rule out any medical
issues that could be affecting the cat’s behaviour.

(Article source: Inews)

This brave new world of working from home is all very well, but did
anyone think to ask the nation’s cats how they feel about their
owners being around all day?

Animal experts have said that while many humans are glad to have
ditched the routine of being in their office five days a week -
especially when it means they can relax after some stressful emails
by picking up Mr Tiddles and giving his thick fur a good stroke -
many cats are desperate for some alone time.

JoAnna Puzzo, feline welfare manager at Battersea, says that after
18 months of the pandemic she has seen numerous cats that
need “time to do their own thing”. 

Some are showing serious signs of stress, from increased
aggression to blocked bladders, caused in part by their solitary
lifestyles being disrupted.

Pet owners will have hoped that their animals would be glad of
more company and attention - but while most dogs will have
loved it, cats often have contrasting desires.

When the pandemic first began, a lot of the worry and advice
about how pets would be affected was mainly focused on dogs,
explains Puzzo. “It was about how dogs would cope with things
like separation anxiety once humans went back to the office.

Go to work! Cats are wishing their
owners would go back to the office
- all this homeworking disrupts
their alone time
Humans might be happy about flexible working, but nobody asked the
felines how they feel about it.
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Mark Davis carries around photographs of his now- deceased dogs
Bonnie, Smokey, Zola and Bobby, and shows them to people who
attend the free dog socialisation sessions he has run every morning
in Norwood Park, south-east London, for 18 years.

“During lockdown, Mark was always there, and someone to talk to,”
says Caspar Melville, an academic who nominated Davis for this
column after taking his dog to the sessions. “He’s a local legend.”

The sessions started organically. “I had my dogs and I’d always
bring water and treats in a bag,” says Davis, 62. “Other dogs would
run up and have a drink and see me giving my dogs treats, and
would want some.” 

He started bringing extra, including carrot batons, and a community
was born.

Guardian Angel: a dog lover
creates a close-knit community 
in a London park
Meet Mark Davis, the Guardian Angel who runs free dog socialisation
classes loved by pooches and their people.

Dogs have long been the most important thing in his life. Bonnie
was a crossbreed who looked like a fox. “She was the matriarch,”
Davis, a former scaffolder, reminisces, “a very bossy lady.” 

Bonnie got pregnant by a staffordshire bull terrier, and Davis
delivered her pups after a night in the pub. “I’ve never sobered up
so fast in my life,” he says.

He kept two pups from the litter: Smokey and Zola (the rest he gave
to his friends at no cost). 

When Davis’s mother died, he inherited her three-year-old yorkshire
terrier, Bobby. “He wouldn’t stand for any nonsense,” he says. 

“He used to protect the group. He’d put his chest out and sort them
out, put them in their place.” Davis spoiled all the dogs. 

“If I was having something,” he said of his meals, “they’d have to
have the same. I’d try to give them dog food and they’d look at me
(as if) to say, what are you eating?”

Davis grew up in the 1960s in the postwar Notre Dame housing
estate in Clapham, south London. 

“I was a very heavy drinker when I was younger,” he says. Dogs
saved him. “Having a dog gives you a lot more responsibility. It kept
me out of the pub.”

Bobby was the last of that posse of dogs to die. To thank Davis for
running the sessions all those years, the socialisation group raised
money to pay for Bobby’s cremation. 

“It came to about £3,500,” he says. “It was a big surprise. They had
two big cards with pictures of Bobby, saying how much they missed
him and what I had done for the group.”

He has his dogs’ ashes in urns in his flat. “I like dusting them and
looking at them every day,” he says. “They were my babies.”

After Bobby died, Davis didn’t think he could love another dog. 
Then a friend gave him Frankie, a yorkie-border terrier mix. He takes
her to the park daily for the socialisation group. He is there every
morning, whatever the weather, at picnic tables near the skate park. 

Davis prepares the carrots the day before. “They have to be a certain
size. They’re so fussy, dogs.” The dogs’ water is filtered. 

Usually, about 15 dogs (and their humans) show up. “We’ve had up
to 30,” says Davis. “They sniff each other, make friends, then run
back for a carrot and a drink.”

As restrictions have eased, many first-time owners have shown up
with their lockdown puppies. It’s more than puppy playtime - Davis
is doing a public service. 

“It’s very important to socialise dogs when they are young,” he says.
“Otherwise, you get problems. Some dogs are very nervous, but
before long they love it out here. Their tails are wagging.”

By his own account, he has broken up with at least three women
over the years because of the dogs, although he is in a long-distance
relationship with a woman who lives abroad. 

“We get on great,” he says. She won’t share a bed with a dog, so
when she visits, she sleeps on the sofa. “I bought her a quilt and
two pillows,” says Davis. “I’m not kicking my baby out of bed for
anyone.”

After Bobby’s death and before he got Frankie, Davis continued to
run the group. “You’ve got to hold the fort. It doesn’t matter what’s
going on.

Cities are funny places, especially London. 

“People can be suspicious, but if you have a dog, it’s different. 
It breaks the ice.” Many friendships have been made through the
group. 

On New Year’s Eve, Davis takes prosecco and turnovers for all. He
is one-man proof that the loneliness of big-city life can be overcome
if you are generous with your time and love your neighbour’s dog
as your own.

Davis is bewildered by the attention. “I don’t think I’m doing anything
good,” he insists. “It’s just a pleasure seeing the dogs.” It takes a
month of phone calls before he agrees to let me do something nice
for him. 

Then I suggest having a professional portrait painted of all five of
his dogs. 

Working from old photographs, the watercolour artist Hannah
Berrisford paints Smokey, Zola, Frankie, Bonnie and Bobby. 

The dogs look down at their former master from the great doggie
playground in the sky.

“It is amazing,” says Davis when the painting arrives. “Thank you. 
I am over the moon with it. I’m going to put it in the front room. 
It’s so lovely.”

He adds, not for the first time: “I don’t deserve it.”

(Article source: The Guardian)
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The Best Cat Page reports that it’s basically a sanctuary for cats,
but what makes it special is that the rescued cats all live aboard a
quaint little houseboat which bobs along the Herengracht canal. 

Although it wasn’t intended initially to be a tourist attraction, Cat
Boat regularly receives about 4,500 visitors a year, most of whom
are tourists who just so happen to be missing their own cats while
on vacation!

The origins of the Cat Boat can be traced back to the year 1966,
when a kind woman named Henriette van Weelde took pity on a
stray feline and her kittens and allowed them to stay at her own
home. 

Henriette soon became well known in the neighbourhood for her
kindnesses; people would regularly drop off rescued cats at her
doorstep and she would never turn one away.

This went on for just about two years, after which Henriette simply
didn’t have enough room to house more cats. So she came up with
a great solution - she put them all on an unused houseboat on the
nearby Herengracht canal. 

The feline sanctuary was something of a ‘pirate’ ship for just about
two decades, operating without the knowledge of the authorities.
But in 1987, it finally obtained a permit and was officially christened
‘de Poezenboot’ (the Cat Boat).

The rescue boat served as a safe haven for stray and feral cats in
Amsterdam for decades, with Henriette caring them until her death
in 2005. It is now run with the help of a very small staff and just a
few local volunteers. 

On any given day, you can find around 50 cats “hanging out” around
the ‘world’s only floating cat hospital’, of which at least 14 of the
cats are permanent residents. The others may be adopted.

Homes Luxury reports that Quimera, a gorgeous kitten from
Argentina whose unusual features are taking the internet by storm. 

The reason is her unique looking in the cutest way possible. Her
condition is known as a chimera - a rare natural occurrence whereby
an individual is made up of cells from at least two different original
eggs. But together, they create a single organism with two different
forms of DNA.

According to Bored Panda, the kitten’s special look could also be
due to a mosaic, much more common in felines, which is only one
individual egg that just happens to have different active genetic
expressions in its cells.

Either way, she’s just gorgeous! Her blue eye especially appears like
some kind of precious stone, bright and beautiful and an utter
contrast to her other eye. The colour split continues down her chest
to her front legs, with the sides reversed.

Ooh, and I forget to mention Quimera won over the Instagram, too.
Her lucky human parents are taking care for her account to be
updated regularly as she goes about her kitty life, unaware of her
fame and unique appeal to cat lovers around the world.

Homes Luxury reports that he lives in California with his siamese
brother, Sherman and his beloved owners. They are a special family.
Not only does Marley have a naturally disappointed face, but
Sherman also has crossed eyes.

Together, the adorable and special cats have developed an Instagram
page with more than 67.000 followers. Their fans love them so much
that they give them many cute gifts. What lucky boys!

(Story source: We Love Cats)

Amsterdam’s floating
sanctuary for cats called
simply… The Cat Boat!
The Cat Boat is one of Amsterdam’s most
peculiar and odd attractions.

Meet the ‘Chimera’
kitten, probably the
cutest ‘accident’ that
ever happened to nature
Watch out Venus, there’s a new two-face in
town!

Meet Marley, 
the permanently
disappointed cat who
looks like he’s always
judging you
Say hello to Marley, the 13-year-old orange
tabby cat who has a permanently grumpy
face that looks like he’s judging you and your
poor life choices.

“Most of our permanent residents started out as feral cats who by
now can never be fully socialised,” explained Judith Gobets, a staff
member on Cat Boat. “They will never be ‘normal’ cats and will
always distrust people. 

Some you can pet, but don’t try to pick them up.” To help visitors
identify the cats they need to stay away from, they have drawings of
the ‘dangerous’ ones posted all over the boat. “Of course they are
not really dangerous,” Judith adds. “You just have to leave them
alone. People always like to cuddle a cat, but often that’s not what
the cat wants.”

Each and every new cat is quarantined in cages for a small period
of time, during which they are neutered and of course, implanted
with microchips. This is an attempt to ultimately minimize the feral
cat population, and prevent any adopted cats from running away or
being abandoned. Later, the ‘adoptable’ cats are then allowed to
roam freely on the boat - they’re perfectly friendly and adorable, but
it isn’t very easy to actually just take one of them home.

“We are very picky about adoptions,” Judith said. “I really have to
have the feeling that the match is perfect. Otherwise the chance is
too big that the re-homing will fail. Potential new owners and the
staff have to sleep on it for a night before we finally say yes.”
“We are very strict with the placement of cats,” added volunteer
Sandra, speaking to Vice Magazine. “We don’t want them to return
to us, so we ask potential new owners a lot of questions about the
home situation and their experience with cats. 

If someone things a cat is only fun and nice to cuddle and play with,
we tell them it takes a lot more to take care of a cat.” While they’re
waiting to be adopted, the cats do have plenty of things to do to keep
themselves amused. For instance, the families of ducks, swans and
gulls that paddle by on the canal.

“Some of our cats like to peer through the fence at the ducks,
dreaming of ways to pounce,” Judith revealed. “Cats of course, like
to hunt.” “The ducks and swans like the cat food and swim next to
the boat begging for some food,” Sarah said. “You would not see
cats and ducks this close to each other normally. (They are)
separated by a fence, of course.”

A boat full of cats must have a CAT-ptain, of course, and according
to Sarah, that title belongs to one of the male cats named Koeienkat
(cowcat). “He is a dominant male and needs to be fed first or
separately, otherwise others wouldn’t get any food! He mostly sits
next to the door where the visitors come in and looks like he would
like to be petted. But that’s only appearance, he will scratch when
they try to do that. He is well known and loved in spite of - or maybe
because of - his character.”

Visiting the Cat Boat is free of charge, but most tourists do tend to
make generous donations when they come to know that it does not
receive government support. Cat lovers from across the world also
make online donations to help support this boat’s permanent
residents. “About 10 years ago we did apply for funding, but they
turned us down,” Judith said. “From that moment on we’ve gone
our own way. We are supported entirely by donations. And we do
like the feeling of being independent. No strings attached.”

(Story source: The Best Cat Page)

Quimera may be what’s known as a Genetic chimera, a rare natural
occurrence. Her blue eye looks like a precious stone, bright and
beautiful and an utter contrast to her other eye. The colour split
continues down her chest to her front legs, with the sides reversed!

She’s definitely the most gorgeous cat I’ve ever seen! Quimera has
built up quite a following on Instagram, with over 85,000 followers
which gets updated regularly as she goes about her kitty life!

(Story source: Homes Luxury)



It was there I met a motley crew of other mutt-loving mums who
would become my best friends and rock-solid community
throughout our posting. With Luna by our side, we survived the
Trump years, explored our new home, and had the adventure of our
lives.

The end of our time in the US coincided with the unleashing of
Covid. Kids stopped going to school and everything closed down.
We hoped it would all be over in a few months, but there was dread
in the air. Not knowing whether we would have to shelter in place or
return to the motherland made our imminent departure even more
stressful. Luna had been through months of vet visits to comply
with Australian requirements and was booked on a plane so that we
could retrieve her soon after our arrival. That was not to be. Mere
days before our departure we got the phone call saying that all pet
travel on flights had been cancelled.

We were gutted.

Our children were beyond distraught. Who could take Luna? Would
we have to let her go… Unbelievably, our DC community, those dog-
park mums, came to the rescue, generously offering to look after
Luna for as long as it would take. We figured a couple of months.
We were way off.

I remember our last walk with Luna; the sense of disbelief, the city
awash with April cherry blossoms. Leaving our adopted home
during Covid was unnatural and disassociating. There were no
farewell parties, no last, loving hugs. The primary emotion was a
sort of numbness, shot through with moments of sudden grief. 
I remember standing in our garden with Luna and our friends at a
distance as they offered parting pandemic gifts: plastic gloves and
hand-sewn face masks. Our eyes reached for each other but our
arms could not. Unable to say a proper goodbye to the city or our
friends, our departure felt open-ended. We left Luna behind, and
with her a part of ourselves.

our three kids, so we patched up the hole as best we could and fell
to the work of settling in. As time passed, we started believing that
maybe we weren’t so attached to her. And anyway, there seemed to
be no easy way to get her back. Only our youngest kept crying bitter
tears, longing to be reunited with her dog. The rest of us surrendered
to reality. We thought the distance would temper our fondness. 
We were wrong.

When the bureaucratic wheels of her return finally started turning,
the excitement began to bubble up again, but there were also nerves.
Would she recognise us? Would it all work out?

On the day of her departure, a blistering heatwave hit DC and the
airline would not risk taking her as cargo. The pet company drove
her to New York instead, but the traffic was so bad, she missed her
flight. And so began Luna’s odyssey, including a stay in a tatty New
Jersey cargo hold until she boarded a plane bound for Los Angeles,
a week in its urban airport pet lounge with multiple carers, a long-
haul flight to Singapore for another stayover, before she finally
arrived in Melbourne for her obligatory 10-day quarantine. 
We wondered what state we would find her in after such a journey.
We counted down the days and readied ourselves for an epic family
reunion drive.

And then, boom, lockdown two! We were trapped in Sydney days
before Luna’s release from quarantine. We couldn’t believe it. It all
seemed doomed. Family in Melbourne were able to retrieve her and
kindly took her in. Luna had made it safely across the ocean but
could she cross the state lockdown divide? I harboured illicit
fantasies of breaking her out of Melbourne, but eventually
discovered a pet transport company that could do it legally.

The van arrived outside our house on a warm and breezy Sydney
day and as soon as the doors slid open and she caught our scent
from her crate, she started to make little moans of recognition. After
all this time, she still knew who we were. She all but knocked us
over with a tail that did not stop wagging while we lavished her with
love. Right there and then, my son promised her we would never
leave her again. With Luna home, lockdown life has changed. We
feel more energised, the world seems broader. She has literally
grown the love in our home. Our sullen teens make multiple daily
declarations of adoration as they bury their faces into her warm
body. And our youngest finally has a playmate again - you can feel
the joy bouncing back into her. I, too, appreciate Luna’s comforting
presence in ways that I didn’t foresee before lockdown and let myself
forget while she was away.

She hasn’t just come home to us, we have come home through her.
She closed a circle of unsaid goodbyes and carried with her the
imprint of friends and loved ones far away, who took her in. Her
odyssey through pandemic and lockdowns and quarantines, through
fire and flood, far from the place she knew, was also ours.

A few hours after the initial tumult and excitement of Luna’s return
had subsided, I spied my eight-year-old daughter deeply ensconced
on the couch with her long-lost dog and asked how she felt. 
Without skipping a beat, she patted Luna’s head, looked me in the
eye and said: “I feel complete. The pack is back together.”

(Article source: The Guardian)
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n the drab uncertainty of Sydney’s lockdown, silver linings can be
hard to come by. But you never know. Ours arrived on our doorstep
a few days ago in the form of a wet nose, an irrepressible appetite
for walks and the uncanny ability to sniff out discarded food scraps
at great distance. Enter Luna.

Luna is not a pandemic puppy and she is no lockdown stopgap. 
But we haven’t seen her for a long time. Sixteen months to be exact. 

We moved to Washington DC early in 2016, when Barack Obama
was president and the world still seemed to spin on a predictable
axis. 

The first few months adjusting to a new country were tough; my
middle child missed her friends and bawled her eyes out almost
every night, convinced that she would never be able to feel at home
in the US without a dog. She made it sound like an ultimatum. 
We succumbed.

We found a rescue - a feisty, one-year-old, jack russell-beagle mix
with soulful brown eyes and a rough past on the backroads of South
Carolina. Luna came home with us on a summer evening bright with
fireflies, and we never looked back. Every day after dropping my
daughter off at our local elementary school, I walked Luna at the
nearby dog park.

Reuniting the pack: It took 16
months and a journey through six
cities to bring our dog Luna home
When Gadia Zrihan’s family were forced to leave their dog behind, they
left a part of themselves too - a part they feared they could never get
back.



Please help us rescue and care for
vulnerable hedgehogs - Britain’s
favourite mammal
A shocking study has revealed that 
hedgehogs are rapidly vanishing from 
our countryside, with numbers HALVED
in the last 20 years.
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I am delighted to tell you that Britain’s hedgehog has won favourite
mammal in a UK poll.

The UK’s only spiny mammal won with 35.9% of the 5,000 votes,
more than double that of the Red Fox, who came in second place
with 15.4%. The Red Squirrel came third with 11.4%, out of a
shortlist of 10 charismatic UK mammals.

Unfortunately, hedgehogs are rapidly vanishing from our
countryside as numbers have HALVED in the last 20 years, a
shocking study has revealed.

Henry Johnson, hedgehog officer, People’s Trust for Endangered
Species (PTES) said:

“We Brits seem to love hedgehogs for a whole range of reasons,
including their cute appearance, their role as slug controllers and
the way they have colonised our gardens with such aplomb. This
is why it is so sad to see them decline, with one in three lost since
the millennium.”

Threats to hedgehogs come mostly from us. In rural areas, our
farmland increasingly lacks the diversity of habitats hedgehogs
need and the invertebrates they feed on. In towns and cities green
spaces are lost to development, paved over or increasingly
fragmented. Hedgehogs are also very prone to road traffic
accidents.

This is why we have launched this special Annual Appeal to protect
Britain’s favourite mammal.

At Hedgehog Rescue Rehabilitation and Care Centre we respond
immediately to rescue injured hedgehogs. A vet is called in straight
away and the hedgehogs are monitored and cared for. Once fit
and well they are released back into the wild.

Hedgehog Rescue is now conducting its Annual Appeal. Only by
continuing our huge effort and long-life commitment can we give
these wonderful animals a safe, happy and contented life.

We care for many hedgehogs here at our rehabilitation
centre. Hedgehogs just like these:

‘Julie’

‘Julie’ (pictured left) came in last Autumn, quite
small, out in daylight and had ticks. She stayed a
few weeks, put on enough weight, and made a
full recovery. She was released back to her own
territory by the finder.

Baby Hedgehogs

These 2 hedgehogs came in as very small
babies and had stayed with us a few
weeks, gaining weight and giving us a
chance to sort out their health issues. They
had several ticks and needed worming.
When they were 100% ready, we released
them close to where they were found.

These hedgehogs are some of the lucky ones. Others are less
fortunate.

As a friend who knows what a wonder animals can be, I hope you
will support our Annual Appeal. Your kind gift will help us rescue
and care for many more vulnerable hedgehogs - Britain’s favourite
mammal.

To donate to Hedgehog Rescue, go to:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/hedgehogrescue 
or write to: Raisemore, Unit 1, Alton Road Industrial Estate,
Ross-on-Wye HR9 5NB
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