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Letter from the Editor

Welcome to the January 2021 issue of 
‘My Pet Matters’ - The monthly Newsletter
that brings you and your pet closer.

Happy New Year to you and your beloved pet!
This month we give you advice if you are
struggling to fund your pet’s care during the
Covid-19 pandemic. We show you how to work
from home - if you’re pet won’t let you. 
We bring you a feature on everything you
need to know about artificial grass for dogs,
and we ask if Crufts 2021 will go ahead given
the coronavirus crisis.  Plus much much more!

Every month we bring you pet news,
interesting articles and features, what’s on,
handy tips, expert opinions and advice,
finance information, pet product promotions,
travel, art, fun and games and much more for
you to getting to know your pet better.

Plus there is our Charity of the Month. 
(See page 20 for details).

And why not receive future issues of ‘My Pet
Matters? It’s absolutely FREE! Just visit:
www.mypetmatters.co.uk and click on
‘Newsletter’.

I hope you enjoy reading ‘My Pet Matters’ and
wish you all the best for you and your furry
friends.

The Editor - My Pet Matters

My        MattersPet

PS. Do you have an interesting story about

you r pet? Or anything else you may want to

contribute to any of our topics? If so please

email us to: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk

and we may use it in a futu re issue!

My Pet Matters is a Newsletter published by Clearlight Media. Unit 1, Alton Road Industrial Estate, Ross-on-Wye HR9 5NB.
email: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk Web: www.mypetmatters.co.uk 3

Coronavirus (COVID-19): advice for people 
in England with animals

Advice for pet owners and livestock keepers on looking after
the welfare of animals during the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic. This advice applies to England only.

You should stay alert and follow the current coronavirus
guidance at all times. This is national guidance. Check if there
are local restrictions in your area.

There is no evidence that:

• coronavirus is circulating in pets or other animals in the UK
• pets, other domestic animals or livestock can transmit the 
disease to humans

In line with general advice on coronavirus, you should wash your
hands before and after being around or handling animals or their
food. There is no evidence that you need to wash your pets to
control the spread of coronavirus. Never use household or
commercial cleaning products, disinfectants or antibacterial
wipes on pets.

If your animal needs vet treatment

If your animal needs treatment, phone the vet to arrange the best
way to meet their needs.

Dogs

If you have symptoms of coronavirus you should self-isolate at
home for 7 days, or 14 days as a household or support bubble.
You should arrange a test to find out if you have coronavirus.
If your dog cannot exercise at home, you should ask someone
outside of your household or support bubble to walk your dog
for you.

If you do not have symptoms of coronavirus

You may leave your house to walk your dog. You should stay 2
metres apart from anyone outside of your household or support
bubble, or one metre with risk mitigation where 2 metres is not
viable. An example of risk mitigation would be wearing a face
covering. You should consider that wearing a face covering may
inhibit communication with people who rely on lip reading, facial
expressions and clear sound.

When walking your dog in areas used by other people, you
should consider putting your dog on a lead to ensure you can
stay 2 metres away from others. You should wash your hands
before and after handling your dog.

If you’re walking dogs on behalf of someone not able to

You may walk a dog for someone who is unable to leave their
house because they are self-isolating or being shielded.
You should wash your hands before and after handling the dog
and keep 2 metres away from other people and animals,
including when handing over the dog to the owner.

Cats

You should wash your hands before and after any contact with
your cat.

Horses, livestock and other animals

If you have symptoms of coronavirus you should self-isolate at
home for 7 days, or 14 as a household or support bubble. 
You should arrange a test to find out if you have coronavirus.

If you have a horse that you don’t keep at home (for example,
you keep it in livery, a stables or on private land), you should not
visit it whilst you are self-isolating. You should contact your yard
manager or vet to make suitable animal welfare arrangements.
If you have livestock such as cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, poultry,
or any other types of livestock, you should arrange for someone
else who is not self-isolating to care for your animals.

Where this is not possible, you should ensure the basic needs
of your animals are met. You should wash your hands before and
after handling your animals and stay 2 metres away from other
people. If you’re too unwell to care for your animals and there is
no one to help, you should call your local authority.

If you do not have symptoms of coronavirus

You may:

• leave your house to provide care for your horse or livestock.
• ride your horse

You should stay 2 metres away from others. You should wash
your hands before and after contact with any animals.

If your horse needs attention from a farrier

If your horse requires attention from a farrier, you should phone
the farrier for advice to best meet your horse’s needs. You and
the farrier should stay 2 metres apart and wash your hands
before and after contact with the horse.

Contact

If you have any queries, email the APHA Customer Advice team
customeradvice@apha.gov.uk.

For commercial transporter enquiries, email the APHA Welfare
in Transport team WIT@apha.gov.uk.

CORONAVIRUS



And ahead of the annual spectacular, she revealed the track was
dedicated to her baby son Billy, who she welcomed in May earlier
this year.

The singer shared an adorable clip of herself cuddling Billy alongside
a caption which read: 'My world'

Alongside the video, she wrote: 'Tonight I'll be singing You're My
World as Cilla on @itv for @RoyalVariety at 8pm. This is the little
man I'm singing it for.'

Viewers went wild for the special performance and many took to
Twitter to laud her version of the 1965 track.

Sheridan, who played the Anyone Who Had A Heart hitmaker in the
2014 ITV series, wore a stunning green dress with draped sleeves
as she gave her performance. 

Pooch Perfect is set to launch on BBC One at 8pm on January 7
2021.

(Story source: Daily Mail)

Once she arrived to the veterinary clinic, she learned that her new
furry friend was a bit different from the canines she typically hangs
out with. This timid pup was in fact a wild coyote.

Andrea was shocked once she knew she was sharing her car with a
wild dog. He was so incredibly docile, that even the veterinary staff
was shocked by the situation. To make sure that this furry friend
received the treatment that he needed, they immediately contacted
a wildlife rehabilitator.

While Andrea waited to hear of her wild friend’s recovery, the news
of her rescue went viral on twitter. It all began when Athie’s brother
tweeted this:

“Today my sister picked up a COYOTE thinking it was a run-over
dog and took it to the vet.”

Along with this tweet, he shared the photos of Athie resting
comfortably with the wild coyote in her lap. Naturally, the photos
went viral!

Back at the wildlife treatment center, the wild coyote began to
experience difficulties in his recovery. What originally seemed like
just a limb, became clear that this wild pup was facing much more
serious internal injuries as well.

The coyote stayed in the wildlife hospital for 5 days, but was unable
to recover. He unfortunately passed away.

Though this was a terrible end to an incredible rescue story, animal
lovers can take comfort in the fact that he got to pass away in a
warm bed surrounded with care, instead of on the side of the road
where he would have remained without Athie’s help.

We wish this story had a different outcome, but we are so happy to
know that there are dedicated wildlife rescuers out there working
tirelessly to save lives. Though this was not the outcome we hoped
for, we know that other wildlife will benefit from the care of this
rescue group!

(Story source: I Heart Dogs)
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Metro reports that new research has found that sleeping with a dog
in your bed is actually good for you. 

In fact, it’s better than sharing a bed with a human. According to a
study conducted by Christy L. Hoffman, from Canisius College in
New York, the sleeping patterns of our four-legged friends closely
mirror those of humans. 

The study spoke to 962 women across the US, 55% of which shared
the bed with at least one dog, while 57% shared the bed with a
human partner and 31% shared the bed with at least one cat.

Dogs were found to be less disruptive to sleep than both human
partners and cats - which makes sense when you think about the
battles some partners face with duvet hogging. This means
individuals who sleep next to dogs instead of cats are able to stick
to a stricter sleep schedule - so sleep better.

Canines also scored higher for comfort and security in comparison
to cats and other humans, with participants reporting that bed-
sleeping cats are just as disruptive as human partners. What’s more,
dog owners reported earlier sleep and wake times than cat owners
and participants without pets. So not only are dogs soft and warm
to cuddle up to, but they actually help with our sleep health, too.

The scientists behind the study commented: ‘Dog ownership and its
associated responsibilities may cause individuals to adhere to a
stricter routine. Keeping to a consistent sleep schedule may be
beneficial to dog owners.’ 

It looks like the dog hairs on the bed are worth it after all.

(Story source: Metro)

The Daily Mail reports that the actress, 39, will be looking for the
UK's Top Dog Stylist by hosting a grooming competition alongside
her fluffy co-host Stanley.

Featuring 16 professional dog stylists from across the nation,
Sheridan will task the groomers with a series of themed challenges
each week that will see dogs go through epic transformations to the
delight of viewers. 

These challenges will vary in style, and their creations will then be
revealed on The Dogwalk for the judges to deliberate which of the
week's contenders has impressed them the most.

It is at this stage that the dog's owners will be able to see their newly
transformed pooches for the first time since the stylists put their
skills to the test.

Dog fanatic Sheridan is also surely going to enjoy seeing all the
various styles that are put forward on the runway.

Sheridan wowed viewers with her 'incredible' performance of Cilla
Black's You're My World during the Royal Variety Show on Tuesday
evening.

I Heart Dogs reports that his leg appeared to be broken, and she
knew he needed immediate help.

It’s as if he knew he was about to get the care he needed, as he
easily let her pick him up and settle him into her car. 

She was able to load up the injured pup, and began to head to the
closest vet clinic.

Sleeping with a dog in
bed is actually better
than sharing one with
your partner, says study
If you’ve ever felt like you’ve needed to
justify sharing a bed with your dog, then 
we have excellent news for you.

Woman is stunned when
she realises she just
rescued a coyote
Andrea Athie was driving down the road
when she came across a young canine in
distress.

Sheridan Smith is set 
to look for the UK's 
best dog groomer as 
pet stylists go head-to-
head in exciting new BBC
competition show Pooch
Perfect
Sheridan Smith is set to present the BBC's
new competitive series Pooch Perfect, it has
been revealed.

STAY SAFE
WITH YOUR PET

CORONAVIRUS

PS. Do you have an interesting story about you r pet?

If so please ema il us to: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk

and we may use it in a futu re issue!
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He actually likes getting a good scratch behind the ears, too. Rocco,
on the other hand, enjoys doing it for him. He could do it all day as
long as Beaù allows him to. At times, Kayleigh has to call Beaù just
to go home.

Rocco used to have a friend named Jak. The two were extremely
close. When Jak passed away, Rocco’s attention was turned to Beaù.
He probably found the big dog comforting.

“(Rocco) really missed Jak as they were really close so Beaù made
it easier,”-Kayleigh shared.

The video of the two dogs went viral. People who have seen it have
nothing but admiration for Beaù and Rocco. One viewer commented:
“Wow the way he sitting I know that back scratch hit the spot, his
like yes yes don’t stop.”

Another one said: “Now that’s what you call a good little buddy. :)”
Other viewers wished their humans would take down the fence. 
That way, Beaù and Rocco would have more time to play with each
other. Beaù doesn’t return the favour.

And it doesn’t really matter. The big dog shows plenty of love for his
small pal in other ways. The two dogs enjoy hanging out together in
the yard even if there’s a fence in between them. That’s what real
friendship is.

Being friends means doing favours for each other. You do things for
your friends without expecting anything in return. And even if your
friends fail to return the favour, it doesn’t mean that they don’t care
for you. There are other ways your friends can show their love for
you.

(Story source: Ron Project)

‘We could tell he was going to be mischievous when we got him as
a pup, but I was not expecting to have to shell out £9,000 for new
furniture. ‘He didn’t just nibble the cuddle chair, he took it back to
the bare framework. 

‘To say it was a shock when I walked in from work was an
understatement. ‘He has cost us an arm and a leg, but I wouldn’t
have him any other way. ‘He is my best friend and the most loving
dog.’

Jill fell in love with Cooper the moment they met him in 2015. ‘My
heart melted when I met him, I just had to have him,’ Jill said: But
when Cooper tore apart the couple’s cuddle chair when he was a
year old, Jill was shocked. She said: ‘It was then I realised just how
destructive he was.’ 

A mere two weeks after the cuddle chair bit the dust, Jill arrived
home to find stuffing strewn about her kitchen and her sofa
destroyed. ‘This time I was not happy,’ she said. ‘He had left it in
tatters. ‘We spent a few weeks without any furniture before we could
replace it.’

Jill and Steve tried their best to curb Cooper’s chewing habit, but
the four-legged agent of chaos even managed to tear his way out of
a crate. Jill said: ‘He had twisted the bars to free himself and eaten
apart our brand new sofa. ‘I couldn’t believe it.’ On top of sofas and
chairs, Coopers also ate his way through mobile phones, remote
controls and dining room tables. In total, Cooper has chewed up: 

• Eight sofas - costing £700 each 
• Two dining room tables - costing £300 each 
• 10 remote controls - costing £20 each 
• Six mobile phones - costing £300 each 
• One set of oak nest tables - costing £250 
• One set of wooden doors - costing £300 

Making the total cost of his reign of destruction £8,750 so far.

‘One day I came home to find a leg of our dining room table ripped
off and in his bed,’ Jill said. In addition to crate training, Cooper has
been but through puppy classes, puppy university and agility to try
and control his behaviour and at last he seems to be chilling out.
‘He hasn’t eaten our latest sofa yet,’ Jill said. ‘It’s a leather one and
I don’t think he likes the taste of it.

‘We’ve gone through eight sofas, numerous mobile phones, two
dining tables, rugs, shoes, trainers and handbags galore. ‘But we
wouldn’t change him for the world.’

(Story source: Metro)

Ron Project reports that an 8-month-old puppy named Beaù
considers the neighbour’s dog as her best friend.

After meeting a few months ago, they became close friends in an
instant. Although Beaù is bigger than Rocco, their difference in size
didn’t get in the way of their friendship. Beaù is such a sweet dog.

Her human, Kayleigh Burrowes, finds her Staffordshire Bull Terrier
almost too friendly: “She’s is so hyper all the time and loves
snuggles. (She’s) super friendly with all the neighbour’s dogs, but
has a soft spot for Rocco,” she shares in an interview with The Dodo.

Kayleigh didn’t give much thought to the dogs’ bond until she saw
something odd. “One day, I was sitting on my sofa then I looked out
the patio door and Rocco was massaging Beaù. I thought I was
seeing things for a second, but now they won’t stop,” she continued.
She found the dogs’ interaction quite amusing.

It’s something not all people get to witness every day. This was what
encouraged her to take a video of Rocco massaging her dog.

In the video, Beaù can be seen sitting beside a fence. At first, you’d
think that she’s just relaxing and enjoying the nice weather outside.
If you take a closer look, you’ll see a white tiny paw stroking the
black dog’s back. 

It was Rocco giving Beaù a massage!

The most adorable thing is it’s happening every day.

“This massaging could go on for as long as Beaù wants him to. It’s
a daily thing now.”- Kayleigh said. Beaù seems to really enjoy getting
his massages.

Metro reports that his owners claim to have ‘Britain’s naughtiest
dog’ after he chewed his way through eight sofas, two dining room
tables and 10 remote controls - costing Jill Kirkham and her partner
Steve nearly £9k in total.

The first item of furniture to go was Jill’s cuddle chair which Cooper
gnawed through when he was a mere 12 months old. Now at a
somewhat calmer five and a half years old, Cooper worked his way
through seven more before he got to this point.

Even though he’s cost her and Steve a bundle, cleaning supervisor
Jill ‘wouldn’t have him any other way.’ Jill, 54, said: ‘Cooper is
definitely Britain’s naughtiest dog. ‘You can’t take your eyes off him
for a second - or he’ll be up to no good.

Metro reports that amusing footage shows the pet dog - who
normally stops his musical antics as soon as his owner Esther
Mason walks in - caught howling out his favourite tunes in Jersey.

Dexter spends a few minutes each week perfecting his craft and
Esther, 43, says the animal is by far the best pianist in the house,
after finally capturing him at work last week. She also describes him
as a ‘big goofy dog who plays the piano’. But Esther says the talented
two-year-old even made the neighbours wonder if her young
daughter was learning to play, after hearing his ‘soulful’ songs.
Footage shows the self-taught Dalmatian standing on his back legs
and hitting the keys with his paws.  He then leans his head back and
holds long, yappy notes.  The video begins from the top of the stairs,
while Dexter can be heard refining his latest work on the floor below.

But as the camera gets to the room, the black and white dog pads
away from the piano.  Later viewers get a proper glimpse of the
canine artist at work, as he stands over the instrument and wags his
tail in tune with his melodic barks.  Esther thinks the dog was
particularly passionate because she had left the Cats soundtrack
lying on the piano. She explained: ‘He’s been playing the piano for a
while, I barely ever get to see it but my neighbours have asked me
a few times if my daughter is learning the piano. ‘He tends to stop
when he sees me because he’s got a short attention span and he’ll
run to us to play.

‘It’s amazing because it really sounds like he’s singing and trying to
play the different notes.’ Esther, who is a teacher, continued: ‘You
can tell he’s really passionate about it - I don’t know if it’s because
there’s the cats soundtrack score there. ‘I think he found it offensive
and that’s why he was bellowing the way he was. ‘But he’s really a
very soulful singer.’ Esther and husband Rob, 45, said they
discovered Dexter’s talents one evening last year when they
suddenly heard the piano notes clanking in the middle of the night.

He’s just this big goofy dog who plays the piano - what’s not to love?
‘And maybe he’ll be able to teach us how to play as well.’

(Story source: Metro)

Dog visits his fence every
day to get daily massage
from the neighbour-pup
Like humans, dogs are able to form special
bonds with other animals. The evidence
remains largely based on observations - 
but a lot of dog owners can attest to that.

Couple say they have
‘Britain’s naughtiest dog’
after his chewing cost
them nearly £9k
You might think your dog has disobedient
moments, but it’s probably nothing
compared with Cooper the boxer.

Dalmatian caught by
owners playing piano 
and singing along
A cultured Dalmatian has taken up playing
the piano - and throwing back his head to
sing along



If you’re at, or are getting to the point where you’re concerned
about your ability to be able to feed your pet or pay for their
essentials like veterinary care, you’re probably understandably
really worried, and may not know where to turn for help.

This article will share a whole list of things and places to
investigate that might be able to help you to bridge the gap or
get help to cover the cost of caring for your pet if you’re
struggling financially due to Covid-19. Read on to learn more. 

Ensure you’re getting any benefits or
government support you’re entitled to

First of all, ensure that you’re getting any benefits, subsidies, or
financial support you might be entitled to. This might mean
jobseeker benefits or furlough, and given the sheer range of
different schemes and eligibilities that are and have been in place
during the course of the pandemic so far, it is understandable
that not everyone who may be entitled to help knows about it.
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Talk to family and friends that might help

If you have friends or family who might be able to help you with
a loan or some shopping to keep you going, this can be a huge
help. It isn’t always easy to admit that you’re struggling even
through no fault of your own, but most of us go through lean
periods at some point in our lives, and generally people who care
about you would rather you spoke up than struggled in silence.

Even if you know friends and family might not be in a position to
help financially, simply talking things through can make you feel
better, and you might find it generates some practical ideas that
can help you too.

Speak to your bank and other financial
organisations about payment holidays 
and debt restructuring

Having to speak to your bank, credit card provider or other
organisations because you’re struggling to pay them can be
daunting too, but banks, mortgage providers and other financial
bodies understand the difficult situation many people are in at
the moment, and are trying to help.

Payment holidays and similar schemes are available for most
lines of credit to allow you to stop making payments for a few
months with no damage to your credit rating, so take advantage
of the safeguards that are in place to make things a little easier.

Food banks may be able to help with pet food

Food banks provide a vital lifeline to a large number of people in
the UK who are struggling to feed themselves and their families,
and many people who work long hours still don’t earn enough
to support their needs without them, and there is no stigma in
this.

Food banks also understand that people who are short of food
for themselves are likely to be short of food for their pets too,
and the vast majority of them have pet food available for those
in need. Speak to your local food bank and find out if they can
help you. Ordering online is usually cheaper than buying from
supermarkets and particularly, vets.

If you are looking to cut costs on your usual pet food, ordering
online usually costs less like for like than buying in a shop, even
if you factor in the delivery cost (if relevant). Shop around too,
and look for discount coupons for email newsletter signs ups
and so on as these can knock an additional discount off the listed
price too.

Buying in bulk if you can afford to can cut the
costs

If you can afford to buy in bulk or share an order with someone,
this allows you to benefit from economies of scale when you buy
your pet food, and save money over the longer term.

Try to maintain payments on your pet
insurance policy if you possibly can

If your pet is insured, this is one expense you should try to
maintain as long as you possibly can because if you’re struggling
day to day, paying out for veterinary care in an emergency is likely
to be an even bigger problem. If your policy comes due for
renewal and you can’t afford it, try switching to monthly instead
of annual payment to spread the cost, shopping around for a
cheaper alternative, or seeing if there are areas you can reduce
coverage level without causing problems to maintain a policy.
Find out about the help available from charities like the RSPCA,
UK Cats, Dogs Trust, PDSA, and major national charities.

Many of the UK’s major national pet charities including those
mentioned above have schemes or protocols in place to help
people who need assistance with the financial aspects of caring
for their pets, but these can be very variable. Spay and neutering
assistance is available from most of the mentioned charities, and
some assist with the cost of veterinary care and potentially other
things too. National pet charities that do offer assistance to
people in financial difficulty generally work to a very rigid set of
eligibility criteria to ensure they can help those in the greatest
need, so check this out and if you are eligible, see what help you
can get.

Local charities might have more discretion 
to offer help to individual pet owners

Small, local and independent charities tend to be more financially
stretched than the larger ones, but if you’re struggling to feed
your pet or buy essentials, they tend to have more leeway and
discretion to help you out too. It is always worth asking,
particularly as local charities also have a vested interest in
reducing pet surrender and abandonment, which of course
increases when people cannot afford to keep their pet.

Talk to your vet

Your vet might know of specific charities, support funds, or other
options that could help you short term if you needed assistance
with essentials. Also, if your pet needs treatment and you cannot
afford it and Covid is the cause, your vet will work with you to
develop a treatment and payment plan to enable you to get the
help you need.

Check local support groups and funds

Many local areas formed support groups and help exchanges at
the start of the pandemic, to assist people with things like getting
shopping if they could not get out, and offering a sympathetic
ear by phone to people who were isolated. Many of these also
hold funds or donations to use to help local people on a
discretionary basis, so look into such groups via social media
and local announcements and find out if there’s something
available that’s relevant to you.

(Article source: Pets 4 Homes)
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Covid-19 and your finances: What
to do if you are struggling to fund
your pet’s care
The Covid-19 pandemic and related restrictions have placed a great
many people into financial uncertainty and difficulty, and caused many
of us to lose sleep worrying about how we’ll make ends meet or manage
as things progress further.
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“Many cat owners will find that their pet wants to get involved
with what they’re doing, and won’t realise they’re not helping,”
says Evy Mays, feline welfare adviser at Battersea Dogs & Cats
Home.

(Note: I’m almost certain my cat knows he’s not helping.) “Giving
cats extra enrichment during working hours can help keep them
occupied,” she says. 

She suggests “puzzle feeders, interactive toys and access to the
outdoors to burn off energy and tap into their natural exploratory
behaviour”.

Cats, however, as many of us have learned, are not always so
easily dissuaded. “If the cat persists in trying to clamber over
your keyboard, try training the cat to sit in a designated area on
the desk during work hours,” says Mays. 

She advises placing a small towel in an appropriate area on the
desk. Every time the cat jumps up on to the desk, point to the
towel using a word such as “here” or “towel” as a marker. If the
cat goes to the towel, give the cat a treat, so it associates the
positive action with reward.

“This may take time, but it’s a good way to encourage the cat to
an appropriate place, while also engaging with them in a positive
way to increase mental engagement and stimulation,” says Mays. 

“Never punish the cat if they do jump on the keyboard or don’t
use the towel.” Cats, apparently, have trouble grasping the idea
of bad publicity.

It is the middle of the afternoon, and I have come inside to keep
one eye on the television while I work through some emails. 
This is my idea of multitasking. 

The dog, meanwhile, is doing this thing - bouncing between a
low crouch and a sitting position, backing up a few steps and
repeating - that roughly translates as: “You! Me! Right now! Let’s
go!” 

“I’m busy,” I say, which, as far as the dog knows, is true. But the
dog’s priorities are not my priorities. “A dog who seeks attention
even when you’re busy is communicating that, at that moment
in time, they need something from you,” says Suzie Douglass,
head coach at the Dogs Trust’s Dog school in Dartington. 

“They could be seeking attention because they’re worried about
something and need reassurance, they might be bored and
seeking something to do, or they might simply not understand
why you’re sitting there ignoring them when usually you
respond.”

The secret to a happy, work-friendly dog is a predictable routine
- they like structure, so feeding, walking and playing should
ideally happen at the same time every day. 

Work time should also be part of this routine. “Establishing
consistent boundaries between work and free time is beneficial
for us as well as our dogs,” says Douglass. 

“For those working from home on a longer-term basis, it’s
especially important for a dog to learn to relax, lie down and have
time on their own when you’re busy on phone calls or video
meetings.”

A toy that makes a dog work for a treat may buy you enough time
for an emergency virtual meeting, but marking the boundary
between work and play involves teaching your old dog a new
trick: how to “settle”. 

Set aside this training for a time when your dog is already feeling
relaxed. Sit quietly on a chair with the dog lying on a blanket on
the floor. 

Drop bite-sized treats as a reward for settling, but do not say
anything while you are doing it, and don’t give any attention to
non-settling behaviour. Gradually increase the amount of time
the dog must settle for before you reward them.

A noisy bird presents a knottier problem: you can’t silence a
parrot, and you should not try to. Some species will naturally
squawk or sing at regular intervals during the day, for up to 20
minutes at a stretch.

Excessive screaming can be curbed, but you would need to know
the cause, and a bird might scream for any number of reasons:
illness, loneliness, boredom, tiredness, fear or even jealousy. 

Otherwise, the basic strategy is the same as it would be for cats
and dogs: reward the behaviour you want, ignore the behaviour
you don’t like. 

Foraging toys or “puzzle feeding” - anything that makes the bird
work to get food - can also keep your parrot busy, and possibly
quiet. 

If you think your parrot is lonely, you could try getting another
one for company, but that sort of doubling down is prone to
backfire. You might end up with two screaming birds.

Continued on pages 12-13…

I am sitting at my computer, in my office at the end of the garden,
typing. On the other side of the door, the cat is staring at me
through the glass. It is a hard stare. 

I know the cat wants to come in so that he can climb on to my
desk and walk back and forth across my keyboard, deleting files
and pressing Send prematurely. 

He knows that, if he does this with sufficient persistence, I will
eventually feed him, even though I have already fed him.
Anything, just to get a little work done. 

So the door remains shut, and I’m getting a stiff neck from trying
not to make eye contact.

Pets were meant to be the great beneficiaries of the pandemic:
with so many people furloughed or working from home, the dogs
and cats of Britain would finally receive the attention they craved.
And the food. Soon, however, people discovered that home-
working and pet-owning were not entirely compatible. Cats don’t
care if you are in the middle of a Zoom meeting.

Dogs don’t understand deadlines. Some parrots make so much
noise during the day that one charity recently reported a 70%
annual increase in those needing rehoming.

In the spring, the whole awkward arrangement seemed
charmingly temporary but, as England locks down for a second
time, many pet owners still have not found the right balance
between work and the animals they care for - between cat and
keyboard.

Sit! Stay! Get off my Zoom call!
How to work from home - when
your pet won’t let you
What do you do if your dog is chewing your computer lead or your
moggy keeps deleting your emails? Animal behavioural experts give
their advice for harmonious homeworking.
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How pets are helping us at home through 
the coronavirus crisis

Animals are proving a lifesaver for many, providing companionship
and consistency in uncertain times.

After years of nagging for a pet, Barney, the cavalier King Charles
spaniel, could not have arrived at a better moment, says Marie
Brown. “We picked him up the day before lockdown. The timing is
a godsend.”

The puppy has helped her children, aged 12 and 15, adjust to life at
home in Sevenoaks, Kent, without school, sport or much of a social
life.

“They entertain each other,” says Brown. “My daughter would have
been bored witless without him. He’s brought structure to the day,
and is getting us all outside in the garden.”

The benefits of pet ownership for health and wellbeing are well-
documented, reducing loneliness and anxiety, lending daily
structure, and lifting mood.

And that’s in normal circumstances. In lockdown, pets are proving
a lifesaver for many, providing companionship, consistency and
even joy.

“Barney is definitely reducing the stress levels and upping the fun
in our house,” says Brown.

Dogs in particular have helped to keep their owners active,
demanding daily walks, pandemic or no.

Bethan Taylor-Swaine, who lives in Brixton, south-west London, has
been lending her brussels griffon dog, Loki, to her neighbours - for
their benefit, and his.

“He’s super social, and he just can’t fathom how he’s gone from
essentially being treated like a boy band member to only really
seeing me and my husband.”

Afsaneh Parvizi-Wayne, from Highgate in north London, says Honey,
a two-year-old cockapoo, has helped keep her husband sane as he
weathers the coronavirus crisis as a hospital consultant.

“He walks through the door and she’s waiting for him, and he’s on
the floor playing with her. You can visibly see the day’s stress and
anxieties diminishing,” Parvizi-Wayne says.

Rachel Conlisk, who lives in Birmingham, says her cats, Belle and
Little Tyke, have been a great comfort to her and her 11-year-old
son, Sam. “They’ve been happy having us home - they’re always on
our laps,” says Conlisk.

“We’ve found that when everything’s so crazy out there, it’s been
really nice having them around - they remind you that life goes on.”
Sam says when he has felt worried or sad, cuddling Little Tyke has
made him feel better. “She’s a tabby cat. She’s got a small head and
a big body. She sleeps on my bed.”

Conlisk says Little Tyke is “really tolerant”.

But it is not only dogs and cats that bring benefits. Alexander
Phasey, 18, from Newport in south Wales, says his reptiles have
been key to managing his severe social anxiety and depression.

He has about 18 animals, including bearded dragons, leopard
geckos, corn snakes, tortoises, and monitor lizards, the largest of
which is about three-quarters-of-a-metre (2.5ft) long and growing.

His “baby” is Lily, a nine-month-old Argentinian black-and-white
tegu - a large tropical lizard. “I’ve got a proper bond with her. I’ll tap
my hand to the floor and she’ll come running out like a puppy,
tasting everything with her tongue.”

Coronavirus has had minimal impact on his ability to care for them,
says Phasey, though his pet food supplier is struggling to meet
demand from reptile owners stockpiling for their pets: “There’s a
shortage of locusts.”

Some people without pets have seen lockdown as an opportunity to
bring one home. Many animal charities have reported an increase
in fostering and adoptions, despite most centres being closed to the
public.

Battersea Dogs and Cats Home rehomed 86 dogs and 69 cats in one
week in mid-March, more than double the animals placed during the
same period last year. One dog, Tulip, had been at the centre for 110
days.

Dogs Trust has reported a 25% increase in adoptions, but warned
that “a dog is for life … not just for lockdown”.

“We really need people to think about what might happen on the
other side of this outbreak when people are hopefully back to their
usual routines and have other commitments,” said the trust’s
operations director, Adam Clowes.

Some animals appear to be struggling with the disruption to their
routines. Livi Perkins, a pet sitter in Rock Ferry, Wirral, has been put
out of work by the pandemic and says a client sent her footage of
their dog reacting to a video Perkins posted on Instagram. 
“She heard my voice and ran around looking for me.”

Caroline Wilkinson, an animal behaviourist and dog trainer near
Bristol, says dogs in particular can become needy or prone to
barking with their humans more available.

She recommends keeping their mealtimes and bedtimes consistent,
and ensuring they have some time by themselves. Dogs may even
need “a rest day” from all the exercise.

For now, many pets are relishing their owners’ extra attention and
new enthusiasm for walks. Brown - who has always worked from
home, as a website designer - worries for Barney, who will have
never known any other life.

“When this is all over, and everybody goes back to work and school,
I’m going to have a dog that is suddenly wondering where everybody 

(Article source: Various)

Perhaps the most important to remember is that your constant
presence represents a big disruption for your pets, too, especially
if you are allowing the stress of work to invade the domestic
sphere. 

“Animals rely on reading body language, so can be very good
judges of our own emotions, even if we are trying to hide them,”
says Nathalie Ingham, a canine behaviourist at Battersea Dogs
& Cats Home. Cats, you may not be surprised to hear, are a little
less sensitive to your career problems. 

“For the most part, cats won’t take too much notice of longer
working hours unless it impacts on them receiving a valued
resource, for example meals,” says Mays. 

They may, however, be upset by outward behaviour that they are
not used to, such as loud exclamations or pacing, so it’s
important they have somewhere to go to get away from you.

Dogs are more likely to pick up on your stress. “Our dogs can
recognise when we’re agitated or worried and this can affect the
way they feel, too,” says Douglass. 

“It helps to learn to recognise the signs that your dog is
beginning to feel uncomfortable about things, as then you can
take steps to help them feel better.  

Dogs can show subtle signs they are becoming worried, which
humans often miss, such as licking their lips when they’re not
hungry, and yawning when they’re not tired.” 

Taking some time out to walk or play with your dog will not just
reduce his stress levels, but yours.

For dogs, the real problems may begin when we finally return to
the office. “All the extra attention could potentially create a ticking
time bomb of separation anxiety for our dogs,” says Rachel
Casey, the director of canine behaviour and research at Dogs
Trust. “If they expect us to be about all the time, it will be more
difficult for them to cope once we eventually go back to our
normal lives.”

It may seem premature at this point, but we should be preparing
our pets for the end of working from home. For cats, this may
simply be a case of providing an environment in which they can
busy themselves during the day in ways that do not involve
human social contact. 

With dogs, it is a matter of maintaining, as much as possible, the
remnants of your pre-pandemic routine. “If you used a dog
walker before lockdown, we would recommend that you still get
them to sometimes walk with your dog if possible, as this is a
big part of some dogs’ routines,” says Ingham.

Above all, you and your pet will both need some me-time, even
when you are at home together. “Just make sure that you factor
in time apart from your dog each day to help them to cope when
alone,” says Casey. “They could be separated from you by a door
or child-gate for an hour or two while you’re working.”

Unfortunately, there is no barrier to stop a cat’s eyes boring into
the back of your head while you are trying to work. Maybe he will
give up when it gets dark.
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Pet-friendly 

Manufactured from only the highest quality eco-materials, your
new lawn is free from lead and cadmium; causing no harm to
our furry friends. Daisy and Max were wagging their tails with
delight when their owner replaced their run-down lawn with a
welcoming area to run, play and do their business!  

No more digging disasters for pet owners

Digging holes are a pet owner’s nightmare. Artificial turf is
resilient against the relentless attempts to destroy your lawn. 
The polypropylene fibres and robust backing will withstand the
excessive scratching and digging our dogs love to do. 

Although you may want to break the habit, your pets will soon
become discouraged when they realise with artificial turf their
efforts are in vain.

No reaction to pet urine

Unsightly balding patches and colour defects are no longer
subsequent of pet urine. The synthetic blades will not discolour
whilst ample drainage holes make quick work of hosing away the
excess. With no lingering odours or lasting effects, your pets are
free to do their business without causing any havoc. If you have
multiple pets then it is important to keep on top of your cleaning
routine.

Say goodbye to muddy mayhem in pet
owners homes

You no longer need to quarantine the garden in fear of those
muddy puddles natural lawns develop after heavy rainfall. 
A permeable base quickly disperses of any surplus water,
speeding up the drying process. Whilst your sub-sand layer acts
as a shield over the underlying mud, meaning no more pesky
paw prints covering the kitchen floor!

Play time curfew is lifted

Your perfect lawn will maintain its natural green appearance all
year round regardless of weather conditions. There’s no need for
chemicals such as fertiliser and weed killer so you can rest
assured you turf is 100% safe for your pets to roam.

How do you maintain artificial grass when
you have dogs?

Despite it being so much easier to maintain, you may be unsure
as to whether or not artificial grass is an option for you if you
have pets. After all, how do you maintain artificial grass when
you have dogs that seem to poop around the clock? The answer
might surprise you. In fact, artificial grass and dogs mix quite
well.

Can dogs pee and poop on artificial grass?

Yes, dogs can pee and poop on artificial grass - just like they
would on natural grass. The good news is that you will not have
to clean urine from your artificial grass. It drains away in the
same way as rainwater. However, you will need to scoop up and
dispose of dog poop just as you would do when your furry friend
makes a mess on regular grass. It is also recommended to hose
down the poop-affected area to completely eliminate any residual
mess.

Can you jet wash artificial grass?

Yes, you can jet wash artificial grass. But, it can be costly and is
not necessary, even if you have pets. A high-quality artificial turf
cleaner will usually do the trick.

How to clean artificial lawns

The wonderful thing about fake grass for dogs is the easy
maintenance. The pile is maintained by regular brushing with a
soft-medium bristled brush to ensure the fibres stay upright and
the grass remains soft and bouncy for delicate paws.

Surface leaves and debris should be removed immediately to
prevent the build-up of organic matter which can damage the
drainage system. Picking up poop, swilling away any residue and
cleaning are easily done.

If you have an area where your dog urinates more often can be
cleaned effectively with white vinegar or baking soda.

A weekly hose down with tap water or mild detergent should be
enough to keep your lawn looking great. You can also purchase
specialised de-odourisers to keep it smelling fresh too. Most find
that because the lawn holds very little natural smells the majority
of house-trained dogs wait till they go for a walk to do their
business.

Continued on pages 14-15…

Dog faeces also damages grass. Lastly, an overactive mutt will
wear away patches of lawn in time, as they tear around after toys
in a fit of excitement. It’s not surprising that many pet owners
who love their garden consider the benefits of artificial grass, but
is it a good choice?

One of the biggest concerns pet owners have about artificial
grass for dogs is whether dog faeces and urine will damage a
fake lawn. They are sceptical that artificial grass can cope with
all that nature throws at it. 

Well, unlike real turf, artificial grass won’t die when a dog pees
on it. Dog urine drains away, just like rain, so you won’t end up
staring out at a yellow sea. 

Dog faeces will need to be cleaned up, just as you would on a
real lawn. Simply scoop the mess up and hose the area down to
remove any residual grains. 

Rest assured, artificial grass is 100% animal-friendly. 
This coupled with the fact that it is very easy to maintain; no
staining, lingering odours or digging disasters, makes perfect
sense for pet owners. 

Why spend time trying to repair a run-down lawn when you could
replace it with effortless artificial grass.

Here are many reasons pet owners should go artificial:
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Go artificial! Fake grass for dogs -
everything you need to know
Lots of keen gardeners tear their hair out in frustration when they see
just how much damage a dog or two can cause to a lawn. Dogs love to
bury bones and toys. Their urine kills grass before the nitrogen in it
causes a growth spurt - hence the tell-tale rings on a dog owner’s lawn.



Where to buy

Here are some great options of pet friendly artificial grass from
the companies listed below.

Easigrass Artificial Grass Company
www.easigrass.com

Suppliers of award winning artificial grasses, Easigrass have
been around for over 30 years and are the first and only artificial
grass company to be awarded gold by the RHS (Royal
Horticultural Society) at the iconic Chelsea Flower Show.

They supply and fit exceptional quality natural looking
alternatives to the real thing, recently developing a grass with
manicured stripes to give that professionally mown look. With a
network of quality in-house trained installers throughout the UK.

Their artificial grass range and installation system for pet owners
last up to 20 years even with heavy use. British made and
covered by a 10-year guarantee Easigrass have supplied
councils, universities, and schools throughout the UK and
abroad.

Artifical Grass Ltd
www.buzzgrass.com

Manufacturing and suppling their own artificial grasses from the
longest established grass factory in the UK based in Cumbria.
Artifical Grass Ltd use only the highest quality raw materials to
produce their range.

Along with their sister company sispitches.com who have worked
with and supplied to some of the top sports teams around the
world, they have years of experience. Products can be purchased
online or through their UK wide network of distributors.

As of August 2017 this company is now called Buzzgrass
www.buzzgrass.com

They provide a detailed guide to DIY installation on the website
or can put you in touch with a local recommended landscaper to
do the job.

Great Grass
www.greatgrass.co

One of the UKs largest suppliers of artificial grasses Manchester
based Great Grass offers a selection of value for money,
hardwearing solutions with a range of 6 different grasses all of
them hardwearing and suitable for pets.

All of them are covered by a 10-year guarantee and they offer a
full installation service in the North-west of England and Greater
London areas. They have worked with the London Olympic 2012
venues, Chester Racecourse and numerous schools, councils
and businesses throughout the UK.

Express Grass
www.expressgrass.com

An independent family business that has been established for
over 30 years Express Grass is based in Sittingbourne, Kent they
have a huge warehouse and supply one of the largest ranges
available either online or on-site.

They are one of the few companies to offer coloured grass that
can be used to brighten up balconies, hot tub areas or to fit in
with the theme for an event such as a wedding, dog show, or
party.

They even offer an AstroTurf hiring service. Their value for money
range is only available online or by visiting the showroom and
they don’t offer an installation service.

Artificial Lawn Company
www.artificiallawn.co.uk

Relative newbies The Artificial Lawn company has over 10-years’
experience supplying and fitting fake lawns.

Their range includes several options when it comes to artificial
lawns for dogs, including the premier curl grass which is
recommended for agility courses and kennel runs as it extremely
hard-wearing and can handle the heavy traffic by lots of dogs. 
It has been previously used in the main show ring both at Crufts
and the Discover Dogs Exhibition.

All their products are covered by an 8-year guarantee and they
offer a full installation service throughout the UK.

Artificial Grass-Direct.com
www.artificialgrass-direct.com

At Artificial Grass Direct Limited they have been supplying both
the public and trade customers for over 15 years.

They pride themselves on searching the world for new
innovations within the industry and offer a wide range of artificial
grass at competitive prices. They offer opportunities for
landscape gardeners to become resellers and nationwide delivery
on all their products.

Although they do not offer an installation service they have a
comprehensive fitting guide on the website along with a planning
tool and the offer to answer any questions you may have by
telephone to ensure your lawn fits perfectly and is laid correctly.

(Article source: Various)

16 17

Where can i buy dog friendly grass?

It is important when purchasing dog-friendly fake grass, to buy
from an established reputable company, Many DIY and bargain
stores sell imported grass which comes from the far-east. 

This grass is not of the same high quality and could be destroyed
by the heavy wear and tear of larger dogs and could also contain
chemicals that could potentially be harmful to your pet.

This is one product where scrimping is not cost-effective. 
The reduced costs of maintaining a fully manicured lawn mean
purchasing artificial turf can be a real money saver in the long
run so it is worth investing in quality.

What about cost?

Like carpets you can pay anything from £5-£50 a square metre
for artificial turf for pets. The choice can be mind-boggling but
most reputable companies are happy to discuss your
requirements and will be able to offer a dog-friendly product that
complements both your needs and budget.

In the case of fake grass, you really do get what you pay for and
with most companies offering long-term guarantees it can work
out more cost-effective in the long run to pay a little extra for the
best you can afford.

If you have a small area to cover offcuts may be a cheaper option.
Professional installation adds to the cost but unless you are
confident in your abilities it really is best to have your artificial
lawn laid by an expert.

What is the best synthetic turf for dogs?

There are so many options available, different thicknesses,
lengths, sand infills, luxury grasses. The choice can be confusing.
Most companies are happy to discuss what products would suit
your lifestyle and family. The best option for artificial grass if you
have dogs is a hard-wearing, durable turf with good drainage.

Shorter pile is best as some dogs don’t like the sensation of the
fibres between their paws. Most companies have a range of pet-
friendly options and testimonials from other satisfied dog
owners. It’s worth doing a little bit of research before you buy.
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Do you have an artif icial lawn? Does you r dog

like it? If so, tell us all about it by email:

a rticles@mypetmatters.co.uk



By the end of March 2020, the whole country was placed under
its first and (so far) most acute lockdown, and everything had
changed dramatically.

Crufts 2020 took place as planned (if not quite “as normal”) that
March, at its usual venue of the NEC arena in Birmingham; but
within a month of it finishing, the NEC was being transformed
into an emergency overflow field hospital as part of plans to
expand capacity for treatment of NHS patients.

When does the Crufts dog show usually take
place?

The Crufts dog show usually takes place in early March, which
means that it’s easy for dog show enthusiasts and would-be
competitors hoping to attend the show to bookmark the space
in their calendars for future years.

However, the Covid-19 pandemic means that Crufts 2021 will
take place, but not at the normal time…

When is Crufts 2021?

Crufts 2021 isn’t cancelled, but it will be happening later in the
year than usual. Based on the Kennel Club’s recent
announcement confirming that Crufts 2021 will go ahead, the
date for the competition has changed from the norm and been
put back by a few months.

Crufts 2021 will take place from the 15th-18th July 2021, four
months later than its originally planned dates of 14-18th March
2021.

Where will Crufts 2021 take place?

The venue for Crufts 2021 is… Still currently reserved for the
NHS as a potential overflow hospital to help with the Covid-19
pandemic efforts.

Nonetheless, Crufts 2021 will go ahead at the NEC arena in
Birmingham, which is its usual setting. Crufts 2021 marks the
130th anniversary of the competition, making it a landmark year;
but plans for Crufts 2021 to go ahead as originally intended in
March would have thrown the likelihood of the show happening
at all into question.

While we don’t know for sure how things are going to look by
July of next year, we do know that March of 2021 will almost
certainly see us still living with a range of restrictions relating to
Covid-19, and still feeling the acute effects of the pandemic; even
if a working vaccine is in place by then and the pandemic seems
to be beginning to get brought under control.

The NEC arena itself and the Kennel Club alike are confident that
by delaying the show until July 2021, the event will be able to
take place, with a number of changes and measure brought in to
ensure a larger total area of space available for competitors and
visitors to enhance safety and make the show viable to proceed
with.

How will Crufts 2021 differ from previous
years?

Put simply, we don’t know yet, but aside from the new date of
Crufts 2021, how the show is organised, managed, and the
expectations in terms of social norms by that point are likely to
be quite different from previous years too.

However, summer of 2021 is the point by which most events
organisers, sporting bodies, and analysts predict that sporting
events and large gatherings will be able to begin to get back to
something approaching normal, such as the reintroduction of
spectators at large-scale sporting competitions.

More feedback and information will be provided as the date
approaches; but for now, simply knowing that Crufts 2021 will
go ahead and when it will happen is itself important information
for many dog lovers hoping to make plans and needing
something to look forwards to.

Will Crufts 2022 take place as normal?

It is a little premature to try to guess how Crufts 2022 might look,
given that we can’t say with any certainty how Crufts 2021 will
work in practice.

But at present, the Kennel Club hopes that Crufts 2022 will be
able to take place at its normal time of year, heralding a return to
the usual showing calendar, and Crufts 2022 is bookmarked to
take place from 10th-13th March 2022.

(Article source: Pets 4 Homes)
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So, is Crufts 20201 cancelled, or will the world’s greatest dog
show go ahead as planned? Well, Crufts 2021 is going ahead,
but with a few significant changes; including a change of date.

Read on to find out more about how Covid-19 will affect Crufts
2021, and what you need to know about plans for Crufts dog
show in 2021. 

Is Crufts 2021 going ahead?

Yes it is! The Kennel Club announced towards the end of
November 2020 that Crufts 2021 will be going ahead, although
several things will be rather different at Crufts 2021 than normal,
including the dates it takes place on.

Understandably, the Covid-19 pandemic and its effects on the UK
as a whole have naturally had a huge knock-on effect on the dog
showing calendar and related events too; and 2020 has seen the
vast majority of shows, working dog trials and other forms of
organised gatherings and competitive events for dogs and
owners cancelled, meaning that the odds of Crufts 2021 itself
going ahead at all were by no means a sure thing.

If you think back to March of 2020, that was perhaps the weirdest
month many of us have ever experienced; at the start of the
month, we’d all heard of Covid-19 and most of us were beginning
to get somewhat concerned about its implications for us, but life
was still carrying on largely as normal.
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Crufts 2021: Will it go ahead given
the Covid-19 pandemic?
“Is Crufts 2021 cancelled?” might seem like something of a premature
question given that we haven’t even seen out 2020 yet, but the question
is quite a reasonable one as dog show competitors need to plan ahead
and actually qualify to compete in Crufts many months in advance.



Please help us rescue and care for
vulnerable hedgehogs - Britain’s
favourite mammal
A shocking study has revealed that 
hedgehogs are rapidly vanishing from 
our countryside, with numbers HALVED
in the last 20 years.

Charity of the MonthMy        MattersPet

I am delighted to tell you that Britain’s hedgehog has won favourite
mammal in a UK poll.

The UK’s only spiny mammal won with 35.9% of the 5,000 votes,
more than double that of the Red Fox, who came in second place
with 15.4%. The Red Squirrel came third with 11.4%, out of a
shortlist of 10 charismatic UK mammals.

Unfortunately, hedgehogs are rapidly vanishing from our
countryside as numbers have HALVED in the last 20 years, a
shocking study has revealed.

Henry Johnson, hedgehog officer, People’s Trust for Endangered
Species (PTES) said:

“We Brits seem to love hedgehogs for a whole range of reasons,
including their cute appearance, their role as slug controllers and
the way they have colonised our gardens with such aplomb. This
is why it is so sad to see them decline, with one in three lost since
the millennium.”

Threats to hedgehogs come mostly from us. In rural areas, our
farmland increasingly lacks the diversity of habitats hedgehogs
need and the invertebrates they feed on. In towns and cities green
spaces are lost to development, paved over or increasingly
fragmented. Hedgehogs are also very prone to road traffic
accidents.

This is why we have launched this special Annual Appeal to protect
Britain’s favourite mammal.

At Hedgehog Rescue Rehabilitation and Care Centre we respond
immediately to rescue injured hedgehogs. A vet is called in straight
away and the hedgehogs are monitored and cared for. Once fit
and well they are released back into the wild.

Hedgehog Rescue is now conducting its Annual Appeal. Only by
continuing our huge effort and long-life commitment can we give
these wonderful animals a safe, happy and contented life.

We care for many hedgehogs here at our rehabilitation
centre. Hedgehogs just like these:

‘Julie’

‘Julie’ (pictured left) came in last Autumn, quite
small, out in daylight and had ticks. She stayed a
few weeks, put on enough weight, and made a
full recovery. She was released back to her own
territory by the finder.

Baby Hedgehogs

These 2 hedgehogs came in as very small
babies and had stayed with us a few
weeks, gaining weight and giving us a
chance to sort out their health issues. They
had several ticks and needed worming.
When they were 100% ready, we released
them close to where they were found.

These hedgehogs are some of the lucky ones. Others are less
fortunate.

As a friend who knows what a wonder animals can be, I hope you
will support our Annual Appeal. Your kind gift will help us rescue
and care for many more vulnerable hedgehogs - Britain’s favourite
mammal.

To donate to Hedgehog Rescue, go to:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/hedgehogrescue 
or write to: Raisemore, Unit 1, Alton Road Industrial Estate,
Ross-on-Wye HR9 5NB
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