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Letter from the Editor

Welcome to the December 2020 issue of 
‘My Pet Matters’ - The monthly Newsletter
that brings you and your pet closer.

This month we bring you an initial guide and
advice to the UK’s Lockdown 2, we feature
Smartphone apps and tools for you and your
dog. We also feature a village that has it’s
very own ‘hedgehog highway’, and we show
you how pet cemeteries are growing in
popularity. Plus much much more!

Every month we bring you pet news,
interesting articles and features, what’s on,
handy tips, expert opinions and advice,
finance information, pet product promotions,
travel, art, fun and games and much more for
you to getting to know your pet better.

Plus there is our Charity of the Month. 
(See page 18 for details).

And why not receive future issues of ‘My Pet
Matters? It’s absolutely FREE! Just visit:
www.mypetmatters.co.uk and click on
‘Newsletter’.

I hope you enjoy reading ‘My Pet Matters’ and
wish you all the best for you and your furry
friends.

The Editor - My Pet Matters

My        MattersPet

PS. Do you have an interesting story about

you r pet? Or anything else you may want to

contribute to any of our topics? If so please

email us to: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk

and we may use it in a futu re issue!

My Pet Matters is a Newsletter published by Clearlight Media. Unit 1, Alton Road Industrial Estate, Ross-on-Wye HR9 5NB.
email: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk Web: www.mypetmatters.co.uk 3

Coronavirus (COVID-19): advice for people 
in England with animals

Advice for pet owners and livestock keepers on looking after
the welfare of animals during the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic. This advice applies to England only.

You should stay alert and follow the current coronavirus
guidance at all times. This is national guidance. Check if there
are local restrictions in your area.

There is no evidence that:

• coronavirus is circulating in pets or other animals in the UK
• pets, other domestic animals or livestock can transmit the 
disease to humans

In line with general advice on coronavirus, you should wash your
hands before and after being around or handling animals or their
food. There is no evidence that you need to wash your pets to
control the spread of coronavirus. Never use household or
commercial cleaning products, disinfectants or antibacterial
wipes on pets.

If your animal needs vet treatment

If your animal needs treatment, phone the vet to arrange the best
way to meet their needs.

Dogs

If you have symptoms of coronavirus you should self-isolate at
home for 7 days, or 14 days as a household or support bubble.
You should arrange a test to find out if you have coronavirus.
If your dog cannot exercise at home, you should ask someone
outside of your household or support bubble to walk your dog
for you.

If you do not have symptoms of coronavirus

You may leave your house to walk your dog. You should stay 2
metres apart from anyone outside of your household or support
bubble, or one metre with risk mitigation where 2 metres is not
viable. An example of risk mitigation would be wearing a face
covering. You should consider that wearing a face covering may
inhibit communication with people who rely on lip reading, facial
expressions and clear sound.

When walking your dog in areas used by other people, you
should consider putting your dog on a lead to ensure you can
stay 2 metres away from others. You should wash your hands
before and after handling your dog.

If you’re walking dogs on behalf of someone not able to

You may walk a dog for someone who is unable to leave their
house because they are self-isolating or being shielded.
You should wash your hands before and after handling the dog
and keep 2 metres away from other people and animals,
including when handing over the dog to the owner.

Cats

You should wash your hands before and after any contact with
your cat.

Horses, livestock and other animals

If you have symptoms of coronavirus you should self-isolate at
home for 7 days, or 14 as a household or support bubble. 
You should arrange a test to find out if you have coronavirus.

If you have a horse that you don’t keep at home (for example,
you keep it in livery, a stables or on private land), you should not
visit it whilst you are self-isolating. You should contact your yard
manager or vet to make suitable animal welfare arrangements.
If you have livestock such as cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, poultry,
or any other types of livestock, you should arrange for someone
else who is not self-isolating to care for your animals.

Where this is not possible, you should ensure the basic needs
of your animals are met. You should wash your hands before and
after handling your animals and stay 2 metres away from other
people. If you’re too unwell to care for your animals and there is
no one to help, you should call your local authority.

If you do not have symptoms of coronavirus

You may:

• leave your house to provide care for your horse or livestock.
• ride your horse

You should stay 2 metres away from others. You should wash
your hands before and after contact with any animals.

If your horse needs attention from a farrier

If your horse requires attention from a farrier, you should phone
the farrier for advice to best meet your horse’s needs. You and
the farrier should stay 2 metres apart and wash your hands
before and after contact with the horse.

Contact

If you have any queries, email the APHA Customer Advice team
customeradvice@apha.gov.uk.

For commercial transporter enquiries, email the APHA Welfare
in Transport team WIT@apha.gov.uk.

CORONAVIRUS



Mr Bahi told The Dodo : "I was passing in my car when I saw an
ambulance stopped on the other side of the road. "The love this dog
has for her owner is something very special. "A faithful love."

Many social media users and those who spotted the dog at the
hospital were overwhelmed by the dog's adorable loyalty.

Local animal rescuer Maria Lúcia Muniz, who lives near the hospital,
said she saw the lonely pooch and offered to take it in for the night
while her owner recovered.

Watch the clip at www.mirror.co.uk
(Story source: The Mirror)

"I just would not like to think of anyone having to give up their pet
because they can't afford to feed them. "All our pets mean the world
to us and it's a simple thing we can help with."

(Story source: BBC News)
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The Mirror reports that an incredibly loyal dog was filmed clinging
to the back of an ambulance as his owner was transported to
hospital.

The dog owner had been walking her pet when he fell ill in the city
of Uruguaiana, in Brazil.

Emergency services were called to the scene and the man was
placed into the back of an ambulance to be transported to hospital.

Footage, posted by Anderson Bahi on Facebook, then shows the
loving dog jumping onto the back of the ambulance as he follows
his owner.

Dressed in a little red jumper, the faithful pooch was captured sitting
on the bumper of the ambulance in a bid to be as close to his
stricken owner as possible.

Paramedics took pity on the sweet dog and opened the doors to
allow him inside the ambulance.

The dog reportedly then waited outside the hospital entrance as his
owner was treated.

The dogs have learned how to detect the virus in laboratory
conditions but this was the first time they've been taken to a location
where they might soon be detecting Covid-19 in a train-load, or a
plane-load, of passengers.

Covid - like many diseases - has an odour.

The Medical Detection Dogs also trains dogs to detect cancer,
Parkinson's disease and diabetes.

This scientific trial, with the London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine is advancing well but they only have half the number of
positive samples they need.

Professor James Logan from LSHTM urged anyone who has tested
positive for coronavirus to contact them to get a sample pack which
the dogs will then sniff.

The pack contains a mask, a t-shirt and socks which anyone with a
recent positive test is asked to wear for a few hours before sending
them back.

The trial is also working with airports to see how the dogs might be
used there to open up travel once again.

Claire Guest, the co-founder of Medical Detection Dogs, said today
the animals could be a "gamechanger" for passengers travelling
under Covid conditions and today was a "fantastic opportunity to
demonstrate to the Secretary of State how quickly these dogs can
work".

Anyone with a positive coronavirus test and wants to help the trial
can contact the team at www.virusdogs.com

(Story source: ITV)

ITV reports that the dogs and their handlers from the charity Medical
Detection Dogs spent the morning training at London's Paddington
Station before showing the Duchess of Cornwall and the health
secretary what they can do.

The animals can sniff out the virus in humans in less than a second
- even those who have it asymptomatically and are not showing any
signs of coronavirus.

Health Secretary, Matt Hancock said on Tuesday: "You can
immediately think of the number of uses that we could put this to -
and find people who don’t know they have Covid."

Camilla, who is Patron of the dogs' charity, told us she was hopefully
that the government would take notice of the dogs' progress.

"How could you not be impressed by them," she said after watching
the demonstration with the Secretary of State.

BBC News reports that Plymouth businesswoman Jo Butler aims
to help households who are finding it difficult to feed their animals,
as a result of Covid-19.

Bramble's Pet Food Bank is named after Jo's Cocker Spaniel
Bramble and she says so far they've helped more than 20 pets.

People can donate online or at various drop off locations across the
city. Now the community organisation may seek charity status if the
public response to both donations and collections continues to
grow.

BBC News reports that Donald Trump was the first US president in
more than 100 years not to have a pet.

Democrat Mr Biden is set to bring his two German Shepherds -
Champ and Major - with him to the sprawling residence after the
inauguration in January. The dogs have a big fan base on social
media. A Twitter page in their name has tens of thousands of
followers.

Champ and Major

Mr Biden got Champ as a puppy after being elected vice-president
in 2008. His wife, Jill, promised him the post-election pet, and
posted pictures of different dogs on the back of the seat in front of
him on his campaign plane, according to Politico.

The name, chosen by Mr Biden's grandchildren, had sentimental
significance. In campaign speeches for the 2008 election, he recalled
how his father would tell him: 

"Any time you get knocked down, champ, get up!" Major was
fostered and then adopted in 2018 from the Delaware Humane
Association.

In an Instagram post during the campaign, Mr Biden shared a video
of Major with the caption: "No ruff days on the trail when I have
some Major motivation."

(Story source: BBC News)

Heartwarming clip shows
loyal dog clinging to
ambulance as owner
taken to hospital
The adorable pooch, dressed in a little red
coat, refused to leave his owner's side when
the became unwell - and even waited outside
the hospital entrance for them to be
reunited. First trial at train station

for dogs that can smell
Covid-19 in humans
The dogs which are being trained to sniff out
coronavirus have had their first experience of
a busy train station as they prepare to do it
for real as soon as early 2021.

Coronavirus: Pet food
bank helps stricken
owners
A dog owner who was inspired to start up 
a food bank service for pets has found there
are plenty of animal owners needing a little
help.

US election: Pet’s Champ
and Major move into
White House
A Joe Biden presidency means the return 
of a long-held tradition of pets in the White
House.
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One viewer said: “Insanely sweet. Beautiful doggie and baby.”

Why do dogs snore?

Just like us, dogs tend to snore if they have something obstructing
their nostrils or nasal passage. One of the most common reasons is
excess weight. Dogs that are overweight have excess tissues in their
throat and neck that shrink around the esophagus when they sleep.
The presence of allergens at home can also induce snoring. Good
examples are smoke, dust, and pollens.

If someone at home smokes, it can also cause dogs to snore.
Secondhand smoke can cause irritation to their sensitive throats.
Take note that exposure to cigarette smoke isn’t just bad for dogs;
babies and everyone at home can also experience health problems
because of it. Some breeds snore more than others. This particularly
happens to “squishy faced” dogs - think Pugs and French Bullys.

So, how do you stop a dog from snoring?

Once you’ve identified why your dog snores, you can find a way to
stop the behaviour. For example, if your dog has dry mouth, you can
invest in a good air humidifier. It works by putting moisture in the
air.

A circular bed can also help stop a dog from snoring by encouraging
them to curl up. This position opens the air passages and decreases
pressure on the dog’s esophagus. The less pressure on the
esophagus, the less likely the dog will snore. If the dog’s snoring is
related to sleep apnea, surgery might be necessary. This is
something you should talk to your vet about. It’s a surgical
procedure that requires a careful and thorough assessment from
health experts.

(Story source: Ron Project)

Now, as more offices begin to welcome staff back, a study by the
Co-op Insurance has revealed the concerns many people who own
pets have, as they are forced to leave their animals at home alone
after spending months together.

Two fifths of 2,000 people surveyed said they have spent more time
with their pets recently than ever before, often being with them all
day, and a similar number admitted they have spoiled their furry
friends with more treats than usual, spending £25 a week on
average. 

Half of respondents also said they were worried about leaving their
pets at home post-lockdown, with younger people the most
concerned about the impact returning to work will have on their pets.

Andrew Nevitt, head of products at the Co-op, said: “During
lockdown, owners have spent more time with their pets than ever
before. “It's therefore no surprise that so many pet owners are
concerned about the impact returning to the office will have on their
pets. “It's really important that pet owners do what they can to
support this transition. Those returning to the office need to take
the necessary steps to make sure that their pets are gradually eased
back into spending time alone.”

The findings come after reports that the coronavirus outbreak
prompted an increased number of people to adopt pets. For the week
starting Monday 16 March, Battersea Dogs and Cats Home found
forever homes for 86 dogs and 69 cats. 

This marked a considerable increase from the same week last year,
when 42 dogs and 29 cats were adopted. Furthermore, for the week
starting Monday 9 March this year, 39 dogs and 52 cats were
rehomed.

A recent poll conducted by the animal shelter also showed how
much Britons have relied on their pets while working from home.
Almost four in 10 of the 2,000 cat and dog owners surveyed said
that having a pet with them during lockdown had helped them
maintain a regular routine. Similarly, more than half (58 per cent)
said that having a pet with them while they worked during lockdown
had helped boost their productivity and motivation.

(Story source: The Independent)

Ron Project reports that it promotes self-esteem, encourages the
development of trusting relationships, and helps develop empathy
and compassion.

Even with his mom’s best effort, the child would get restless in his
sleep. He would fidget around, unable to remain calm and relaxed.

Then, his mom discovered something surprising. For some reason,
the baby found the dog’s loud noise during sleep calming.

Thankfully, she was able to catch the precious moment on camera.

In the video, the pair were caught taking a nap together.

The dog’s head was resting on the baby’s shoulder while the child’s
head was leaning on the dog’s nose. They looked like each other’s
pillow.

It’s hard to understand how the baby found the dog’s snoring
comforting. It wasn’t a nice sound. In fact, the Mastiff sounded like
someone chopping wood! But, the baby didn’t mind.

Even if the dog was literally snoring right beside his ear, he didn’t
mind. He slept like it was music to his ears. For most adults, that
kind of snore is bothering. It can leave anyone sleepless and restless.

The baby wasn’t the only one drifting off to dreamland at that time.
Even the dog looked like he was dreaming - he was even twitching
from time to time.

The pair’s video has over 200,000 views already, and the people
who’ve seen it were clearly amused.

The Independent reports that half of UK adults are worried about
leaving their pets at home when they return to work, new research
suggests.

When the lockdown was first introduced on Monday 23 March in
response to the coronavirus pandemic, the government stated that
members of the public should work from home if they are able.
This meant that only employees at essential businesses such as
supermarkets and key workers such as healthcare, transport and
education workers were expected to continue operating in their
workplaces. However, as restrictions have begun to ease and non-
essential retailers and other establishments such as pubs, restaurant
and hairdressers, have reopened, many people have started
returning to work.

Inews reports that move over Banksy- Hercule Van Wolfwinkle has
taken the prime spot with his unconventional animal portraits on
social media.

The unlikely new darling of the pet art world was drawn into it while
doodling with his young son. Now more than a month later his work,
which he describes as “rubbish”, is raising thousands of pounds for
charity.

How did he paint himself into the pet corner?

Van Wolfwinkle, real name Phil, doodled a picture of his own pet dog
and put it on Facebook jokingly offering to take commissions for
£299, or nearest offer.

To his surprise, he was inundated with portrait requests. “I think
people just found them funny, at a time when there’s not loads to
smile about,” he told the BBC.

Since then he has produced hundreds of pictures of creatures from
cats and dogs to tortoises, lizards, parrots and even the odd horse,
all shared on Facebook and often accompanied by a funny fake
review.

Has his sketchy talent elevated him into the millionaire artist
bracket?

Not at all. The 38-year-old from Worthing in West Sussex has
created all his portraits for free. But he has asked for donations to
local homelessness charity Turning Tides and has so far raised more
than £5,000.

“I couldn’t take their money - the pictures are rubbish. So I set up a
JustGiving page and suggested people donate instead,” he said.

What is the big picture for Van Wolfwinkle?

Hercule is averaging 150 portraits a week, with a backlog of 600,
while working full-time in commercial property.

On his Facebook page, he wrote: “I am working all the spare time I
have to get as many done as possible, but the requests are coming
in at a rate.”

But he has vowed to keep it up until he has raised at least £10,000
for Turning Tides, proving art is not always just for art’s sake.

(Story source: Inews)

Sleepless baby instantly
falls into deep slumber
when he hears his dog
snoring
There are so many reasons why raising 
a child around a dog is a good thing.

‘Rubbish’ pet art dad
raises thousands for
charity with portraits
Hercule Van Wolfwinkle - real name Phil -
has been tackling 150 portraits a week for
local homelessness charity Turning Tides.

Half of brits worried
about leaving pets at
home as people return 
to work post-lockdown
Pet owners urged to 'do what they can' 
to support animals during the transition.



Whilst many businesses are still waiting on clarity from the
government or local councils that might never actually come, the
lockdown 2 restrictions in the UK are at least not quite as
uncharted territories as lockdown 1! 

This means that interpreting the letter and spirit of lockdown 2
rules and how they apply to pet care is somewhat easier than it
was in March.

There are still a number of unknowns and as mentioned, grey
areas; and to a great extent, pet businesses and individuals in
the pet care industry are being left to interpret how the rules
apply to their own operations on their own.

Pending any further clarity from the government then and based
on the advice of various industry bodies and statements from
service providers in various niches at the time of writing (3rd
November 2020) this article will answer six vital questions about
pet care and lockdown 2. Read on to learn more.

Can you walk your dog in the new lockdown?

Yes, you are still allowed to walk your dog in lockdown, as was
the case in the first lockdown too. Exercising an animal is one of
the permitted reasons to be out of your home, but you should
still strive to maintain social distance from others not in your
immediate family (that you live with) or support bubble, and
remember the guidance of “hands, face, space.”
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This may mean keeping your dog on a lead if they tend to be keen
to approach others, in order to avoid the need to get too close to
people you shouldn’t be in contact with to retrieve them. 
But dogs can still be walked in the UK’s second lockdown without
a problem.

Are vets open in the new UK lockdown?

Yes, vets are open during the UK’s second lockdown. Veterinary
clinics are offering a reasonably wide range of services including
many that were suspended in the first lockdown (like most
vaccinations and the spay and neuter of young animals) but
generally aren’t offering a full range of treatments.

For instance, if your veterinary clinic usually clips your dog’s
nails, or you want to book them in for a dental clean-up but
they’re not in pain or having any problems with their teeth, these
things will probably have to wait.

Visiting the vet in lockdown 2 will also be quite carefully managed
by clinics, who will be operating at limited capacity and most of
which will ask pet owners to wait in their cars until called rather
than joining others in the waiting room.

Are dog groomers open in the second
lockdown?

Dog groomers and related business were one of the real grey
areas of pet care in lockdown 1, and whether or not they could
be classed as an essential business varies, and in reality, might
objectively be considered to vary depending on each potential
dog they’d see as clients.

Simply bathing or grooming a dog to make them look and smell
nice is cosmetic, like visiting a hairdresser; but for some dogs,
the need for grooming is a welfare issue, as without grooming
their fur would become twisted, knotted and matted, and cause
potential skin problems and even pain.

Dog groomers and their professional bodies are currently being
very vocal in seeking clarity from the government and local
councils regarding their status in lockdown 2.

However, pending a formal decision being made, it is reasonable
to expect that dog groomers would continue to operate in some
manner during lockdown 2 providing services to dogs where
failing to groom them would result in welfare issues, or if
grooming was needed to resolve an existing welfare issue.

Are boarding kennels and catteries open 
in the new lockdown?

Yes, boarding facilities will remain open (or permitted to open,
with the ultimate decision being left to their owners). 

Such businesses may in some cases be integral to the abilities
of key workers to continue in their own roles, much as is the case
for childcare provision, and so you can expect those operating
at limited capacity to prioritise such clients.

Are dog walkers and cat sitters allowed 
to operate in the new lockdown?

In the same way, pet sitting and walking businesses can be
considered to be integral in some cases to the abilities of key
workers to continue their own roles. Remember too that in
lockdown 2, a broader range of people than in lockdown 1 will
be working outside of the home if home-working is not possible,
and so that in order for them to be able to do this, support
services like walkers and sitters need to be available too.

Dog walkers can still work in lockdown 2, and pet sitting services
can still be provided.

What else do I need to know about pets 
and the UK’s second lockdown? 

The interpretation of the lockdown 2 restrictions are down to
individuals given any lack of clear direction from the government
to the contrary; and how any business is able to or willing to
operate can vary. This means that what any two businesses or
services of the same type might offer in reality may differ, based
on their own thoughts and even logistics.

A premises that is large, for instance, would be able to potentially
offer more services while maintaining social distance than a
smaller one.

Also, bear in mind that all businesses are likely to operate very
differently from normal, and need to prioritise services differently
too. This will almost certainly mean priority given based on need
and welfare, and potentially based on the needs of owners, such
as priority access for the pets of key workers.

(Article source: Pets 4 Homes)
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UK Lockdown #2: Initial guide and
advice for pet owners
The UK’s new lockdown, “lockdown 2” is generating a reasonable level
of confusion for pet owners - and even the businesses that serve them -
in terms of what is and is not permitted and available when the new
restrictions come in.



1110

Pet Feature - Phone for Fido!My        MattersPetPet Feature - Phone for Fido!My        MattersPet
This article will tell you about some functions and apps you might
want to use or get for your phone to improve your dog walks and
help to keep you and your dog safe in an emergency. Read on to
learn more.

Finding your way

Google maps and a whole host of other mapping and navigation
apps can help you to both plot a route and find good areas to
take your dog for a walk, and enable you to find your way if you
get lost or need to pick an alternative route for some reason.

Logging your walking routes

Apps like MapMyWalk and a whole host of alternatives can allow
you to log the route you walked with your dog, and check back
to see how far you went, allow you to find it again if you were
out exploring, and even share and view routes with others to
enable you and your dog to explore new places.

Tracking your energy expenditure and fitness

If you use a fitness wearable, the phone app that you use with
this can help to show you how much energy you expend walking
your dog, and for more high-tech devices, even things like your
heart rate when walking and how to make your walks more
effective.

Summoning help to your exact location 
in an emergency

If you’re out walking your dog off the beaten track or even across
well-known footpaths, canal towpaths or other off-road routes,
you might know exactly how to get home; but if you needed
someone to get to you, how would you explain it without a
postcode or road name?

This is particularly important in an emergency if you needed
someone to come and help you and your dog, or to call an
ambulance.

An app called What3Words is designed for this exact purpose. 
It pinpoints your exact location using your phone’s GPS, and
turns this into a three-word code you can share with others -
including the emergency services, who often ask people to install
it to help with locating them - to help others to find and reach
you quickly, even if you don’t know where you are or aren’t even
on a road at all.

Texting the emergency services

If you can’t use the phone for calls or your phone isn’t getting a
good enough signal to let you contact 999, there is an alternative
- texting them. This will mean if you get signal for just a few
seconds, a text will send even if you could not get through on a
call. 

However, you must register your phone on the service in
advance, by sending the message “REGISTER” to 999, and
following the directions given.

Letting someone know where you are 
or where you were if you lose contact

You can enable GPS tracking on your phone and give others
permission to see your location, which is a great security feature
in case you get lost or hurt and cannot summon help. 
Let someone you trust know your plans and how to follow your
route or find you on GPS in case of emergency.

Checking the weather

You can download any one of many weather apps for your phone
to enable you to ensure you won’t get caught out when walking
your dog, and also to look out for changes coming up to tell you
when to turn for home!

Training your dog 

There are loads of apps designed to provide bite-sized training
sessions and direct instruction for owners looking to train their
dogs or refresh their skills on their walks, many of which are
designed to be used on the go.

Using the torch

Finally, all smartphones have a torch, and while they can run
down your battery overly fast, this is very useful in the case of
an emergency like finding yourself and your dog caught out after
dark, or walking in suddenly bleak weather so bad that others
might not see you.

The torch can also be a great help if you’re walking through
woods or your dog is digging around burrows, to spot where
they are!

If you’re using your phone’s torch as a way of seeing where
you’re going and allowing other road users to see you and your
dog due to getting caught out in the dark, angle it away from the
traffic so you don’t dazzle drivers.

Also, ensure you can carry it safely without either dropping it or
being unable to control your dog properly if they lunged at
something or did something unexpected.

(Article source: Pets 4 Homes)

We’ve all seen families or friends sitting together in a group
ostensibly ignoring each other while their phones get their full
attention, as well as plenty of dog walkers paying no mind to
where their dogs are or what they are doing, instead focusing on
their phone screens with great concentration.

Most of us have been guilty of this latter scenario ourselves at
some point, and for many people, walking the dog also serves a
dual role of letting us chat online to friends, catch up on social
media, and otherwise entertain ourselves.

This shouldn’t be the case, and ideally, your phone should only
come out of your pocket at all for brief checks and if you need it
for a dog-related reason (like help in an emergency) when
walking your dog. However, the reality for most of us is
somewhere in the middle, juggling our phones and our dog for
at least part of their walks, particularly the dog’s off-lead time.

Setting aside for a moment the fact you should be concentrating
on your dog and not your phone when walking them, there are
also a huge range of ways in which today’s smart phones can
help to improve your safety on dog walks, make your walks more
effective to keep you both fit, and even help you to train and
manage your dog too!

Phone for Fido! Apps, tools and
things your Smartphone can do 
to improve your dog life
These days, nobody really goes anywhere without their phone - even 
to hang out the washing or run upstairs - and a reasonable case can be
made for saying that we’re hugely over reliant on these devices, and in
some ways let them take over our lives.

Do you use you r Smartphone for you r dog? 

If so, tell us all about it by email:

a rticles@mypetmatters.co.uk and 

we may use it in a futu re issue!
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More than 12,000 hedgehog holes have been created as part of
the UK’s hedgehog highway network, and Kirtlington has one of
the most creative routes on the map. 

Miniature ramps and staircases thread between gardens in this
higgledy-piggledy place, with its 13th-century church and notices
about cake sales and “cricketers wanted”.

Powles’s eureka moment came in 2016 when he saw hedgehog
faeces in his garden. 

He started putting down food and then realised his hedgehogs
needed somewhere to go other than on to the road, so he
knocked a hole in the wall (and made miniature stairs) so they
could get into his neighbour’s garden.

Four years later, his hedgehog map indicates where these
nocturnal mammals - which can walk for a mile each night - can
safely travel. 

Coloured green are gardens already connected by holes, and in
white are future territories to conquer (there are around 75 in
total).

“We hardly need a strategy - the hedgehogs have generated so
much enthusiasm. Very few people say no to being involved in
the highway,” he says.

Powles has probably been in more gardens than anyone else in
the village. 

“I’ve learned lots of non-hedgehog things about people… 
I’m very interested in people’s gardens but I try not to intrude,”
he says. 

We wander through the church, the pub and along public
footpaths, enjoying roses and dahlias clinging on to the last of
summer’s warmth.

Powles asks each person when their last sighting was (numbers
have sharply declined recently and it is not clear why) and by the
end of the walk we’ve spoken to a dozen people. 

Talk of hedgehogs comes as easily to residents as comparing
notes on the weather.

“With neighbours who have fallen out - myself included and I
won’t say who with - hedgehogs have brought us back together
again. The power of hedgehogs is right there,” he says.

The highway is an eccentric delight - stone steps, hedgehog
cutouts and little signs like “Church” for any hedgehog that can
read. 

The ramp at Peter Kyte and Zoe Johnson’s house is 85cm tall
and believed to be one of the biggest in the country. Last year
the couple put out their night camera and captured visits most
nights. 

“One or two of them are quite tubby and got stuck at the bottom,”
says Peter. One video of a hedgehog using their ramp has been
viewed 33,000 times.

Monitoring is an important part of the project. Sticks in front of
holes show if hedgehogs have passed (the stick falls down as
they walk through). Looking at hedgehog faeces is another useful
way to learn about their whereabouts. 

Eleven camera traps have been distributed around the village by
the People’s Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) to help track
their movements, and at least half a dozen more have been
bought by residents. 

Isabel Houselander, 10, tells me she thought hedgehogs were
imaginary until she saw one outside her front door on the camera
trap. She and her two friends now have their own hedgehog holes
after being inspired by Powles’s hedgehog presentation at their
school.

Coordinating the highway has made Powles realise how much
people love wildlife and want to help (“here’s another person
who’s completely potty about hedgehogs,” he says on a number
of occasions). In each garden we stop and have a chat. 

Continued on pages 14-15…

Hedgehogs are lactose intolerant. This was the first lesson from
my village safari around Kirtlington in Oxfordshire, home to the
UK’s longest volunteer-run hedgehog highway. 

“Leaving out bread and milk is the worst thing you can do,” says
resident Chris Powles, who created the highway. It passes
through 60 properties in the village, all linked by CD-sized holes
cut into fences and walls, some of which have been around since
the 18th century.

Hedgehogs need space to create territories, forage and find
mates. The compartmentalisation of land into private gardens is
one of the causes of their disappearance from our landscape -
they have declined by 90% since the second world war.
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Prickly business: The hedgehog
highway that knits a village
together
With their miniature ramps, stairs and holes cut into fences and stone
walls, the gardens of Kirtlington in Oxfordshire are a haven for wildlife.



Author and ecologist Hugh Warwick is leading a national
campaign to make hedgehog highways a legal requirement on
new housing developments. 

His Change.org campaign has almost a million signatures. Like
barn owls - whose population comeback is thanks to the
construction of barn owl boxes - hedgehogs are a species that
local communities and new housing developers can really help.

Kirtlington’s hedgehog highway is an added eccentricity in the
village. But it needn’t be unusual - along with cricket pitches and
pubs, hedgehog highways could become part of the furniture of
village life all over the country. “You feel you can positively do
something, and there is satisfaction in that,” says Powles.

(Article source: The Guardian)

Can we keep hedgehogs as pets?

Scrolling through Instagram or Twitter, it doesn’t take long to
come across a video of a hedgehog wrapped up in blankets
munching on a tasty treat or being carefully rocked to sleep. It is
enough to make anyone fall immediately in love, but is it really
possible to keep them as pets?

The answer can often be found through a simple case of
mistaken identity. African Pygmy Hedgehogs, are a non-native
species of miniature hedgehog which are sometimes kept as pets
in the UK and around the world. 

Since their domestication in the 1980’s, the popularity of these
semi-arid dwellers has taken off by storm. In fact, their increasing
presence on social media has often led to concerns that new pet
owners are quickly jumping onto the latest craze.

So where does this leave our native wildlife?

With the worrying decline of Western-European Hedgehogs in
recent years, we have begun to once again open up our garden
spaces to our prickly friends, often leading to fantastic results.
However, it can be all too easy to get attached. Should we bring
these critters into our homes?

THE ANSWER IS A RESOUNDING NO!

It is important to remember that hedgehogs are wild animals,
which belong within their own complex ecosystem where they
can be given the opportunity to thrive. 

From time to time we may run into a hedgehog that looks
underweight or physically injured. For those that may need an
extra helping hand, there are hundreds of already dedicated
hedgehog carers across the nation who will nurse and care for
injured adults or abandoned young.

What you can do to help 

Fortunately, there is still plenty that you can do. Here at Hedgehog
Street, we are full of ideas:

1) Kit out your garden with some hog-friendly features

Accessorising your garden doesn’t have to be time consuming
or expensive. Its all about making those small adjustments so
that wildlife has a home to flourish.

2) Give a hog a home!

And you guessed it, we don’t mean indoors. You can construct
your own or buy one ready made.

3) Hedgehog Highway to success

Hedgehogs need to be able to roam from site to site to forage
for food, but our gardens often get in the way. These small
passageways can help our hogs pass freely.

4) Map it out

We are putting together the biggest hedgehog map ever, and we
need your help. By logging your sightings on our map, we can
better understand the distribution of hedgehogs in the UK so that
we can start to piece together the reasons for their decline.

(Article source: Hedgehog Street)
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At one house talk turns to reproduction. “In terms of the ratio of
penis to body weight they’re huge … if you’re making love to a
prickly ball you need something pretty long to get the job done,”
says Powles, with dry enthusiasm.

The initiative is run by the Kirtlington Wildlife and Conservation
Society (KWACS), which Powles chairs. 

The village fete and newsletter (which features hedgehog news)
also help fund the holes, which can cost more than £300 for a
thick wall. 

Powles sells greeting cards with images of Kirlington’s
hedgehogs and chops firewood to fund KWACS’ work. “We
basically beg, borrow and steal left, right and centre,” he says.

PTES and the British Hedgehog Preservation Society started the
national Hedgehog Street initiative to encourage people to build
holes in their fences. 

There are up to 100 communities working with Hedgehog Street,
testament to the popularity of the mammal which is now
vulnerable to extinction in the UK, with an estimated one million
left. 

“Gardens are a stronghold for hedgehogs,” says Grace Johnson,
a hedgehog officer at PTES, “but if they can’t get into your garden
there’s not much point in having a good garden.” 

Anecdotal evidence suggests holes have a significant impact on
populations, although this is not currently backed up by science.
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Do you Foster or look after hedgehogs until 

they can be released back into the wild? 

If so, te ll us a ll about it by email:

a rticles@mypetmatters.co.uk



Mayles thinks that people have always been focused on pets
being part of the family, but it’s become more mainstream and
accepted now to want to bury or cremate a pet in a method akin
to how we treat humans.

“I think that a lot of people didn’t really know places like this
existed. I think also people have been quite rightly suspicious of
what happens at pet cemeteries, as pet cremation has a
chequered history,” he says.

Rest in peace

There are some services that charge for a level of respect and
care that they don’t deliver, whereas Chestnut Lodge - which is
accredited by the Association of Private Pet Cemeteries and
Crematoria - is respected for treating each animal with respect
during the cremation process and giving them a personalised
send-off.

The love humans feel for pets is no modern frivolity. A recent
study by Eric Tourigny, an archaeology lecturer at Newcastle
University, looked at more than 1,000 gravestones in pet
cemeteries in London and Newcastle covering more than a
century from 1881. His analysis, published in the academic
journal Antiquity, highlighted how Victorians pioneered pet
cemeteries, viewing their favourite animals as close friends and
family members.

Our history of loving pets is no more evident than at The Old Blue
Cross Pet Cemetery in Greenwich, London, a small peaceful place
lined with gravestones date back to the 1930s, including one for
Flossie, a dog who died in 1939 at the age of 16. The inscription
reads: “From six weeks we had her but age crept on with time; a
dear old girl that we loved so well she will always be in our
minds.”

The historical site no longer does burials, and is now a memorial
full of blue plaques made to commemorate pets. Liz McDermott,
chair of the community group Friends of Pet Cemetery, who has
been unearthing the site’s wartime history and restoring the
gravestones, was the first person to have a plaque made for her
cat, who passed away five years ago. It says: “To Polly, the house
without you is not a home.”

“I was delighted, as I still miss her five years later,” McDermott
says. She did recently make an exception to the “no burial” rule:
in the summer a “very distressed” woman called her, saying that
her five-year-old son’s rescue hamster had died, and she wanted
to know how much it would cost to bury the animal.

When she was told the site no longer buried animals, she was
upset, as she lived in a flat with no garden to bury the hamster
in, and her partner and father to her children had died in January
and things were difficult.

“This mum, with so much to occupy her beyond the hamster, is
showing her kids that any life, whatever it is, is to be respected,”
McDermott says. The family travelled across London to bury the
pet, and put a small cross above him that said: “RIP Coco Pops.”

Paying respect

Robert Christie, an intensive-care nurse in London, says he is
something of a cynic, “hyper alert, to anything that seems
maudlin”. But having a plaque made at the Old Blue Cross for the
animals he and his family have lost has been hugely helpful.

“It reminds me that my partner Mark, my mum, my sister and I
are not alone, nor unique, in the love we’ve known and shared
with the animals in our lives. Others knew this same love and
bond years before I was born, and will again years after I have
gone. In a world of bewildering change, I find this thought wholly
comforting. It gives me hope for the future and for humanity.”

The cost of saying goodbye 

A burial at Chestnut Lodge costs between £580 for a “tiny”
animal weighing under 1kg (a mouse, bearded dragon lizard,
hamster) and £735 for a pet weighing more than 50 kilos (a great
dane, an emu, a leopard).

Headstones range from granite round-topped (£55) to a those
with white marble pillars plus gold leaf lettering, with some
options costing more than £900.

Plaques with a photo can be added, too. Some people choose
green burials, which cost less. The pet is wrapped in a covering
rather than being put into a coffin and placed in a grave in a
memorial shrub bed.

There are different cremation options. Ashes can be scattered
across the burial grounds, or kept in a different kinds of
personalised tins or natural oak boxes with an engraving - from
£115 to £227 for an individual cremation. For a communal
cremation, where the pet is lain alongside other pets in the
chamber, prices start at £41.

Owners can attend the cremation, and if they want to, say a few
words. If they can’t or don’t want to attend (cremating a large
dog can take six hours, so it’s a big time commitment), they can
have a photograph of their pet laid out on the trolley next to the
cremation chamber.

There are extras on offer too, such as a keyring with a sample of
the pet’s fur or ashes inside (from £59) and clay imprints of the
pet’s paw.

For context, the average cost of a human funeral is £4,975 for a
burial and £3,858 for a cremation, according to figures from the
insurance group SunLife released this year.

(Article source: Inews)

16 17

Alongside the cats, dogs and rabbits in Chestnut Lodge pet
cemetery and crematorium, lie bearded dragons, an emu and a
leopard. 

The animal burial and cremation site has been going since 1974
in the town of East Grinstead, West Sussex, and owner Stephen
Mayles has been working there for 34 years.

“We do cats and dogs mostly,” he says. “Lots of rabbits, quite a
lot of reptiles, and then we’ve got the ashes of an emu. A girl who
worked at a local wildlife centre was given one as a gift when she
left. She was very fond of him, so when he died she had him
cremated. We’ve also done a couple of cremations for big cats
from a wildlife sanctuary.”

Pet Feature - Pet cemeteries Pet Feature - Pet cemeteriesMy        MattersPet My        MattersPet

Pet cemeteries: They are growing
in popularity with people wanting
to say a formal goodbye
From hamsters to leopards, beloved pets are increasingly getting a send-
off more akin to the kind a human would have.



Please help us rescue and care for
vulnerable hedgehogs - Britain’s
favourite mammal
A shocking study has revealed that 
hedgehogs are rapidly vanishing from 
our countryside, with numbers HALVED
in the last 20 years.

Charity of the MonthMy        MattersPet

I am delighted to tell you that Britain’s hedgehog has won favourite
mammal in a UK poll.

The UK’s only spiny mammal won with 35.9% of the 5,000 votes,
more than double that of the Red Fox, who came in second place
with 15.4%. The Red Squirrel came third with 11.4%, out of a
shortlist of 10 charismatic UK mammals.

Unfortunately, hedgehogs are rapidly vanishing from our
countryside as numbers have HALVED in the last 20 years, a
shocking study has revealed.

Henry Johnson, hedgehog officer, People’s Trust for Endangered
Species (PTES) said:

“We Brits seem to love hedgehogs for a whole range of reasons,
including their cute appearance, their role as slug controllers and
the way they have colonised our gardens with such aplomb. This
is why it is so sad to see them decline, with one in three lost since
the millennium.”

Threats to hedgehogs come mostly from us. In rural areas, our
farmland increasingly lacks the diversity of habitats hedgehogs
need and the invertebrates they feed on. In towns and cities green
spaces are lost to development, paved over or increasingly
fragmented. Hedgehogs are also very prone to road traffic
accidents.

This is why we have launched this special Annual Appeal to protect
Britain’s favourite mammal.

At Hedgehog Rescue Rehabilitation and Care Centre we respond
immediately to rescue injured hedgehogs. A vet is called in straight
away and the hedgehogs are monitored and cared for. Once fit
and well they are released back into the wild.

Hedgehog Rescue is now conducting its Annual Appeal. Only by
continuing our huge effort and long-life commitment can we give
these wonderful animals a safe, happy and contented life.

We care for many hedgehogs here at our rehabilitation
centre. Hedgehogs just like these:

‘Julie’

‘Julie’ (pictured left) came in last Autumn, quite
small, out in daylight and had ticks. She stayed a
few weeks, put on enough weight, and made a
full recovery. She was released back to her own
territory by the finder.

Baby Hedgehogs

These 2 hedgehogs came in as very small
babies and had stayed with us a few
weeks, gaining weight and giving us a
chance to sort out their health issues. They
had several ticks and needed worming.
When they were 100% ready, we released
them close to where they were found.

These hedgehogs are some of the lucky ones. Others are less
fortunate.

As a friend who knows what a wonder animals can be, I hope you
will support our Annual Appeal. Your kind gift will help us rescue
and care for many more vulnerable hedgehogs - Britain’s favourite
mammal.

To donate to Hedgehog Rescue, go to:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/hedgehogrescue 
or write to: Raisemore, Unit 1, Alton Road Industrial Estate,
Ross-on-Wye HR9 5NB

Registered Charity No: 1126812 (England & Wales) 
Registered Charity No: SCO47720 (Scotland)


