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Letter from the Editor

Welcome to the May 2020 issue of 
‘My Pet Matters’ - The monthly Newsletter
that brings you and your pet closer.

With the UK in lockdown due to the
Coronavirus COVID-19 outbreak, we ask if your
dog should be allowed outside if you are self-
isolating? How are our pets coping with us?
Can cats transmit the new form of
coronavirus? And we feature how you can
help the pet rehoming centres due to social
distancing restrictions.  Plus much much
more!

Every month we bring you pet news,
interesting articles and features, what’s on,
handy tips, expert opinions and advice,
finance information, pet product promotions,
travel, art, fun and games and much more for
you to getting to know your pet better.

Plus there is our Charity of the Month. 
(See page 18 for details).

And why not receive future issues of ‘My Pet
Matters? It’s absolutely FREE! Just visit:
www.mypetmatters.co.uk and click on
‘Newsletter’.

I hope you enjoy reading ‘My Pet Matters’ and
wish you all the best for you and your furry
friends.

The Editor - My Pet Matters

My        MattersPet

PS. Do you have an interesting story about

you r pet? Or anything else you may want to

contribute to any of our topics? If so please

email us to: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk

and we may use it in a futu re issue!

My Pet Matters is a Newsletter published by Clearlight Media. Unit 1, Alton Road Industrial Estate, Ross-on-Wye HR9 5NB.
email: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk Web: www.mypetmatters.co.uk 3

Coronavirus (COVID-19): what you need to do
Stay at home

• Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (where this 
absolutely cannot be done from home)

• Stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people
• Wash your hands as soon as you get home

Anyone can spread the virus

Full guidance on staying at home and away
from others

The single most important action we can all take, in fighting
coronavirus, is to stay at home in order to protect the NHS and
save lives.

Details

When we reduce our day-to-day contact with other people, we
will reduce the spread of the infection. That is why the
government is now (23rd March 2020) introducing three new
measures.

1. Requiring people to stay at home, except for very limited
purposes

2. Closing non-essential shops and community spaces
3. Stopping all gatherings of more than two people in public

Every citizen must comply with these new measures. 
The relevant authorities, including the police, will be given the
powers to enforce them - including through fines and dispersing
gatherings.

These measures are effective immediately. The Government will
look again at these measures in three weeks, and relax them if
the evidence shows this is possible.

Symptoms and what to do

Do not leave your home if you have coronavirus symptoms

Do not leave your home if you have either:

• a high temperature - this means you feel hot to touch on your 
chest or back (you do not need to measure your temperature)

• a new, continuous cough - this means coughing a lot for 
more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 
hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than 
usual)

To protect others, do not go to places like a GP surgery,
pharmacy or hospital. Stay at home.

Use the 111 online coronavirus service to find out what to do.

Advice for people at high risk

Who's at high risk from coronavirus

Coronavirus can make anyone seriously ill, but there are some
people who are at a higher risk.

For example, you may be at high risk from coronavirus if you:

• have had an organ transplant
• are having certain types of cancer treatment
• have blood or bone marrow cancer, such as leukaemia
• have a severe lung condition, such as cystic fibrosis or severe
asthma
• have a condition that makes you much more likely to get 
infections
• are taking medicine that weakens your immune system
• are pregnant and have a serious heart condition

Who's at high risk from coronavirus

If you're at high risk of getting seriously ill from coronavirus,
there are extra things you should do to avoid catching it.
These include:

• not leaving your home - you should not go out to do shopping, 
pick up medicine or exercise
• stay at least 2 metres (3 steps) away from other people in your 
home as much as possible

Ask friends, family or neighbours to pick up shopping and
medicines for you. They should leave them outside your door.

Self-isolation helps stop coronavirus
spreading

Do not leave your home if you have symptoms of coronavirus
(COVID-19) or live with someone who does. This is called self-
isolation.

If you are self-isolating, you must:

• not leave your home for any reason, other than to exercise 
once a day - but stay at least 2 metres (3 steps) away from 
other people
• not go out to buy food or collect medicine - order them by 
phone or online, or ask someone else to drop them off at your 
home
• not have visitors, such as friends and family, in your home

You can use your garden, if you have one.

STAY AT HOME!

CORONAVIRUS



Medical Detection Dogs, a charity based outside Milton Keynes, have
said they believe that our four-legged friends can actually help in the
fight against the virus by being trained to smell the virus. 

The charity said: ‘Dogs searching for Covid-19 would be trained in
the same way as those dogs the charity has already trained to detect
diseases like cancer, Parkinson’s and bacterial infections - by sniffing
samples in the charity’s training room and indicating when they have
found it. They are also able to detect subtle changes in temperature
of the skin, so could potentially tell if someone has a fever.’

(Story source: Metro)

Holly Conway, the head of public affairs at the Kennel Club, said:
“While we would underline that now isn’t the right time to bring
home a puppy, or make an impulsive decision to get a pet, these
figures could be a sign of more people looking to find a breeder
directly in the future, which is extremely positive and what Lucy’s
law aims to impose.

“Preventing suffering caused by quick, careless decisions and
deceptive, profit-hungry puppy farmers is what Lucy’s law is all
about. The more time you spend, the more aware you will be, and
the much more likely you are to bring home a happy, healthy puppy
from a responsible, caring breeder - rather than fuelling untold
suffering and heartache as a result of third-party sellers hiding
horrific breeding conditions.”

Under the new legislation, puppies and kittens can no longer be sold
in England by a third party - such as a pet shop or dealer - but only
those who have bred the animal. It means that buyers planning to
buy or adopt an animal younger than six months old must deal
directly with the breeder or an animal rehoming centre.

The law is named after a cavalier King Charles spaniel called Lucy
who died in 2016 after being kept in poor conditions on a puppy
farm.

(Story source: The Guardian)

Amanda Boag, who is group referral director at My Family Pet and
oversees clinical leadership at Vets Now said: ‘We realise this is a
hugely worrying time for everyone, and for the 12 million pet owners
(44% of households) throughout the UK their family, friends, and
pets are their number one priority.  

‘Pets should not suffer needlessly regardless of the measures in
place to tackle the spread of coronavirus so, if you’re worried, please
do not hesitate to call us. ‘If our staff determine that your pet needs
essential treatment, we will see you.’ In a bid to offer support to
those in need, FirstVet, a UK provider of on-demand video
consultations with local, qualified vets, is also providing its services
without charge over the next six weeks, regardless of the individual’s
insurance status.

David Prien, CEO and co-founder of FirstVet, comments: ‘Our
number one concern is supporting the health of pets and their
owners alike, which is why we and our insurance partners have
decided to make our services available to all, regardless of insurance
status, until the end of April 2020. ‘We are aware that the situation
we find ourselves in is, for many, unprecedented, and we are keen
to do all we can to help take away some of the stress and uncertainty
that we know pet owners are experiencing. ‘We are also committed
to playing our part in reducing unnecessary travel when social
distancing measures are in place and hope that we can reduce some
of the pressure experienced by the physical vet clinics that are being
impacted by COVID-19 restrictions.’

If you think your pet is sick, the first thing you should do is give
your usual vet a ring to see what they’re doing by way of video or
telephone consultations. You can also try services like FirstVet to
find out whether the situation is considered an emergency one. From
there, they’ll assess how serious your pet’s condition is, and advise
you what to do next.

If you’re self-isolating, they may be able to pick your pet up safely,
or you’ll need to arrange for someone to come and pick your pet up
without any contact with you. If it is an emergency and you aren’t
in self-isolation, you’re allowed to visit your vet, who will have safety
measures in place to ensure minimised risks for them and you. 

While pets cannot get COVID-19, the world doesn’t stop and they
can still get ill in other ways - so take care of them just as you would
the rest of the time.

(Story source: Metro)

NewsNews
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Metro reports that the virus has also shown itself capable of
spreading to pets, with a third animal, a cat belonging to a Belgian
owner, being diagnosed with Covid-19.

With the outbreak showing no signs of slowing throughout much
of the world, here’s what we know about whether you could
potentially catch coronavirus from your pet. 

Can you catch coronavirus from your pet? Gail Golab, the American
Veterinary Medical Association’s chief veterinary officer, is quoted
in the Washington Post as saying: ‘We’re not overly concerned about
people contracting Covid-19 through contact with dogs and cats.’

While the NHS recommends that you wash your hands after
touching animals, Golab also pointed out that ‘the virus survives
best on smooth surfaces, such as countertops and doorknobs,’
adding: ‘Porous materials, such as pet fur, tend to absorb and trap
pathogens, making it harder to contract them through touch.’

Belgium’s National Council for Animal Protection has stressed that
there is ‘no reason to abandon your animal’ over coronavirus fears.
While we should ‘respect the usual rules of hygiene’ before and after
stroking pets, the council stressed that this latest example of cross-
species contamination saw the virus spread from person-to-cat, not
from cat-to-person. 

A statement from them read: ‘Let’s not go back to a dark medieval
period when ignorant people hunt and kill cats for fear that they will
pass on the plague. ‘We have said it from the beginning of the crisis
and we will go on to the end: there is no reason to abandon your
animal. It is just necessary, for sick people, to respect the usual
hygiene rules so as not to take any risks to your entourage and
animals.’

The Guardian reports that the British public have been urged not to
make an impulsive decision to get a pet, as figures showed a surge
in interest in adopting a puppy.

The Kennel Club said that with people staying at home during the
coronavirus lockdown, it was unsurprising that more were
considering getting a dog, but no one should rush into such a move.
It said searches via its “find a puppy” tool had risen by 53% between
February and March, with the biggest increase coming in the week
before Boris Johnson announced the lockdown.

Searches between 16 and 23 March were up 37% compared with
the previous week and up 84% on the same week last year. The top
three most searched-for breeds were labradors, cocker spaniels and
golden retrievers, it said.

Legislation known as “Lucy’s law” banning the sale of puppies and
kittens from third-party sellers came into effect overnight.

The Kennel Club said it hoped that as well as improving welfare
conditions, the new rules would encourage people thinking of
getting a puppy to do their research and find a responsible breeder.

Metro reports that you might be wondering, though, whether you
can still take your pet to the veterinary surgery if necessary, given
the rules around staying at home. 

While you might not be able to take your pet for routine checkups
or vaccinations, owners can be reassured that they’ll still be able to
head to the vet for emergency care. 

In recent guidance, the UK Government made it clear that all
veterinary practices will be permitted to remain open to provide care
in emergencies, and vets have stepped in to assure customers
they’re keeping their doors open for animals in need.

Others are offering video consultations too, to give their customers
who are self-isolating further peace of mind. 

My Family Pet, which has a network of daytime vet practices and
referral hospitals throughout the UK, and Vets Nows’ 61 pet
emergency clinics and hospitals have released statements saying
they’ll be on hand for UK pets who may need emergency
treatment over the coming weeks -whether it be during the day or
at night. 

Coronavirus world: Can
cats, dogs and other pets
spread Covid-19?
The coronavirus pandemic has caused chaos
worldwide, resulting in multiple nationwide
lockdowns.

People in lockdown told
not to make impulsive
pet decision
Surge in interest in adopting a puppy as
‘Lucy’s law’ on pets from third-party sellers
comes into effect.

Vets reassure owners
they can still take their
pets despite lockdown
With the world in upheaval due to COVID-19,
previously-important things like MOTs and
dental checkups have gone out the window.



AT HOME
STAY
• Only go outside for food, health reasons or work 
(where this absolutely cannot be done from home)

• Stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people

• Wash your hands as soon as you get home

ANYONE CAN SPREAD THE VIRUS

CORONAVIRUS
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Afsaneh Parvizi-Wayne, from Highgate in north London, says Honey,
a two-year-old cockapoo, has helped keep her husband sane as he
weathers the coronavirus crisis as a hospital consultant.

“He walks through the door and she’s waiting for him, and he’s on
the floor playing with her. You can visibly see the day’s stress and
anxieties diminishing,” Parvizi-Wayne says.

Rachel Conlisk, who lives in Birmingham, says her cats, Belle and
Little Tyke, have been a great comfort to her and her 11-year-old son,
Sam. “They’ve been happy having us home - they’re always on our
laps,” says Conlisk.

“We’ve found that when everything’s so crazy out there, it’s been
really nice having them around - they remind you that life goes on.”
Sam says when he has felt worried or sad, cuddling Little Tyke has
made him feel better. “She’s a tabby cat. She’s got a small head and
a big body. She sleeps on my bed.”

Conlisk says Little Tyke is “really tolerant”.

But it is not only dogs and cats that bring benefits. Alexander Phasey,
18, from Newport in south Wales, says his reptiles have been key to
managing his severe social anxiety and depression.

He has about 18 animals, including bearded dragons, leopard
geckos, corn snakes, tortoises, and monitor lizards, the largest of
which is about three-quarters-of-a-metre (2.5ft) long and growing.

His “baby” is Lily, a nine-month-old Argentinian black-and-white tegu
- a large tropical lizard. “I’ve got a proper bond with her. I’ll tap my
hand to the floor and she’ll come running out like a puppy, tasting
everything with her tongue.”

Coronavirus has had minimal impact on his ability to care for them,
says Phasey, though his pet food supplier is struggling to meet
demand from reptile owners stockpiling for their pets: “There’s a
shortage of locusts.”

Some people without pets have seen lockdown as an opportunity to
bring one home. Many animal charities have reported an increase in
fostering and adoptions, despite most centres being closed to the
public.

Battersea Dogs and Cats Home rehomed 86 dogs and 69 cats in one
week in mid-March, more than double the animals placed during the
same period last year. One dog, Tulip, had been at the centre for 110
days.

Dogs Trust has reported a 25% increase in adoptions, but warned
that “a dog is for life … not just for lockdown”.

“We really need people to think about what might happen on the
other side of this outbreak when people are hopefully back to their
usual routines and have other commitments,” said the trust’s
operations director, Adam Clowes.

Some animals appear to be struggling with the disruption to their
routines. Livi Perkins, a pet sitter in Rock Ferry, Wirral, has been put
out of work by the pandemic and says a client sent her footage of
their dog reacting to a video Perkins posted on Instagram. 
“She heard my voice and ran around looking for me.”

Caroline Wilkinson, an animal behaviourist and dog trainer near
Bristol, says dogs in particular can become needy or prone to
barking with their humans more available.

She recommends keeping their mealtimes and bedtimes consistent,
and ensuring they have some time by themselves. Dogs may even
need “a rest day” from all the exercise.

For now, many pets are relishing their owners’ extra attention and
new enthusiasm for walks. Brown - who has always worked from
home, as a website designer - worries for Barney, who will have
never known any other life.

“When this is all over, and everybody goes back to work and school,
I’m going to have a dog that is suddenly wondering where everybody
has gone.”

She shared two Instagram photos of the 13-year-old Pom taken
before and after his haircut went awry, telling fellow dog owners to
'take it from Mash and wait until the professionals are back'.

The first photo shows him sitting on a bed, paws crossed and
covered in a thick ginger coat which is typical of Pomeranian dogs.
The second shows an almost unrecognisable Mash shorn of his
signature fur and staring dejectedly at the camera, sporting a
decidedly thinner coat which has been closely shaven to reveal a
shade of weak blonde hair beneath. Almost 3,400 people have 'liked'
the photos since they were posted last Tuesday, with one woman
saying she 'spit her smoothie out' when she swiped to the second
shot. But Ms Underwood isn't the only 'dog mum' struggling to
master canine grooming skills in lockdown.

A Canadian woman had the same idea and set about shearing her
silken-haired Havanese last week, realising too late that the
technique is a lot harder than it looks. 'I've been laughing so hard
for two days straight now, I probably woke up all my neighbours. I
had the same thought - "that can't be too hard - watched some
YouTube videos and then thought: oh no, it is so difficult, what am
I doing!' she said on Instagram. 

An Australian woman chopped off her pooch's coat in a such a
dramatic fashion a few years ago that her vet asked if the animal
was seriously ill. 'When she took a look at him she asked "does he
have a disease?" Now every time I cut him my fiance asks "can you
give Sam a disease again please?"' she said. 'Fortunately, I haven't
done such a bad job of it since then. Your dog looks just as cute and
probably enjoys so much less hair!'

Mash became an overnight celebrity after his botched haircut caught
the attention of newspapers in the UK, US and Europe.

(Story source: Daily Mail)

The Guardian reports that after years of nagging for a pet, Barney,
the cavalier King Charles spaniel, could not have arrived at a better
moment, says Marie Brown. “We picked him up the day before
lockdown. The timing is a godsend.”

The puppy has helped her children, aged 12 and 15, adjust to life at
home in Sevenoaks, Kent, without school, sport or much of a social
life.

“They entertain each other,” says Brown. “My daughter would have
been bored witless without him. He’s brought structure to the day,
and is getting us all outside in the garden.”

The benefits of pet ownership for health and wellbeing are well-
documented, reducing loneliness and anxiety, lending daily
structure, and lifting mood.

And that’s in normal circumstances. In lockdown, pets are proving
a lifesaver for many, providing companionship, consistency and
even joy.

“Barney is definitely reducing the stress levels and upping the fun
in our house,” says Brown.

Dogs in particular have helped to keep their owners active,
demanding daily walks, pandemic or no.

Bethan Taylor-Swaine, who lives in Brixton, south-west London, has
been lending her brussels griffon dog, Loki, to her neighbours - for
their benefit, and his.

“He’s super social, and he just can’t fathom how he’s gone from
essentially being treated like a boy band member to only really
seeing me and my husband.”

The Daily Mail reports that Sydney jewellery designer Hermione
Underwood decided to trim her pup Mash's hair after groomers and
other non-essential services closed across the country on March
23, under strict social distancing laws designed to slow the spread
of COVID-19.

Keen to keep her 'fur baby' looking his best, Ms Underwood, who
is a close friend of Australian model Lara Bingle, took matters into
her own hands - but the home makeover didn't quite go to plan.

How pets are helping us
through the coronavirus
crisis
Animals are proving a lifesaver for many,
providing companionship and consistency 
in uncertain times.

Why you should re-think
grooming your own dog
in isolation: Mash the
Pomeranian's disastrous
haircut leaves thousands
in stitches
A dog owner has brightened the days of
thousands of Australians with her disastrous
attempt to cut her Pomeranian's fluffy coat.



This is just one type of coronavirus, and is a new or novel one;
but there are many other types of coronavirus too, and this is a
virus that has been around in various forms for several decades
now, with some types of it being well known as infectious to
people.

The Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) variant has been making the news
of late because this is the first time this strain of the virus has
been confirmed as infecting humans, which means that it has
jumped the species divide for the first time to pose a threat to
human health.
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Researchers aren’t totally sure yet what species of animal was
first affected by this variant of the disease or what other vectors
carried it, although both seafood and snakes have shouldered
some of the blame so far; whether this turns out to be correct or
not.

However, what we do know is that Coronavirus (2019-nCoV),
also sometimes known as the Wuhan Coronavirus due to its
origins in China, has infected over 7,000 people to date (February
2020) and resulted in over 170 deaths.

All of this is concerning of course, albeit so far Coronavirus
(2019-nCoV) seems like a remote threat to our shores; but as
many cat owners will be aware, cats can catch coronavirus too. 

Coronavirus in cats tends to cause only very mild, if any,
symptoms in affected cats. At worst, this tends to be a bout of
diarrhoea lasting a few days, and many cats don’t become ill
when the catch the virus at all. 

In very rare cases, affected cats might develop an unusual
immune response to coronavirus, which causes the condition to
escalate and is often fatal, but this is highly unusual.

That said, given that coronavirus is very much in the news at the
moment and has caused well over a hundred human deaths to
far, it is natural that some cat owners might be wondering “can
you catch coronavirus from your cat?” 

And associated questions, like whether or not cats can catch and
transmit the same type of coronavirus that is causing so many
problems at present.

With this in mind, this article will tell you the answer to the
questions, “can your cat give you coronavirus,” and “can cats
carry Wuhan coronavirus?” Read on to learn more.

Can cats catch Wuhan coronavirus? 

So, let’s start with the basics: Can cats catch Wuhan coronavirus
in the first place? The answer to this is no; Wuhan coronavirus
has not been identified as contagious to cats. 

Whilst viruses can sometimes (very occasionally) change and
mutate to cross a species divide (as has happened with the
Wuhan coronavirus and humans) this is very uncommon, and
there have been no cases of Wuhan coronavirus in domestic cats
as a species, felis domesticus, or any other cat species so far.

Naturally there is a huge amount of research going into finding
the roots of the Wuhan coronavirus outbreak, and even given this
spotlight, it is being in no way associated with cats of any type,
far less domestic ones!

What type of coronavirus can cats catch? 

There are, on the other hand, two different strains of coronavirus
that cats can catch and pass from cat to cat, and both of these
have been around in the feline population for decades.

These two strains are feline enteric coronavirus and feline
infectious peritonitis respectively. Whilst they both fall into the
same family of viruses as any other form of coronavirus, they’re
not strains or variants of the Wuhan version, which cats cannot
catch.

Can people catch coronavirus from cats?

When it comes to the types of coronavirus cats can catch, can
humans catch coronavirus from their cats? No. Whilst some
forms of coronavirus are zoonotic (can spread across different
animal species) neither of the two types of coronavirus that cats
can catch and spread can be caught by humans.

So even if your cat had coronavirus, they could not give it to you.

Can cats be vaccinated against coronavirus? 

Coronavirus in cats is not vaccinated against, as it is not a
significant threat to feline health and doesn’t make most cats very
sick. Whilst theoretically there is a vaccine available for
coronavirus in cats, it is not given to cats as standard and is not
generally considered to be necessary.

Will coronavirus make my cat sick? 

Feline enteric coronavirus is mild and transient, and often doesn’t
cause any sickness or problems for cats that catch it. However,
in rare cases, feline enteric coronavirus can cause an
inappropriate response from the immune system of infected cats,
resulting in the development of the second type of feline
coronavirus: feline infectious peritonitis. 

This is very unusual and uncommon, and most cats that catch
coronavirus only ever catch the much milder form, which is often
completely harmless.

(Article source: Pets 4 Homes)
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Coronavirus in cats: Can cats
transmit the new form of
coronavirus?
Few of us here in the UK can fail to have noticed the significant amount
of news coverage that’s being given at present to a strain of coronavirus
known as Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) or Wuhan coronavirus, which is a
new type of respiratory illness that hasn’t before been seen in humans.
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Downing Street said it was “accelerating work” on the next phase
of its response to the virus, following a warning from the chief
medical officer who said it is “highly likely the infection will
spread in a significant way."

For those having to self isolate over the COVID-19 risk, there are
several does and don'ts to follow.

The most important is no to come in to contact with other people
- so even if you're ordering some food or collecting a package,
you are advised to ask their deliveryman to leave it on your
doorstep.

But what does this advice mean for your pets?

If you are self-isolating, try to keep away from your pets.

But if this is unavoidable, wash your hands before and after
contact.

Caroline Reay, Head of Veterinary Services at Blue Cross, said:
“Yes, they are allowed out of the house - but have another
member of your household walk your pet for you while you are
sick.

“If you have no-one to walk your dog, then they can’t go for a
walk as you will need to self-quarantine, but they can go out in
the garden for toilet breaks.”

What does self-isolating mean?

If you have been told to self-isolate, you need to stay indoors and
avoid contact with other people for 14 days.

It is important to follow the advice for the whole period, even if
you do not have any symptoms.

Do not:

• Invite visitors to your home or allow visitors to enter
• Go to work, school or public areas
• Use public transport like buses, trains, tubes or taxis

Share dishes, drinking glasses, cups, eating utensils, towels,
bedding or other items with other people in your home.

If you get a cough, a fever or shortness of breath, call NHS 111
and tell them you have been asked to self-isolate because of
coronavirus.

Even if the symptoms seem mild, it is better to call for advice.

How to protect your dog from coronavirus

Ms Ray said: “If you have COVID-19, the CDC (Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention) recommend restricting contact
with pets and other animals; no stroking, cuddling or kissing.

“Though there is no current evidence that pets can get the virus,
the situation is still evolving, so it’s better to be safe.

“If you must look after your pet, be sure to wash your hands
before and after handling them and wear a facemask.”

The Dog's Trust is issuing advice to pet owners who are worried
about having to care for their dogs if they need to self-isolate due
to coronavirus COVID-19.

A spokesperson from the animal welfare charity said: "We
understand that dog owners may be concerned about how to
look after their dogs if they need to self-isolate and stay at home.

"If you can, try to make alternative arrangements for someone to
look after your dog until you feel better, so your dog can continue
with their normal exercise routine.

“But if that's not possible, there are lots of ways to keep your
dog happy and healthy within the comfort of your own home.

"From activities involving their favourite treats, to building doggy
dens and treasure hunts, there are ample ways you can keep your
dog active, without stepping outside your front door."

(Article source: The Express)

Coronavirus has now affected more than 1,500 people in the Uk,
with two dead. Thousands of people in the UK have been tested
for the virus so far, and hundreds of people could be self-isolating
at this very moment. 

Downing Street said it was “accelerating work” on the next phase
of its response to the virus, saying it was upping efforts to delay
its spread. 

The decision followed warnings from the chief medical officer
that it is “highly likely that the infection will spread in a significant
way”, according to a No 10 spokesperson.

Coronavirus and dogs: Should your
dog be allowed out of the house if
you are self-isolating?
Coronavirus is causing concern as Brits up and down the country fret
over the possibility of self-isolation. Should your dog be allowed out 
of the house if you are self-isolating?

AT HOME
STAY
• Only go outside for food, health reasons or work 
(where this absolutely cannot be done from home)

• Stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people

• Wash your hands as soon as you get home

ANYONE CAN SPREAD THE VIRUS

CORONAVIRUS

How are you self-isolating with your dog? Tell us

all about it by email: a rticles@mypetmatters.co.uk



However, her owner says Madge is "a rubbish assistant - she
can't make coffee, sleeps during office hours and even snores
during meetings".

'He won't leave me alone' 

"My partner spends far more time playing with bits of ribbon and
a 'wild cat' than actually working," says Rebecca Carey, owner of
Jupiter, a black cat from Cambourne in Cambridgeshire.

Since both she and her partner Daniel Bates have been at home
full time, their furry feline, nicknamed Catty, has taken full
advantage of them.

"Catty loves it, he won't leave me alone and plonks his butt on
my book, or laptop, sewing machine or phone," she says.

He has quickly got used to the new situation, and Ms Carey says
Catty "gets a little cross" if he doesn't receive constant attention.
"He seems to genuinely enjoy having us about."

And Catty appears to have wrapped Ms Carey's partner around
his little claw.

"Every single time I check on Daniel, he's either holding some
ribbons or cuddled up with Catty, conveniently 'having a break'."
Ms Carey says that Jupiter has also forced the couple to go
wireless, "one cable at a time", such is his fondness for attacking
their equipment.

'He can be vicious'

Another cat taking advantage of his owner being at home is
Ringo. This black puss, from Brightlingsea in Essex, is doing his
best to stop owner Andy Clarke from working at home as an IT
company director.

Typical of many felines, Ringo is super-friendly while asking for
food, but when Mr Clarke tries to ignore his pet's demands,
Ringo soon loses patience and strikes out with his claws.

"He can be a bit of a vicious serpent... he jumps on my shoulders,
headbutts me, and tries to bite my nose off," Mr Clarke says.

"When I'm away I expect he probably curls up and sleeps, but he
seems to have learned I'm here to give him biscuits and treats."

'He's a little depressed'

Sadly, not all animals have adapted readily to the change in
circumstances. Jones, a labrador-retriever cross from Whittlesey
in Cambridgeshire, is a guide dog for 63-year-old Roy Richards.

"Jones is used to coming to the office with me every day, but I
had to close down the dry cleaner's I run and now we are alone
at home," he says.

"We often went to one of the village pubs in the evening and
Jones would meet all our friends, and he loved it.

"We can't do that now," Mr Richards says. "Jones is a little bit
down at the moment. I can tell he's a little depressed - he's so
used to seeing people."

His owner can still take Jones for a daily walk on a lead, and plays
lots of games with him inside the house, while a friend can
occasionally take Jones for "a runabout where he can behave like
a normal dog". "It's not the same," Mr Richards says of their
current predicament. "But Jones and me will just have to get
through this."

Pets in lockdown: Advice from the experts

The RSPCA and other animal charities have plenty of ideas for
how to keep pets amused, including using empty toilet roll tubes
(if you have any...) to build a pyramid structure to hide treats in
for your cat, which will also make your pet work for those tasty
morsels.

Essex-based animal behaviourist Chrissi Lewis says while it's
"lovely" that we get to spend all this time with our pets, when
things do return to normal "there could be all sorts of separation
anxiety issues". "Wherever possible, try not to spend every
minute with them, so if you're working from home, maybe get
them used to going in another room, even if it's just for half an
hour so they're not with you 24/7."

The Guide Dogs charity says it's important to keep your animal
occupied. "Given the current situation and increase in self-
isolation, two things that dog owners can do, and that dogs love,
is playing tug-of-war with an appropriate toy and having regular
bonding sessions such as stroking and grooming."

The government advice is that there's "no evidence of
coronavirus circulating in pets or other animals in the UK and
there is nothing to suggest animals may transmit the disease to
humans". "In line with the general advice on fighting coronavirus,
you should wash your hands regularly, including before and after
contact with animals."

(Article source: BBC News)
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'She's driving me crazy' 

Professional pet sitter Rea Dominguez says her dog Fidget is
aptly named. Although her usual work with up to 13 dogs has
dried up as a result of the restrictions imposed to slow the spread
of coronavirus, she is still looking after two whose owner is a
hospital worker in Cambridge.

"One of them, Harry, is a very chilled dog," she says, however,
her own pet Fidget is "driving me crazy" "Fidget wants to... fidget!"

The border collie is used to an active life, regularly taking part in
cross-country runs with lots of other dogs and owners, but now
she "has too much energy", Miss Dominguez says.

"She is constantly running around the house, looking at me and
wanting to go out - she just does not stop."

Her sister's dog Madge, on the other hand, has become a "desk
dog".

Unused to having her owner there all the time, Madge is now "so
needy that under or beside the desk is too far... only on the desk
will do".

Coronavirus lockdown: How are
our pets coping with us?
Pet owners know how important the companionship of our beloved
animals can be, and the joy they bring when they greet us as we arrive
home. But what if you are now at home almost all the time? How are
our furry friends coping with sharing "their territory" with us all day,
every day?



Why? Well, in this article we’ll explain how the Covid19 social
distancing restrictions spell out serious trouble for pet rehoming
centres, both now and in the weeks and months to come; and
we will share some pointers on what you can do to help. 
Read on to learn more.

Rehoming shelters usually operate at full
capacity anyway 

First up, rehoming centres rarely have available spaces and tend
to be at full capacity at all times, often with a waiting list. People
who find or need to surrender pets often have to do a lot of
phoning around, and are not always successful. However, there
is at least usually a turnover of pets being rehomed and making
room for new ones, which is not happening at present.

Pets are not being rehomed at present 

The current social distancing restrictions mean that rehoming
cannot currently take place, as shelter visits and home
assessments require personal interaction, and so not only are
shelters full with new pets always needing space, but the pipeline
has currently stopped in terms of pets going back out into new
homes.

Caring for the animals within shelters is
currently more complex and time consuming
due to social distancing regulations

Because shelter staff and volunteers need to abide by social
distancing regulations to keep each other safe, things take longer
to do than normal, in many cases, as there is limit to how many
people can be in a certain work area, or performing the same
task. This places pressure on the staff in turn, at what is already
a busy time.

As the coronavirus crisis continues, staff
sickness and self-isolation protocols will
mean shelters may struggle to staff their
centres 

Shelter staff and volunteers will need to self-isolate at points, and
of course, many will become sick for a period of time as
coronavirus continues to spread. This means that many shelters
will struggle to cover all of their needs due to a lack of staff, and
most are not inviting new volunteers at present regardless, due
again to social distancing measures.

As human coronavirus fatalities rise, the
number of pets left without homes and
needing shelter spaces will rise too

Coronavirus does resolve with recovery for most victims, but it
also causes fatalities; and some of those people who succumb
to their illness will leave pets behind, many of which will have no
one  else to care for them and which may require shelter spaces.

The financial impact of the coronavirus 
crisis will mean people are more likely to
surrender pets due to a lack of resources too

On top of this, even people who are healthy might be faced with
no choice but to surrender or rehome pets if the knock-on
financial impact of the coronavirus crisis means they are no
longer able to afford to care for their pets, further increasing
pressure.

The suspension of spay and neuter
procedures also means a probable increase
in unwanted litters and so, even more
unwanted pets needing shelter spaces 

Vets are currently only able to offer emergency and essential
treatments for pets, which means the provision of spay and
neuter surgery has been suspended. This will result in more
litters born, all of which will need homes; and the longer the rules
in place continue in their current form, the more acute this will
become.

When shelters can begin rehoming pets
again, the problems will not be automatically
resolved 

Even when shelters are physically and legally able to begin
rehoming once more, there will be a backlog of home checks to
perform and a bottleneck of people seeking to adopt, which will
cause delays in the process.

Additionally, some pets that might not be ready for rehoming due
to needing training or that have behavioural problems might not
have had this intensive rehabilitation performed due to a lack of
resources during restrictions, and so might hold their shelter
places longer than they otherwise would.

Coupled with this, the number of people
potentially looking to adopt pets will likely
be lower than normal too, and it will take a
long time for this to balance out. 

This is due to many people having a lack of funds to care for a
pet after a protracted period of furlough, unemployment, or loss
of business, as well as the potential that some would-be pet
adopters might have taken in the pets of friends or relatives who
succumbed to coronavirus in the interim.

These are just a few of the many complex and varied factors
facing pet rehoming charities and shelters at present, and in the
months to come.

Continued on pages 16-17…
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They’ve affected how we care for our pets too, from how we
exercise dogs to what veterinary care we can access; and they
have also had a direct, acute and serious impact on pet rehoming
centres, and one that will generate a knock-on effect that in the
weeks or months to come, and that may spell disaster for many
such shelters, which are full to capacity, short of funds, and
struggling to cope even in normal times.

Due to the social distancing regulations currently in place, most
rehoming centres are unable to allow people to adopt pets from
them at the moment, because it would be impossible to enable
pet viewings and home assessment visits without close contact
between staff and the general public.

However, pets in need have not simply stopped being
surrendered and needing homes in respect of this; and
additionally, the wider impact of the Covid19 crisis and social
distancing regulations are all brewing to create a perfect storm
for pet rehoming charities that will be acute, serious, and hugely
problematic.

Even if the current social distancing regulations were lifted
tomorrow to permit rehoming to go ahead once more (and it
seems increasingly likely that the restrictions will continue for
many weeks or even months to come rather than being eased)
the situation for rehoming centres in a few weeks or months is
apt to reflect a genuine crisis, with which few if any shelters will
be able to cope.
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Pet shelters: How you can help the
pet rehoming centres due to social
distancing restrictions
The Covid19 social distancing restrictions currently in place (as of the
time of writing, 7th April 2020) have had a dramatic effect on all of our
lives, in more or less every way you can imagine.



How can you help?

Donate money if possible; shelters are always short of funds, and
by donating money you can help them to fund the areas they
most need help with, and help to continue to provide care.

Check with individual shelters too, to find out what else they need
that you can assist with or supply. Many, if not most rehoming
shelters are not accepting new volunteers at present in order to
maintain social distancing. 

However, if and when staffing levels fall and the need becomes
acute, many will have no choice but to seek new volunteers,
foster carers, dog walkers, and other forms of support; and they
may also need help in other ways too, such as asking people to
collect food donations and assist in other matters.

What any charity or shelter needs and can benefit from might be
quite variable, and so it is far better to ask than to assume and
perhaps inadvertently put your energies into something that
won’t offer huge benefit despite your best intentions.

(Article source: Pets 4 Homes)

EXCLUSIVE: Animal shelter boss begs public
to foster 'fur children' as she warns cat and
dog deaths will skyrocket as coronavirus
crisis sees families abandoning pets and
leaving them out on the streets to be
euthanized 

Tammy Turley's heart aches for the thousands of dogs and cats
across the country who will likely die by euthanasia in the coming
weeks - not because they're sick, but because the COVID-19
pandemic-caused economic meltdown has made them
expendable in households that can no longer afford to feed them.

'Families abandon their pets or surrender them to shelters, and
when those shelters are overflowing and the pets aren't adopted,
that's when they start putting them down,' said Turley, executive
director of the Mostly Mutts animal rescue shelter north of
Atlanta.

Animals who've been abandoned are killed by euthanasia every
week even when times are good, but with the current pandemic
uncertainty, the untimely deaths are likely to skyrocket, she said.
Now Turley is calling for widespread awareness of the need for
more foster families to take in the surrendered pets - even
temporarily - until a proper adoptive home becomes available.

Her no-kill shelter routinely pulls dogs and cats from local animal
control shelters and has them examined by veterinarians before
they are adopted or placed in foster homes.

When the COVID-19 crisis forced her shelter to close because of
a state-wide 'work-from-home mandate, she had to quickly find
foster homes for more than 70 dogs in a matter of days.

'We had 70 dogs and some cats and kittens in here that were
ready to be adopted, but we knew we wouldn't have volunteers
to care for them once the 'work-from-home' order was issued,'
Turley told DailyMail.com.

'We put the word out on social media and we received 86 offers
to foster the pets that day. Our regular fosters are amazing, and
all our dogs and cats are safe,' she added.

'But I know more are coming as the economy gets worse. 
People are scared, and many families see feeding and caring for
a pet as an expense they can't afford now -even though that pet
may have been a family member for years. It's sad, but that's
why our shelter is here. We re-home these pets to families who
are able to adopt or at least serve as foster homes until a
permanent home can be found.'

Turley said a tender goodbye to Osa, a German Shepherd mix
that was the last dog in her large shelter to be relocated into a
foster home three weeks ago. 

'Then it was time to close our doors, at least for a while, because
our volunteers were no longer able to come,' she said. 
Her shelter's kennel spaces are all empty and clean, ready for
new occupants.

'As soon as we can reopen we'll start visiting the animal control
shelter we routinely work with. They will be filled to capacity as
people surrender their pets, even with tears in their eyes.

'As the economy plummets nationwide and fear grows, I think
things will get really bad. There will be a huge flood of dogs to
re-home - or be put down.

'People are losing their jobs and worried about finances. 
They struggle to feed their families, so feeding and caring for a
pet becomes a luxury. They leave their pets at an animal control
shelter and move on with life, surviving these uncertain times,'
Turley said.

'If there are more surrendered pets than the humane shelters can
accommodate, and shelters like us are at capacity and unable to
take any more, that's when the euthanasia ramps up,' she added.
'We only have so many spaces so right now foster families are
critical until we get the pets actually adopted.'

Fostering the newly surrendered pets helps everyone, according
to Turley.

'Now that we're all ordered to stay home, a lot of people are
offering to provide foster care. The dog or cat keeps them
company while they're confined to working from their homes,
and it keeps a shelter kennel open for another dog who comes
in.'

When Michael Pastorius, 55, Dallas, Georgia, was ordered to
work from home three weeks ago, he decided to open his home
to Osa.

'I've always been a dog lover, but with my travel schedule I
couldn't give a dog the time and care they needed. But I live alone
and now I have to work from home, so I could give Osa the
attention she needs and I have a companion for four or five
weeks. 

'We're good company for each other and she won't leave my
side, but eventually she'll go to her adopted family. I was glad to
help, and I would be very happy to foster another dog if needed,'
he told DailyMail.com.

Anna Marie Cox, 31, decided to foster parent a young
Staffordshire Terrier named Dill Pickle when the coronavirus
pandemic forced her massage therapy practice to close in March.
'We had another dog and they were good with each other. 
My husband and I wanted to relieve the pressure shelters were
under, and now that we're home all the time we could love on
him and train him before transitioning to his forever home,' she
said.

'The fostering saved lives and we've decided he's a perfect fit
into our family, so we will officially adopt him. They call that a
''foster fail'' and its very common. I think there will be a lot
greater need for fostering in the next few months,' Cox added.
'Can you imagine what it's like to be locked up with most of your
normal freedoms removed, uncertain about tomorrow, and in
some case, your hours and minutes -controlled by fear of the
unknown? Now you can, during the community lockdowns for
COVID-19.' 

Lisa R. Smith, founder of You Lucky Dog Rescue, a Georgia
based non-profit said: 'That's the life of a dog in animal control.
Dogs are being euthanized. They are really super good loving
dogs who need a foster door to open for them so they can get
out.'

Susan Salzano and her husband Bruce Main have adopted four
rescue dogs through the You Lucky Dog agency, and they're
ready to take on another one when needed. 

'It's all to save a life, and maybe two maybe two,' the 64-year-
old Marietta, Georgia resident said. 'She's glad fostering is
becoming more popular nationally. It's a great way to really make
a difference. You are saving lives when you foster, and you get
all this love and companionship,' Smith said.

'While people aren't allowed to physically gather due 'stay in
place' orders, we can gather our goodness for change, and foster
a shelter dog,' Smith said. 'That's the new rallying cry to save
the lives of thousands of shelter dogs stuck in the middle of the
Covid-19 crisis,' Smith added.

(Article source: Daily Mail)
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Please help us rescue and care for
vulnerable hedgehogs - Britain’s
favourite mammal
A shocking study has revealed that 
hedgehogs are rapidly vanishing from 
our countryside, with numbers HALVED
in the last 20 years.

Charity of the MonthMy        MattersPet

I am delighted to tell you that Britain’s hedgehog has won favourite
mammal in a UK poll.

The UK’s only spiny mammal won with 35.9% of the 5,000 votes,
more than double that of the Red Fox, who came in second place
with 15.4%. The Red Squirrel came third with 11.4%, out of a
shortlist of 10 charismatic UK mammals.

Unfortunately, hedgehogs are rapidly vanishing from our
countryside as numbers have HALVED in the last 20 years, a
shocking study has revealed.

Henry Johnson, hedgehog officer, People’s Trust for Endangered
Species (PTES) said:

“We Brits seem to love hedgehogs for a whole range of reasons,
including their cute appearance, their role as slug controllers and
the way they have colonised our gardens with such aplomb. This
is why it is so sad to see them decline, with one in three lost since
the millennium.”

Threats to hedgehogs come mostly from us. In rural areas, our
farmland increasingly lacks the diversity of habitats hedgehogs
need and the invertebrates they feed on. In towns and cities green
spaces are lost to development, paved over or increasingly
fragmented. Hedgehogs are also very prone to road traffic
accidents.

This is why we have launched this special Annual Appeal to protect
Britain’s favourite mammal.

At Hedgehog Rescue Rehabilitation and Care Centre we respond
immediately to rescue injured hedgehogs. A vet is called in straight
away and the hedgehogs are monitored and cared for. Once fit
and well they are released back into the wild.

Hedgehog Rescue is now conducting its Annual Appeal. Only by
continuing our huge effort and long-life commitment can we give
these wonderful animals a safe, happy and contented life.

We care for many hedgehogs here at our rehabilitation
centre. Hedgehogs just like these:

‘Julie’

‘Julie’ (pictured left) came in last Autumn, quite
small, out in daylight and had ticks. She stayed a
few weeks, put on enough weight, and made a
full recovery. She was released back to her own
territory by the finder.

Baby Hedgehogs

These 2 hedgehogs came in as very small
babies and had stayed with us a few
weeks, gaining weight and giving us a
chance to sort out their health issues. They
had several ticks and needed worming.
When they were 100% ready, we released
them close to where they were found.

These hedgehogs are some of the lucky ones. Others are less
fortunate.

As a friend who knows what a wonder animals can be, I hope you
will support our Annual Appeal. Your kind gift will help us rescue
and care for many more vulnerable hedgehogs - Britain’s favourite
mammal.

To donate to Hedgehog Rescue, go to:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/hedgehogrescue 
or write to: Raisemore, Unit 1, Alton Road Industrial Estate,
Ross-on-Wye HR9 5NB

Registered Charity No: 1126812 (England & Wales) 
Registered Charity No: SCO47720 (Scotland)


