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Letter from the Editor

Welcome to the November 2019 issue of 
‘My Pet Matters’ - The monthly Newsletter
that Brings you and your pet closer.

This month we ask if it’s a good idea to take
your dog on the school run? And what to do
with an aggressive cat. Plus much much
more!

Every month we bring you pet news,
interesting articles and features, what’s on,
handy tips, expert opinions and advice,
finance information, pet product promotions,
travel, art, fun and games and much more for
you to getting to know your pet better.

Plus there is our Charity of the Month. 
(See page 14 for details).

And why not receive future issues of ‘My Pet
Matters? It’s absolutely FREE! Just visit:
www.mypetmatters.co.uk and click on
‘Newsletter’.

I hope you enjoy reading ‘My Pet Matters’ and
wish you all the best for you and your furry
friends.

The Editor - My Pet Matters

My        MattersPet

PS. Do you have an interesting story about

you r pet? Or anything else you may want to

contribute to any of our topics? If so please

email us to: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk

and we may use it in a futu re issue!

My Pet Matters is a Newsletter published by Clearlight Media. Unit 1, Alton Road Industrial Estate, Ross-on-Wye HR9 5NB.
email: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk Web: www.mypetmatters.co.uk

HEDGEHOG WARNING
At this time of year please check for these
prickly creatures before lighting your bonfire.

Bonfires are perfect sleeping areas for hedgehogs and
every year many get burnt alive. If you are having a
bonfire, just make sure you check inside before lighting
it. If you do find a hedgehog, move it to a safe place.
This year second litters have been born later than usual.
This means that there may still be young and
underweight hedgehogs around. Remember if they are
under 600gr they will not survive hibernation and need
to be taken to a local animal rescue centre.

The National Pet Show 2019
Saturday 2nd & Sunday 3rd November 2019
NEC, Birmingham.

HOME OF THE CUTE & CUDDLY AND THE WEIRD 
& WONDERFUL!

The National Pet Show is a fantastic day out, packed full with fun
activities for the whole family. Aside from the hundreds of
animals on display, you'll be able to receive free pet care advice,
watch live animal performances from acts such as Britain’s Got
Talent’s Lucy Heath and Trip Hazard, listen to talks from the
Supervet himself Noel Fitzpatrick and watch SuperDogs Live
presented by TV host Michaela Strachan!

Watch amazing animal performances including dog stars of TV
and Film, birds of prey displays including beautiful owls and
SuperDogs Live - with some of the most skilled and heroic dogs
in the UK showcasing their talents.

Whether you like dogs, cats, rats, rabbits, reptiles, ponies, fish,
chickens or chinchillas (and lots more animals!) - the National
Pet Show promises to be a great day out for any animal lover!

Tickets: www.thenationalpetshow.com/ticket-information

During the cold winter months cats will often seek out
any warm space they can find. One particularly
irresistible lure seems to be the cosy confines of a
warm car engine. Unfortunately, cats that seek shelter
under the bonnets of cars can then be injured or killed
when that car is started. Help keep your own and your
neighbourhood cats safe this winter by tapping the
bonnet of your car before you start the engine.

WINTER CAT WARNING
At this time of year please check under your
car and wheel arches for cats trying to keep
warm, before you set off on your journey!
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BBC News reports that Melanie MacLean, from Benbecula in the
Western Isles, got attached to Norman after giving him round-the-
clock care in his early days.

She sold him at a sale last month, but then started to regret her
decision. She tracked him down to a farm in Aberdeenshire with a
700-strong flock - and within seconds of her arrival, Norman had
run straight to her. The farm's owner was "gobsmacked" that she
found Norman so quickly.

Melanie and her husband Allan have a small croft at Aird in
Benbecula with 20 ewes, a handful of cows and chickens.

'He was just special'

Tame or "pet" lambs like Norman have usually either been orphaned,
rejected by their mothers, or been bottle-fed because they need extra
help feeding.

Norman was one of a set of triplets.

Melanie said: "He had a very poor start as a weak lamb, so I was
with him round the clock for the first 48 hours. "Once recovered he
proved to be such a happy little lamb who enjoyed affection at every
opportunity which I gave to him in abundance, much against my
better judgement as I knew in my head we don't keep the boys.

The Mirror reports that dog sitting can be a lot of fun, but depending
on the dog, it can also be a stressful experience.

One woman, named Jade, was recently looking after her mum's
beloved pooch when she found herself very worried for the creature.

Jade claims she was playing with Lenny the French bulldog when
she noticed something unusual on the floor.

After taking the dog out of the room to investigate further, she was
horrified to discover that the item on the floor was his nose... or at
least that's what she thought.

In a panic she became convinced the dog's nose had fallen right off,
when really the dog had simply bitten the nose off of a cuddly toy.

Jade recounted the hilarious ordeal in a viral Facebook post.

She wrote: "So I’m sitting there playing with Lenny as you do..until
something on the floor caught my attention.

Scarborough News reports that of the 1,000 people who voted for
Whitby, over 50 per cent of pet owners said they would be prepared
to spend £500 or more on their pet’s holiday, while 25 per cent said
they would pay between £51-£100. 16 per cent said they wouldn’t
like to be out of pocket by more than £50.

"I can't put my finger on it but he was just special to me. I couldn't
help myself and indulged him."

Melanie said she had reluctantly sold several bottle-fed orphaned
lambs in the past, but struggled to let go of Norman.

She spent a couple of weeks worrying about her decision to sell him,
then decided to track him down. She traced Norman to a Suffolk
sheep farm near Strichen, an 872km round-trip from her home.

'Like a bullet'

Melanie had expected that she would have to spend "a few hours"
looking for Norman among the hundreds of lambs in the 75-acre
field.

But within 30 seconds she had spotted a Suffolk lamb with the same
button ear tags that she uses.

Melanie put on her "pink croft hat", which she regularly wears while
out on her croft, and stepped out of the farmer's pick-up truck.
"I was about to shout out, but this wee lamb saw me and came
running like a bullet. It was Norman."

Norman will now spend the rest of his days on the croft keeping his
father, the croft's ram, company.

(Story source: BBC News)

"I had no idea what it was, so I picked him up and put him outside
to assess the situation further. "I had a closer look only to discover
what was his nose that had fallen off and was just lying there on the
floor. His actual nose was on the f***ing floor."

She continued: "I started freaking out thinking he’s never going to
sniff piss again on his walks and I know he loves doing that, I was
thinking he must be in pain, I was also thinking how on earth am I
going to tell my mum that whilst in my care - the dogs nose has
managed to fall off.

"Anyway, I eventually plucked up the courage to pick it up because
I thought nah surely not, this cannot be..only to then realise he’s
bitten the nose off one of his soft toys and his nose still remains."

She concluded the post by reassuring everyone that Lenny's nose
is "in full working order and completely attached to his face".
"Thank f*** for that. Need a beer or 10 after that moment of panic,"
she added.

More than 144,000 people liked her post with over 68,000 people
sharing it. One person commented: "Omg I would’ve flipped all the
way out!" Another replied: "I was in shock for a second". A third said
the story had totally made their day.

(Story source: The Mirror)

Nine out of 10 dog owners said they won’t travel without their furry
friends. While 10 per cent admit to taking other pets, including cats,
hamsters, rabbits, reptiles, birds and guinea pigs, for a day out. The
strangest travel companions include a hedgehog, a pony, a horse
and a rat.

The survey also reveals that 80 per cent of pet owners have travelled
with their pets between two and four times in the past year.

The results indicate that British pets are also living the good life
when they are not travelling. Aside from taking trips abroad, the
majority of pet owners (69 per cent) take their animals with them to
pubs and restaurants, 52 per cent take pets out shopping, 17 per
cent take them to work , and three per cent even admitted to
attending university or college with them.

In addition, the most unusual places where pets have been taken to
are sailing, to bike meet-ups and art classes.

When it comes to travel, 89 per cent of pets travel by car. Less
utilised options include caravan (19 per cent), train (18 per cent),
boat (9 per cent) and plane or bus (both 2 per cent).

Lee Whitbread, CEO of Money Pug and dog owner himself, said:
“It’s no surprise that pets are part of Brits’ families and are treated
as such. People tend to form deep connections with their animals
and don’t want to leave them behind, even when travelling the
country.

"Because of this, they evaluate carefully which locations are best
suited for their experience together and are not frugal when it comes
to paying for this luxury.

"The travel industry is having to adapt to accommodate pet owners’
growing desires to travel with their pets.

"To keep their minds at ease and prepare for unpredictable situations,
such as accidents, injuries or theft, we recommend finding the best
pet insurance deals to ensure assistance when required.”

The other pet friendly UK destinations have been voted as Cornwall,
Keswick, London, Glasgow, Norfolk, Scarborough, York, Devon and
Weymouth. While foreign cities such as Paris and Alicante are the
most popular international destinations.

(Story source: Scarborough News)
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Crofter makes 540-mile
trip to be reunited with
pet lamb
A crofter has made a 540-mile round trip to
be reunited with a "special" pet lamb she
regretted selling.

Woman's horror as she
thinks dog's nose fell off -
then she realises mistake
A woman has shared the hilarious tale of
how she came to think a dog's nose had
fallen off while in her care.

Whitby named as one of
the UK’s top 10 most pet-
friendly destinations
Whitby has been named one of the top 
10 pet-friendliest destinations in the UK,
according to a new survey among British 
pet owners conducted by price comparison
website, Money Pug.
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The Mirror reports that a cute dog named Nori is baffling the internet
with his human-like face - convincing people his photos must have
been altered.

With large almond shaped eyes that make him look like a wise old
soul and a genuine smile, the Aussiepoo mix's owners have got used
to being stopped whenever they leave the house.

After Kevin Hurless and Tiffany Ngo posted a photo of their doggo
on social media, he quickly became a viral sensation racking up over
9,000 likes.

Kevin, from Seattle, said: "When he was a puppy, we couldn't go
more than a block without someone stopping us to ask questions
about him. "It has become less frequent as he's gotten older, but we
still often hear about how human his face and eyes look.

"When he was a puppy, his fur was much darker and he often was
compared to Chewbacca or an Ewok, which are characters in Star
Wars. 

"We usually hear that it is his eyes that creates the human look and
I tend to agree. "Nori is a Toy Australian Shepard and Toy Poodle
mix and he often looks like he's smiling."

The adorable dog has his own Instagram account where comments
are often left about his human features. Dog mum Tiffany said Nori
is incredibly sweet, energetic and determined to make friends with
every dog or human he meets. He will often put a toy in his mouth
while he 'kneads' with his front paws, like cats often do.

The Mirror reports that Boris Johnson's frisky dog has apparently
been caught trying to have sex with the Chancellor's pooch on
several occasions.

No. 10 sources reportedly said the Prime Minister's Jack Russell,
Dilyn, jumps on Sajid Javid's cavapoo bitch Bailey whenever she
enters the Downing Street garden. Dilyn made a beeline for Bailey
on one of his early morning walks, with the Tory leader being forced
to drag him off the Chancellor's pet, it is claimed. 

Pet Central reports that in fact, there was someone near and dear
to Princess Leia’s heart that had an especially emotional response:
her beloved therapy dog, Gary. 

Gary, who is now in the care of Fisher’s daughter Billie Lourd,
attended the world premiere of “The Last Jedi,” dressed in his very
own Star Wars-inspired garb. According to a tweet from Los
Angeles’ ABC 7 News anchor Veronica Miracle, Gary sat on the lap
of an assistant during the screening and that his ears perked up
every time she was on screen. Of course, Gary got a glimpse of his
late pet parent when he watched “The Last Jedi” trailer a few months
ago, which was posted to his Instagram with a caption that read,
“My mom looks more beautiful than ever.” It would be especially
impressive if the famous French Bulldog caught a glimpse of the
creature inspired by none other than himself, a new character
lovingly being referred to as Space Gary.Whether or not Gary noticed
the alien based on his likeness, we know that he’s always looking
after his mom and will forever be her biggest fan.

People.com reports that Put your paws together for Sully! 

Former President George H.W. Bush‘s service dog recently will
receive a 2019 ASPCA Humane Award. The yellow Labrador has
earned the Public Service Award, “which is given to an outstanding
animal or a public service officer who has made a heroic effort to
save an animal’s life in the past year or has demonstrated a
commitment to his or her career,” according to the ASPCA. He will
receive the award on Nov. 14 at the ASPCA Humane Awards
Luncheon at Cipriani 42nd Street in New York City.

The “extraordinary” canine, who served as Bush’s service dog from
June 2018 until the former president’s death in Nov. 2018, was given
the honor for “bringing not just assistance but love and joy to the
former president in the last months of his life.”

Sully was trained by America’s VetDogs and placed with Bush, after
Bush was hospitalized several times in 2018. The pair quickly
formed a deep, trusting friendship that extending beyond Bush’s life.
The service dog’s loyalty to Bush was immortalized in a photo of
the Lab guarding Bush’s coffin after his death.

ASPCA also chose Sully for the Public Service Award because of
those he has helped after Bush’s death. 

Adorable dog looks 
so human people are
convinced his face has
been edited
Nori the Aussiepoo mix is leaving the internet
baffled with his human eyes and warming
smile.

Boris Johnson's randy
dog tries to have sex with
Sajid Javid's pet in No 10
Boris Johnson's dog Dilyn has been barred
from contact with Chancellor Sajid Javid's
pooch Bailey in the Downing Street garden.

Carrie Fisher’s dog Gary
recognised her during
‘The Last Jedi’
If you’re a “Star Wars” mega fan, then you
probably got a little misty eyed (okay, fine,
full-on teary) seeing the late, great Carrie
Fisher on screen in “The Last Jedi.” You
weren’t the only one.

George H.W. Bush's
Service Dog Sully
Receives Public Service
Award for Bringing Love
and Joy
Sully was honoured for "bringing not just
assistance but love and joy to the former
president in the last months of his life."

It's not the first time a dog has shocked people with its human
appearance. Yogi, a Shih-poo, also attracted attention last year with
his 'human eyes' - and was even compared to celebrities including
Ed Sheeran.

Nori's owner Kevin added: "We were surprised by all the attention
he gets at first. "We knew he had a very unique and interesting look,
but didn't expect quite the reaction we got. "But we remember being
dogless and wanting to pet all of the dogs, so we try to be friendly
and let people meet him as much as possible.

"We made the decision to get Nori a friend last year, Boba, who is a
one year old Shorkie - which is a Shih-tzu, Yorkie mix. "They get
along great and play together all the time, though Nori sometimes
has too much energy for Boba and Boba gets annoyed. "You can see
Nori's human look even more when the two are stood side by side.

"'Doodles' as a breed are very popular right now, but being a toy mix,
Nori is only about 13 pounds and mostly fluff. "He looks completely
different during a bath."

(Story source: The Mirror)

The two dogs have been seeing a lot of each other since Mr Johnson
moved into No. 10 and Mr Javid took up residence in No. 11. Dilyn
is now whisked away whenever he and Bailey get near each other in
the garden.

The Prime Minister moved the pooch into Downing Street last month
after adopting him with his girlfriend Carrie Symonds. Dilyn has
undergone training to help him get along with No. 10's cat, Larry.
Mr Johnson walks his dog around the No. 10 garden wearing just
his boxer shorts, according to reports. He adopted the pooch, which
has a misaligned jaw, after the animal was abandoned by puppy
farmers before being rescued by a charity in Rhondda, South Wales.

Friends of Animals Wales owner Eileen Jones described the pet's
journey to Downing Street as a 'Cinderella' and 'rags to riches' story.
The Prime Minister told the Mail on Sunday: “The dog is in great
shape. “I get up at six o'clock in the morning and stagger around,
walk around the garden with the dog. “It's a keep-fit regime in my
boxers.”

(Story source: The Mirror)

The dog now works as a hospital corpsman second class and facility
dog at Walter Reed National Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland,
where he comforts injured veterans and their families and also
assists with rehabilitation center sessions. “For demonstrating
outstanding dedication to President Bush and veterans at the Walter
Reed National Military Medical Center, Sully is the recipient of the
2019 ASPCA Public Service Award,” the ASPCA shared.

Other 2019 ASPCA Humane Award winners include Hannah “Kitten
Lady” Shaw, for her work rescuing neonatal kittens and teaching
others how to do the same, and Sweet Pea, a former dogfighting
victim who has become the face of  dogfighting awareness for New
Jersey.

(Story source: People.com)



98

Pet Travel - Dog school run Pet Travel - Dog school runMy        MattersPet My        MattersPet

Whether your school run involves a walk or a drive and if you
like to come and go as quickly as possible or hang around to
wave your child off and chat, most  parents clock up hundreds
or perhaps thousands of hours doing the school run over the
course of their children’s educations.

If you have a dog too, you might take them with you on the
school run, either because it gives your dog a chance to get out
and do something with you, or perhaps because it provides them
with an extra walk, or a chance to stretch their legs afterwards.

But is it actually a good idea to take your dog with you on the
school run, and how can you decide? This article will help you
to understand the factors to consider. Read on to learn more.

What does your school run look like?

One of the first things to think about it how your school run
works. If you drive and don’t get out, assuming your dog is good
in the car then there’s no reason not to take them, and your dog
will probably enjoy the trip albeit it won’t be an overly interesting
outing.

If you drive and get out at the school itself, will your dog get out
too? Will this be safe? You should never leave a dog
unsupervised in a car, particularly in warmer weather, so discount
taking them along if this would be unavoidable.

If you walk the school run, is the walk itself one you’d be happy
to take your dog on at other times of the day? What about at
school run times when the road and pavement will be busy?

Think about the potential advantages and hazards involved in the
trip, specifically at the times of day the school run takes place,
which often cause the roads and streets to be noisy and crowded
with children. If your dog is likely to get anxious or can be
unpredictable, this might be best avoided.

What’s in it for your dog?

The next thing to look at is what’s in the school run for your dog.
Most dogs welcome any opportunity to get out and see new
things, even if the trip is short and not objectively that interesting,
and this is often enough.

But if you need to balance this against the potential challenges
of handling your dog in a crowd, or planning to substitute a walk
with the school run, think about how valuable this will be for the
dog.

How well does your dog get on with crowds
and lots of people?

Parents and children cluster round the gates at pick up and drop
off times, and many dogs will really enjoy this as an opportunity
to get some extra attention! Others might find this hugely
daunting, however, so consider how your dog will react, how far
you would be able to keep them from the main hustle and bustle,
and if the environment is appropriate for your dog in the first
place.

Is your dog 100% trustworthy around
children of all ages?

If your dog is in any way wary, speculative, anxious or
unpredictable around children of any age and level of excitement,
discount the idea of taking them on the school run immediately.

It is your responsibility as a dog owner to ensure that the
presence of your dog does not pose a threat to other people, and
to keep your dog calm and under control without needlessly
exposing them to stress.

How does your dog handle other dogs?

If you’re thinking of taking your dog on the school run, so will
other parents - so factor in how well your dog gets on with
others, and if they will be happy and relaxed in the company of
other dogs. For many dogs, this will give them a great chance to
socialise, but for a dog that is still getting to grips with dealing
with others or that can be a bit funny with other dogs, the school
run is best avoided.

Is your dog well trained and responsive 
to commands?

Your dog must be generally well behaved and responsive to
commands in order for you to be able to consider taking them
on the school run, because an out of control dog can soon cause
plenty of problems for both you and other people. If your dog
can’t keep their head when a lot if going on around them or they
get overexcited or too wound up, leave them at home.

Are there any rules or limitations at the
school itself?

Finally, check before you take your dog on the school run that
the school doesn’t have any rules forbidding this themselves.
Some schools will naturally have a no dogs policy on the
grounds, but this may extend to outside of the gates too.

Additionally, remember that not everyone wants to be in close
quarters to dogs, even if your dog is lovely, so respect this and
ensure that their simple presence doesn’t pose a nuisance or
scare another parent or worse, a child.

(Article source: Pets 4 Homes)

Doggie run: Is it a good idea to
take your dog with you on the
school run?   
Doing the daily school run either in the morning or afternoon (or both) is
a regular part of many dog owner’s routines, and whether you view it as
an unavoidable inconvenience or a chance to meet and chat to your own
friends and those of your children, it is something most parents are very
familiar with.



Do you have an aggressive cat?

In my feline behaviour science book, The Cat Whisperer: Why
Cats Do What They Do and How to Get Them to Do What You
Want, my feline aggression chapter is, by far, the longest chapter
in the book. The reason for this is there are several types of
aggressive cats and many more reasons and circumstances as
to why the aggression occurs, and I set out to provide, in a very
detailed and organised way, behaviour plans and strategies to
manage the different forms of feline aggression.

In my 20 plus years of consulting with cat owners around the
world who have aggressive cats, I often find they have not only
misunderstood the kind of aggression their cats are displaying,
but most importantly, they misapprehend the reason the
aggression is being displayed, to begin with, and what to do
about it.  

Many feel their cats are bad, do not like them, or are trying to
spite or get back at them. All of these, of course, is incorrect.
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The most common forms of cat aggression
and what you can do

1. Play Aggression:

Kittens have a strong survival instinct to practice their hunting
skills. What looks cute and playful to us, is, in fact, several
predatory motor pattern sequences that kittens practice over and
over again to become good hunters. 

Normally they would have their littermates to sharpen these skills
with, but if not, another cat in the household (oftentimes a
somewhat unwilling adult cat), human, or even the family dog
will suffice for the budding hunter. 

At 16 weeks of age, there is a noticeable increase in their play
aggression activity and many kitten owners begin to wonder what
they’ve gotten themselves into. 

What to do:

First and foremost, never physically reprimand a kitten. This can
cause more aggression and teach them to also fear you, which
can then cause new types of aggression to develop. 

The best strategy is to exhaust your kitten’s playful and
exploratory behaviour with the appropriate cat toys and kitten
habitat you create. 

This should include battery-operated toys, wand toys, solo toys,
and items to hide in and also climb and perch on. Change the
locations of these toys and environmental enrichment items often
so they hold your kitten’s interest and do not become mundane.

Do not use your hands to play with your kitten directly. In fact,
keep hand interaction at a minimum when your kitten is in play
mode. 

Picking up and petting your kitten is a very positive thing, but
with certain kittens, too much petting can elicit the “grab and
bite” behaviour that their instincts are still telling them to practice.
When adopting a new kitten, strongly consider adopting two
kittens. 

This will decrease stress for the kitten, provide them a play-
fighting friend, and help them further develop into a confident
and well-adjusted cat.

Alert: Are You Underfeeding Your Kitten?

Sometimes kitten owners unknowingly under-feed their growing
kittens. Because a kitten’s metabolism wheel is spinning much
faster than an adult cat, several feedings a day or leaving food
always available instead of the old-school and harmful advice of
twice a day scheduled feedings, is a must. 

Kittens also need more calories per unit of body weight than an
adult cat. This can mean at least triple the amount of cat food
than an adult cat would eat. In addition to not reaching their full
genetic growth, hungry or malnourished kittens can develop
aggression issues. When in doubt, feed your growing kitten!

2. Petting-induced cat aggression:

This is one of the most common forms of cat aggression. 
Cats can become overstimulated or fearful if you pet them for
too long or on an area of the body they don’t enjoy. The cat will
lash out clawing or biting as part of a natural fear-based
aggression response.

What to do:

Stop petting your aggressive cat while he is still enjoying it and
shows no signs of wanting you to stop. Over time, you will raise
your cat’s stress threshold to be pet. 

Simply put, he will eventually begin to trust that your petting
doesn’t create a negative feeling. In contrast, most cat owners
will wait until their cat tries to bite them or displays irritable signs
(ears back, body tensing up, growling or hissing) and then stop
petting their cat. 

While you should absolutely stop petting a cat who has begun
to show signs of biting you or who attempts to bite you, from a
behavioural perspective, petting up to this point teaches him that
every time you pet him it’s a bad experience. 

Again, the goal is to improve his petting threshold by ending the
petting way before your cat would normally try and bite you or
shows signs of stress.

Giving your cat attention in other ways can also be beneficial.
Playing with your cat using an interactive wand toy or
incorporating clicker training into his daily life can help satisfy
the attention and interaction with you that he craves.

Continued on pages 12-13…

'Cat-Fu' fighting! What to do with
an aggressive cat   
Cat Whisperer Mieshelle Nagelschneider weighs in on what to do with 
an aggressive cat.



3. Redirected Cat Aggression:

This is a typical kind of aggression that is a result of something
triggering your cat’s fear and your cat unable to direct the
aggression at the stimulus that caused the fear. Your cat can then
misdirect the aggression on anything nearby - the dining room
chair, another cat or person. 

Many cat owners will describe this type of aggression as the
most baffling kind because they can’t always see the cause and
the attack comes suddenly out of nowhere and sometimes
several hours after the cat’s fear was initially triggered. 

About half of all feline aggression towards humans is redirected
aggression. The cat’s fear is what needs to be addressed to
prevent what might possibly happen next, the redirected
aggression. 

What to do:

Avoid fear triggers in your cat’s environment. The most common
are seeing a stray or neighbourhood cat or other animals outside,
loud noises, new or strange smells, stressful events like a vet
visit, and indoor cats not getting along.

If you see your cat is becoming fearful or if you’re unsure, try
distracting your cat with a wand toy to trigger your cat’s playful
behaviour. 

Cats cannot feel fearful when they are watching or playing with
a cat toy. This is their most confident and fear-free mood state. 

If you can do so safely, remove the fear trigger or block your cat’s
view of it. Do not attempt to pet or move a cat that may be
agitated.

If your cat has already become aggressive, it’s best to leave him
alone until he calms down, which can take anywhere from several
minutes to several hours, or longer. Then trigger his happy mood
state by maneuvering a wand toy or another toy he enjoys.
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4. Inter-cat Aggression: 

Cats not getting along is one of the most common complaints
amongst cat owners.  If you are introducing cats for the first time,
follow a behaviour plan that gradually introduces them to avoid
a confrontation that can cause aggression. For cats that once got
along and no longer are, they may need to be gradually re-
introduced. 

In addition to the introduction and re-introduction process
outlined in my book, there are other important strategies to help
ensure a peaceful co-existence with multi-cat households. Cats
are territorial (even more than dogs) and this is one of the main
reasons for inter-cat aggression. 

You can decrease territorial thinking to minimize or end the
bullying of a victimized cat, as well as resource guarding, fighting
between cats, and stress that can lead to other behaviour issues
such as litter box avoidance.

What to Do:

Make sure you have not created an environment where the cats
think the resources are too few. This means not only do you need
enough cat resources in your home, but they need to be in
numerous locations. 

For example, you can have five water bowls, but if they are all in
the kitchen, this can cause competitiveness and worry because
of too few locations for this resource. 

This is one of the most common reasons for the territorial
thinking that can lead to fighting between cats. Instead, place
each water bowl in very different locations throughout the home
- north, east, south, and west locations is a good rule to follow. 

Food, water, litter boxes, cat toys, cat scratchers, cat trees, and
cat beds are all important resources cats take turns using each
day. This activity is also known as time-sharing and it’s a way
that cats structure their social hierarchy. 

These resources need to be in multiple locations. If the locations
are not plentiful enough, it can create a lot of undue stress that
can lead to aggression issues.

Cats that are fed frequently or have food more readily available
are less aggressive and more cooperative with one another. 
If feeding scheduled meals, instead of two larger meals spaced
several hours apart, it’s now recommended to feed cats their
regular calorie allotment, but in several smaller meals throughout
the day. 

Cats are designed to eat more frequently than just twice a day.
Many cat owners utilize timed-feeders for both canned and dry
food to dispense multiple meals throughout the day. A hungry
cat with too many hours in between meals is a stressed cat, and
this can create inter-cat aggression issues.

Feline pheromone products can help cats feel calm, safe, and
friendly.  The diffusers are the easiest to use and very effective
in helping cats get along with one another.

Humans in families have last names; cats need to have scent last
names in order to feel affiliated with one other and to help
eliminate cat aggression issues. 

Create this very important social glue between your cats by
brushing each of them with the same brush daily. Brush each cat
10 to 20 strokes before moving onto the next cat. Go through all
your cats three separate times without keeping a particular order. 

Gently brush the head, cheeks, neck, shoulders, and ribcage.
Leave out the hindquarters and tail for this strategy. Be sure to
leave the hair in the brush between cats because the goal is to
create a group scent on all your cats instead of the cats smelling
differently from one another. 

If you have two cats, you will be creating a two-cat scent on each
cat. Five cats, a five-cat scent. This strategy only takes a few
minutes each day and really makes a difference in facilitating
friendly social behaviour between cats. Without a group scent, it
spells trouble!

Don’t forget to have toys available for your cats and to play with
each of your cats daily. If their natural hunting behaviour is not
exhausted each day by playing with a cat toy you can deal with
aggressive cat behaviour, their stress response system can
become activated which can lead to inter-cat aggression.

(Article source: Modern Cat)



Cat Hospice - Giving palliative care
to sick cats
Cat Hospice is a small charity dedicated to cats living with FIV and is
named after one of it’s first residents, ‘Strompus’ - a pretty little long-
haired feral cat, who sadly died on Christmas Eve in 2011.
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Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV) is similar to HIV / Aids in
humans, in that it effects the immune system. With careful
healthcare, these cats can live happy and healthy lives, so we feel
that it should not automatically result in a death sentence. 
Most of our FIV cats are feral but some, like Tom, pictured above,
are friendly pets who have just got into a bit of bother. Domestic
cats with FIV can be rehomed in some circumstances.  Tom (who
came from Watford) went to live as a companion to another FIV
positive cat in the North East. All our FIV cats are neutered,
microchipped, wormed and vaccinated.

There are many cats in our care who live in our Cat Hospice
who are very sick. Cats just like these… 

‘Tiger’

Tiger was abandoned on the street of a
busy market town when his owners
moved house.  Frightened and hungry,
he found his way to the home of a lady
who fed him until we were able to take
him in. Tiger was terribly matted and
extremely thin, and he had to be fully
shaved because of how matted his coat
was.

After some time and a lot of love, we got him well and happy and
a lovely coat. His health wasn’t to last however, as some time
later he developed lymph cancer, and needed a course of
Chemotherapy. It was a difficult time for him, as the
chemotherapy did take it out of him and make him sleep a lot.
After two weeks of treatment, when he stopped taking them, his
condition improved drastically, and he was in remission. This
was 3 years ago now. Tiger’s health will always be a problem, as
he is a fragile boy, but he fought cancer and won. He has to
remain at the rescue in a flat on site because of his sensitive
nature and possible future vet costs. He loves relaxing on a comfy
bed and still plays with toys even at his advanced age.

Cat Hospice needs help to care for all these other cats:

‘Kiska’. This little FIV positive girl came from the same feral
colony as Strompus.

‘Wilton’. This rather handsome young chap came from a factory
site in the North East, thanks to the Cat Orphanage. As he is FIV
positive, we were happy to care for him at our Cat Hospice. 

‘Gillan’. Long haired tabby female Gillan is a feral cat living with
FIV. 

‘Secret’. Secret is about 3 years old and is one of our domestic
FIV boys. 

‘Whiskers’. Whiskers is a friendly boy who is living with FIV.

As you can see, all of these beautiful cats have their own unique
character. They all need looking after so Cat Hospice can give
them the best possible care through their final years of life.

To donate to Cat Hospice, please write to: Raisemore,
Unit 1, Alton Road Industrial Estate, Ross-on-Wye HR9 5NB

Not yet made your Will? Already have a Will, but is it enough?
Get yours checked now. FARPLACE ANIMAL RESCUE have
arranged a free Will making service at no cost to you or the
charity.

Just call McClure Solicitors on Freephone 0800 852 1999 and
mention Farplace Animal Rescue.

Kiska Wilton Gillan Secret Whiskers
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