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Letter from the Editor

Welcome to the January 2020 5oth issue of 
‘My Pet Matters’ - The monthly Newsletter
that brings you and your pet closer.

This month we feature an interview with
MTV’s Nathan Henry who says; ‘My dogs are
my world’. We ask the question; Has living
with humans affected canine intelligence?
We bring you the 6 most important life lessons
older dogs teach us, and we take a look inside
Britain’s most dog-friendly pub! Plus much
much more!

Every month we bring you pet news,
interesting articles and features, what’s on,
handy tips, expert opinions and advice,
finance information, pet product promotions,
travel, art, fun and games and much more for
you to getting to know your pet better.

Plus there is our Charity of the Month. 
(See page 28 for details).

And why not receive future issues of ‘My Pet
Matters? It’s absolutely FREE! Just visit:
www.mypetmatters.co.uk and click on
‘Newsletter’.

I hope you enjoy reading ‘My Pet Matters’ and
wish you all the best for you and your furry
friends.

The Editor - My Pet Matters

My        MattersPet

PS. Do you have an interesting story about

you r pet? Or anything else you may want to

contribute to any of our topics? If so please

email us to: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk

and we may use it in a futu re issue!

My Pet Matters is a Newsletter published by Clearlight Media. Unit 1, Alton Road Industrial Estate, Ross-on-Wye HR9 5NB.
email: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk Web: www.mypetmatters.co.uk

During the cold winter months cats will often seek out
any warm space they can find. One particularly
irresistible lure seems to be the cosy confines of a
warm car engine. Unfortunately, cats that seek shelter
under the bonnets of cars can then be injured or killed
when that car is started. Help keep your own and your
neighbourhood cats safe this winter by tapping the
bonnet of your car before you start the engine.

WINTER CAT WARNING
At this time of year please check under your
car and wheel arches for cats trying to keep
warm, before you set off on your journey!

Do you have a Pet Event near you? Let us

know by email: a rticles@mypetmatters.co.uk

RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch
25th - 27th January 2020
Nationwide

The RSPB's Big Garden Birdwatch is the world's biggest bird
survey and regularly attracts nearly half a million participants. 

The records from people counting birds in their gardens
provides a vital snapshot of the UK's birds each winter. 

The RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch 2020 will take place over the
weekend of the 25th and 27th January 2020.

To take part in the Big Garden Birdwatch simply spend an hour
watching the birds in your garden or local park over the weekend. 

Count the highest number of bird species you see at the same
time. You can use pen and paper or the RSPB's online counting
tool. 

Don't count the total over the hour as you may get the same birds
visiting more than once. 

Submit the results to The RSPB via their website.

The Grooming Show
Saturday 18th - Sunday 19th January 2020
Double Tree Hilton, Coventry.

The Grooming Show is UK’s largest grooming event with a
weekend of seminars, EGA points awarding competition,
shopping and much more!

Run by Julie Lalou and
Denise Westbrook, the
Grooming Show is
approaching its third
annual event held at the
DoubleTree Hilton in
Coventry, UK. In addition to
the grooming competition,
which comprises all levels
from beginners to

champions and fun classes for those who just want to ‘give it a
go’, there is an educational grooming conference which will
feature some exceptional seminars and demonstrations by some
top groomers and business experts.

If you are an existing groomer hoping to update your skills,
improve your business potential or do some shopping, a student
just starting out and hoping to learn and meet others in a similar
situation, or you want to show off your skills then The Grooming
Show is for you!

As well as the shopping, education and competition there is also
a fun dinner and a new edition this year of a “Sweet Soiree”
where you can join us for dessert, drinks and a bit of fun karaoke
on Saturday evening. You’re guaranteed a great time!
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BBC News reports that homelessness charity Simon Community
Scotland is working with Dogs Trust to help direct the response to
homeless people and their pets.

Their Paws for Thought guidance highlights the positive role dogs
can play in people's lives.

It aims to raise awareness of the value of the pets among housing
and support service providers.

The document consists of several pieces of advice such as how to
provide dog-friendly communal rooms in temporary shelters and
create risk assessments to ensure there are no issues with staff
members being allergic to, or afraid of, pets.

Lorraine McGrath, from Simon Community Scotland, said: "No-one
should ever be placed in a position where they have to choose
between a safe place to stay or their pet.

"What makes this choice even harder is the trauma and loss many
of the people we support have experienced.

"Being asked to give up the only constant in their lives that gives
them company, purpose, security and love simply adds more trauma
and loss to an already awful journey.

"The great thing is it doesn't have to be like that, being dog and pet
friendly isn't that hard. This document shares the experiences and
opportunities to provide that approach."

'Source of comfort'

Housing Minister Kevin Stewart, who is launching the document in
Edinburgh, welcomed the "positive" recommendations in the report.

K9 reports that the first thing I thought when I heard that was, "are
you sure she wants rescuing from a burger van?", writes Jon
Garstang.

Winnie is a Rottweiler/Staffy mix with a smile as wide as the Thames
and a curly Rottie tail that rotates like a propeller. The first time we
met she barreled towards me and as I greeted her she dived flat on
the floor with the classic Staffy frog’s legs and smiled at me as if to
say "I found you, you're my human."

I was four years into professional work with dogs and Winnie was
to arrive in my world at the time we needed one another most. 
She was homeless and I was partying a little too much having no
responsibilities to speak of.

BBC News reports that the effort was worth it, as the final result
shows her eight pooches and nine felines gazing stoically into the
camera.

Kathy Smith, 30, from Corwen, called her home "quite chaotic".

However, she managed to get her 17-strong pack perfectly lined up
for a split second before they ran off to play again.

"I was so thrilled when I realised I'd captured this shot - it's like a
little family photo," she said. "I love all of my pets so much, so I was
really happy when I managed to get them all posing together -
despite it not being easy to do. "I kept trying to get photos of the
cats and dogs all together but some of them were always out of
frame."

Her dogs were happy posing, as Ms Smith held a handful of treats
to keep their attention. However, the cats were a bit more tricky.

"I now know the real meaning behind herding cats - I had to just
keep picking them up and putting them back until they stayed," she
said. "It took about three attempts but in the end I managed to keep
them there for a couple of seconds and get the photo before they
were off again," Ms Smith added. "We live in quite a chaotic house
but you get used to it."

Her three-bedroom semi-detached home has become a sanctuary
for pets and other wildlife she has rescued. As well as the cats and
dogs, she also has four budgies, fish and a baby hedgehog.

(Story source: BBC News)

"It clearly sets out why pets matter and provides practical steps to
support social landlords in helping people experiencing
homelessness to maintain their relationships with their pets," he
said.

Respecting people's relationships with their pets was an important
element of the "person-centred approach" in the government's
Ending Homelessness Together Action Plan, Mr Stewart added.

"For someone facing homelessness, it is already an extremely
difficult time," he said. "Being forced to choose between their pets
and a safe place to live is a choice no-one should have to make.

Clare Kivlehan, from Dogs Trust, said only about 10% of hostels
were dog-friendly.

"When we say a dog is for life, we mean it," she said. "Every effort
should be made to keep homeless people and their pets together as
they are often their only source of comfort and support."

(Story source: BBC News)

We were inseparable, sleeping in millionaire mansions one night as
house-sitters and in my van the next, much to her chagrin. I was
just delving into the animal behaviour world and having Winnie
taught me so much about my levels of patience and empathy as well
as body language and triggers in other dogs as my skill as a trainer
developed.

We had a genius way of attracting new clients. Based in Wimbledon
village, a leafy district well out of my pay grade but full of wealthy
dog owners and beautiful old English pubs with roaring fires, I
would sit at the end of the bar in any number of these pubs with
Winnie at my feet and every time someone walked by Winnie would
get the propeller/smile combo going and the conversation tended
to start like this.

"Wow what a gorgeous dog. I wish my dog was as well behaved as
this...". As if by magic I would explain my business and produce a
business card. On a good night, I could reel in five or more clients,
thanks to my girl's charisma and love of people.

Over the next year as my business grew, I was given a chance to
work as a trainer and advisor in a dog shelter in Zambia in southern
Africa. The shelter was hugely oversubscribed and had no plan to
get out of the situation. They really needed my help as up to that
point no dog trainers had ever been to the shelter in the capital
Lusaka.

I thought about Winnie and the chance I'd been given by her to learn
and grow so, with her in mind, I left for Zambia for four months
leaving Winnie with family and friends.

Needless to say, since that trip, my shelter work has gone from
strength to strength leading to work in other countries as an advisor
and training handlers. 

Much like adopting Winnie and being a father for the first time, we're
essentially improvising through life no matter what our credentials.
These experiences are never the same so one's adaptability
becomes a virtue and then a superpower!

Just over three years ago I moved to the Greek island of Rhodes
taking Winnie and her daughter Rhubarb with me. Like many ageing
English ladies, she is retiring in the Mediterranean, taking daily
swims and now chasing lizards instead of squirrels. She doesn't
have the same power nor speed anymore, but her charm has not
waned. She watches and inspires me daily.

My education outreach work takes me into communities, working
with police forces, government departments, vets and everything in
between. The problems I deal with are as much about the fabric of
the places I work in as the animals themselves.

Here in Greece, I offer free training for new adopters. I'm planning
to go to Mexico in the next few months to help a shelter to create
new protocols, help train handlers and assist in community projects
to improve conditions and educate the next generation on animal
welfare and responsible dog ownership.

Because of Winnie, I've found my path and I thank her every day for
what she has taught me.

(Story source: K9)
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Homeless people 'should
be allowed to stay with
their dogs'
Homeless people need to be able to stay
with their dogs, according to guidance being
issued for housing providers.

‘I found my path in life
because of this dog’
I remember exactly where I was when I first
met her. My partner in crime, confidant and
great teacher. I'd heard she'd been tied to a
burger van just off the A3 and needed a
home.

Corwen pet owner takes
paw-trait with 17 cats
and dogs
A pet owner took the perfect family paw-trait
after spending days trying to get her 17 dogs
and cats to sit still.
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BBC News reports that Darran Gough freed his 15th cat in 12
months on Monday, after it got stuck under a bath at its home in
Birmingham.

The pet was scared and had been moved to the property in Moseley
just hours earlier, the fire service said. Mr Gough, from Billesley
Community Fire Station, said recent cat rescues included one
trapped behind a toilet and another in a sewer pipe.

He said he had rescued a number of cats who had become scared
"within 24 hours" of their arrival at new homes. He said of the latest
rescue: "It's my 15th cat within 12 months, I am being called the cat
whisperer."

On Monday, a camera was put behind the bath so fire crews could
monitor the cat's progress as they worked to make a hole for him
to escape. They then waited in another room until the cat made his
way out. Other rescues have included releasing pets from sewer
pipes and one that was trapped behind a toilet.

(Story source: BBC News)

A packet of bread rolls, which had been placed inside, began to burn
and caused a small fire, Essex Fire Service said.

The owner, who was not at home at the time, was alerted to the fire
by an app on their mobile phone. The fire service said the owner's
device allowed them to view live feeds from a camera that was set
up in their house on Kingsman Road.

Geoff Wheal, watch manager at Corringham Fire Station, called it a
"very strange incident" and said firefighters found the kitchen filled
with smoke, but they made sure the flames did not spread to the rest
of the house.

"It demonstrates that microwaves shouldn't be used to store food
when they aren't in use," he said. "Always keep your microwave clean
and free of clutter or food and any packaging. "Animals or children
can turn them on more easily than you might think - so please don't
run the risk." The dog was not hurt, the service added.

(Story source: BBC News)

BBC News reports that the husky-type animal, which was left on its
own in the house in Stanford-le-Hope, turned on the appliance,
which was on a worktop in the kitchen.

Science Daily reports that the findings reported in the journal
Current Biology on September 23 show that, much like children and
dogs, pet cats form secure and insecure bonds with their human
caretakers. The findings suggest that this bonding ability across
species must be explained by traits that aren't specific to canines,
the researchers say.

NOAH reports that two thirds (62%) of UK pet owners are concerned
that in the event of ‘no deal’, the supply of pet medicines in the UK
could be interrupted and that some medications will be less easily
available, new research by the National Office of Animal Health
(NOAH) reveals.

NOAH’s research of more than 1,000 UK owners shows high levels
of concern for UK animal health particularly around the potential
impact of a ‘no deal’ Brexit.

Birmingham 'cat
whisperer' rescues 15th
trapped pet in a year
A firefighter has been nicknamed "the cat
whisperer" because he has rescued so many
pets.

Dog starts house fire 
in Essex by turning 
on microwave
A dog started a house fire when it managed
to turn the microwave on, a fire service said.

Cats are securely bonded
to their people, too
Cats have a reputation for being aloof 
and independent. But a study of the way
domestic cats respond to their caregivers
suggests that their socio-cognitive abilities
and the depth of their human attachments
have been underestimated.

Two thirds of UK pet
owners now concerned
that ‘no deal’ Brexit will
mean pets may not get
vital medicines they need
Concerns about the availability 
and affordability of animal healthcare 
post-Brexit are high.

This potential medicines shortage has led to 22% voicing their
concern around a significant decline in the health of UK pets; 19%
fearing that UK pets could develop serious health issues; and 10%
even fearing that pets in the UK may die.

Nearly two thirds (61%) are unaware that Brexit could disrupt the
supply of animal medicines in the UK. In addition, irrespective of
whether a deal is done or not, over a third have voiced concerns
about the availability of animal medicines (38%) and the availability
of pet and veterinary professionals (37%) post-Brexit. Nearly half
(46%) of those surveyed are calling on the Government to take
immediate action to protect the supply of animal medicines by
negotiating a suitable deal with the EU, whilst 17% believe that Brexit
should be abandoned in order to solve this issue.

The research also shows that more than half of UK pet owners are
concerned about the potential for pet food (54%) and pet medicines
(56%) to cost more after Brexit, as well as a concern that it will have
a negative impact on access to pet and vet professionals (52%)
when their animals need veterinary care.

This research builds on NOAH’s Brexit Barometers, which track the
very latest in sentiment across the animal health industry as we
move ever-closer to the March 2019 deadline for exit from the
European Union.

NOAH Chief Executive Dawn Howard comments:

“This new research shows that as we near the March 2019 deadline
the British public are turning their thoughts to the impact of Brexit
on the animals they love. Pet owner sentiment very much echoes
our own industry sentiment in that we are all very concerned and in
urgent need of clarity. Whilst Government advice published on 24
September provided some welcome information in relation to animal
medicines, more clarity is needed. We all want to be able to uphold
some of the best animal health and welfare standards in the world
and ensure that our beloved family pets can continue to receive the
veterinary care and protection they deserve.”

(Story source: NOAH)

"Like dogs, cats display social flexibility in regard to their
attachments with humans," said Kristyn Vitale of Oregon State
University. "The majority of cats are securely attached to their owner
and use them as a source of security in a novel environment."

One revealing way to study human attachment behaviour is to
observe an infant's response to a reunion with their caregiver
following a brief absence in a novel environment. When a caregiver
returns, secure infants quickly return to relaxed exploration while
insecure individuals engage in excessive clinging or avoidance
behaviour.

Similar tests had been run before with primates and dogs, so Vitale
and her colleagues decided to run the same test, only this time with
cats.

During the test, an adult cat or kitten spent two minutes in a novel
room with their caregiver followed by two minutes alone. Then, they
had a two-minute reunion. The cats' responses to seeing their
owners again were classified into attachment styles.

The results show that cats bond in a way that's surprisingly similar
to infants. In humans, 65 percent of infants are securely attached to
their caregiver.

"Domestic cats mirrored this very closely," Vitale says. In fact, they
classified about 65 percent of both cats and kittens as securely
bonded to their people.

The findings show that cats' human attachments are stable and
present in adulthood. This social flexibility may have helped facilitate
the success of the species in human homes, Vitale says.

The researchers are now exploring the importance of this work in
relation to the thousands of kittens and cats that wind up in animal
shelters. 

"We're currently looking at several aspects of cat attachment
behaviour, including whether socialization and fostering
opportunities impact attachment security in shelter cats," Vitale said.

This work was supported through a Nestlé Purina sponsorship for
studies in cat and dog emotional well-being and by the National
Science Foundation.

(Story source: Science Daily)



Vaccinations can actively stop your dog from catching the health
conditions that they’re designed to protect against outright, but
one common dog vaccination misconception is that vaccinations
will always prevent such illnesses entirely.

It is certainly true that vaccination greatly reduces the chances
of your dog catching one of the illnesses they’re protected from,
but this is not fool proof; however, a dog that does catch a
condition that they are vaccinated against still benefits from their
vaccine, as this is apt to greatly reduce the severity of the illness
in question. Most first-time dog owners and puppy buyers get
their dogs vaccinated, or will find that this has been taken care
of by the breeder, shelter or seller providing the pet in question. 

However, as the years go by, many dog owners become
somewhat lax about ensuring that their dogs get their booster
shots as required, and forgetting or neglecting to get boosters
given becomes more and more common as each year passes.

Whilst it used to be the norm for dogs to be given booster
vaccinations every twelve months, this is not always the case
today, and many vets follow a different booster schedule, which
sees more than a year between doses for some shots after dogs
reach a certain age. However, whatever booster schedule your
own vet recommends for your dog, it is really important to follow
it to keep your dog safe - and for several other good reasons too,
which might not have occurred to you.
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Protection from preventable diseases

The first, foremost and most obvious reason for keeping your
dog’s boosters up to date is of course to ensure that you’ve done
everything possible to protect them from preventable contagious
diseases that can spread quickly from dog to dog, and that can
be very serious. 

Most vaccinations will prevent your dog from catching
vaccinatable conditions that are doing the rounds entirely, and
will lessen the impact of those that they might catch. However,
your dog won’t benefit if they don’t get their booster shots when
needed.

General health and immune strength

Catching a contagious illness isn’t just dangerous to your dog in
and of itself; even if your dog recovers and suffers no long-term
effects of the condition, fighting it off and even the medications
and other forms of treatments used by your vet to resolve it all
have an impact on your dog too.

Illness generates an immune response from your dog’s body in
order to fight off the invader, which takes resources and causes
the immune system to weaken for a while until the body builds
up strength to recover; and medications like antibiotics can
further weaken the immune system too. 

This means that during a period of recovery from illness, your
dog is actually at higher risk from catching or developing another
illness than they would be if in full health, and you can lessen or
negate this risk by keeping your dog’s boosters current.

Herd immunity

Herd immunity is a simple but fascinating principle that helps to
protect the potentially weaker and more vulnerable members of
any species; or for the purposes of this explanation, “herd.”

Not all dogs can be vaccinated; puppies have to be a certain age
before they get their first shots, and a small number of other dogs
react badly to vaccines, or cannot be vaccinated themselves for
other legitimate reasons. 

However, the risks for such unvaccinated dogs of catching
diseases is greatly reduced if the vast majority of other dogs that
they come into contact with - the “herd” - are themselves
vaccinated. 

This is because the vaccinated dogs or herd members are
unlikely to contract, carry or pass on the disease in question to
other dogs, limiting its spread and helping to protect the whole
herd, as long as the majority of the herd is vaccinated.

Protecting the health of your future dogs and
puppies!

As most dog owners know, puppies cannot meet with strange
dogs or even be taken out walking on their own in public safely
until they have had their initial vaccinations and waited for the
appropriate period of time for them to take effect.

This is to ensure that they’re not exposed to potentially
dangerous and contagious conditions like parvovirus; which is
commonly lethal to puppies. 

The viral load of some very dangerous contagious conditions like
parvo can lie dormant in the environment awaiting a host (a
vulnerable dog), such as within the soil in your garden where a
dog carrying the virus pooped, for months or even years in some
cases. 

This means that they could potentially infect a future dog or
puppy that you might get some time in the future. If your current
dog is vaccinated and up to date with their boosters, however,
this risk is negated!

Dog insurance coverage caveats

If your dog is insured and becomes ill with a health condition
that they could have been vaccinated against and weren’t, your
insurer probably won’t pay out on your claim for veterinary fees.
Check your policy terms; virtually all pet insurance policies have
a caveat stating that they don’t cover conditions that could have
been prevented with vaccination.

Annual health checks

Booster vaccinations aren’t just about the shots; they also give
your vet the chance to give your dog a thorough health check
and physical examination too. 

If you’re missing booster shots, you’re probably missing your
dog’s annual health check as well. Even if your dog’s boosters
are administered less regularly than every twelve months, they
should still see the vet once a year for a check-up!

Kennels, doggy daycare and other services

Kennels, doggy daycare facilities and dog walking groups will
almost always insist that attending dogs are fully vaccinated and
up to date with their boosters in order to be permitted to join in.

This is in order to protect the health of all of the dogs involved,
and so if your dog’s boosters are out of date, you might find that
your holiday will need to be cancelled at the last minute too, or
that your dog will be turned away from their playdate!

(Article source: Pets 4 Homes)
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7 reasons to keep your dog’s
booster vaccinations up to date
Vaccinations for dogs are designed to help your dog to stay fit and
healthy for life, and to greatly reduce the chances of them catching 
any one of a number of contagious and potentially lethal canine 
health conditions that are found within the UK.
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This means that certain dog breeds like these would be highly
unlikely to survive in the wild today if humans were eradicated
entirely; and even the very concept of dog breeds and selective
breeding is a human creation itself!

The impact and influence that humanity has had over the
evolution of dogs and dog breeds goes much further than just
the physical, however, and from an evolutionary perspective, the
influence that living with humans has had on canine intelligence
is truly fascinating in and of itself.

Dogs are one of the most commonly used species in research
and study into mental processes like cognition, awareness,
memory, perception, and the ability to learn, and dogs have been
hugely integral in many studies that are today, accepted and
taught worldwide as the basis of our understanding the psyche;
like those now-famous Pavlovian dogs!

However, whilst most research into the mind that used dogs as
its test subjects was designed to return results that could be
applied to humans, a number of interesting results that pertain
exclusively or particularly to dogs have occurred along the way
- some of which were a huge surprise to the researchers
undertaking the studies in question, and which may well be a
surprise to you too!

With this in mind, this article will look at a couple of the ways in
which living side by side with people has directly impacted upon
canine intelligence, and how canine intelligence has evolved as
a result of this. Read on to learn more.

Social-cognitive development

Social cognitive abilities are the abilities a species demonstrates
and learns to understand social interactions; the norms or
acceptable behaviours, and the ability to understand, interpret,
and get on with others that they are in regular contact with.
Usually this applies to others of the same species; but may apply
to other species too that are a regular part of their social
interactions, as is the case with dogs and humans.

If you’ve ever watched wildlife programs narrated to explain how
social groups of animals communicate and interact together, you
have already seen this in action, and programs of this type that
feature different ape species are some of the most popular of all. 

You might fairly assume that the social-cognitive development
of the various great ape species are those most similar to us as
humans, for obvious reasons - and yet domestic dogs have been
found to demonstrate a specific number of social-cognitive
abilities shared with humans alone, and which neither other
canine species, nor our own close human relatives like the great
apes possess!

These specific social-cognitive skills are most similar to those
developed by human children than any other species, and we’re
not quite sure how far this applies or what it means.

But one school of thought is that this is a demonstration of
convergent evolution, which is the term used when two unrelated
species evolve with a similar skill, trait or physical change as a
result of facing a similar problem.

One example of this is webbed feet - as seen on ducks and other
waterfowl, amphibious reptiles - and some canine species with
an affinity for water, like the Newfoundland dog. In terms of the
social-cognitive development of dogs, their shared traits with us
but with neither respective species’ closest genetic relatives
could be an example of psychological convergence.

Lost intelligence

As mentioned earlier on, some of today’s domestic dog breeds
would find it virtually impossible to survive in the wild, or in a
world without humans, as a result of the way humans have
impacted upon their physical traits and inadvertently
compromised their evolutionary fitness.

However, living in close quarters with humans for millennia may
well also have resulted in other and more subtle changes in how
this might affect domestic dogs in the wild  - and over time, some
of their historical cognitive skills may have become eroded as a
result of living with and alongside of humans for so long.

This is an evolutionary process that sees traits that a species no
longer needs or benefits from gradually being eroded over
millennia - and is why humans have tailbones, but no tails!

When it comes to dogs, they have certainly gained some
additional skills and intelligence along the course of their
exposure to us, like the social-cognitive skills mentioned above,
but they’ve also lost out in some respects too.

The Dingo, for instance - a wild canine species, Canis dingo in
contrast to the domestic dog’s Canis lupus familairis - is better
at problem solving and working things through alone than our
own pet dogs are when you remove them from a social setting.
When it comes to working out social problems, domestic dogs
beat dingoes.

Additional studies also showed the difference between wolves
and dogs in terms of the type of problem-solving abilities they
display and their reliance on humans. Both species were trained
to solve a simple task, then presented with an apparently identical
task that was rigged to be impossible to complete.

The dogs in the experiment looked to the people nearly for
direction and help, whilst the wolves, of course, did not! 
This indicates that the dog relies upon humans to fix things,
resolve issues and ultimately, provide solutions for them, and
expects humans to have all the answers - whilst wolves would
not even thing of doing this, nor imagine that humans might be
either able or willing to help them.

Continued on pages 12-13…

What started as a relationship of convenience to enhance both
species’ chances of ultimate survival has today moved far beyond
the realms of logistical necessity, into a symbiotic relationship
of mutual companionship and appreciation that has endured far
beyond its term of necessity for either species.

Close contact and association with humans has had a direct and
sometimes deliberate and acute influence on the canine species
as a whole; and in some breeds in particular, like the French
bulldog and English bulldog. The flat faces and large heads of
both breeds results from deliberate selective breeding on the part
of humans; to the point that around 80% of all dogs of both
breeds need to deliver young by caesarean section, and some
dogs of these breeds require assistance to mate too.

Clever canines: Has living with the
human race affected how canine
intelligence has evolved?
The canine and human species have lived side by side successfully for
millennia, and our evolution side by side is inextricably linked together
as a result.



Do dogs have an IQ?

Not exactly. Like Hodgson explained, "IQ" really depends on the
quality you're observing. In Coren's book, you can have your dog
take an IQ test he created based on his analyses.

Are bigger dogs smarter than small dogs?

It hasn't been confirmed as a fact, but research suggests that
bigger dogs could be smarter. If you look at this list, you'll find
that the only tiny pup is the papillon. Coren recently posed this
question in a post for Psychology Today, aptly titled "Are Big
Dogs Smarter Than Small Dogs?" Looking at a study from earlier
this year, Coren shared, "Data were obtained from 1,888 dogs,
and the results were unambiguous. There was a clear trend
indicating that larger dogs were able to accurately remember over
a longer period of time than were their smaller counterparts."

Keep in mind, however, that some companion dogs were bred to
have particular traits, like being calm and non-confrontational.
Hodgson adds that many small breeds are bred down from larger
breeds, and thus have similar drives, instincts, and yes, smarts.
Now, let's talk about our BFFs. 

These are the smartest dog breeds, according to Coren:

1. Border Collie

The valedictorians of the dog world, these herders took the top
spot in Stanley Coren's intelligence rankings, meaning most can
learn a new command in under five seconds and follow it at least
95% of the time. Related: The 20 Best Dogs for Kids and Families

2. Poodle 

Nowadays you can adopt cockapoos, whoodles and
goldendoodles, to name a few, but breeders love regular ol'
poodles for more than just their hypoallergenic qualities. 
The curly coated cuties also took the silver medal for working
intelligence in Coren's survey. Related: 40 Top Medium-Sized
Dogs

3. German Shepherd 

German Shepherds happily serve as police dogs, seeing eye
dogs, medical assistance dogs, and therapy dogs, so it's no
surprise that consistent obedience comes standard with this
breed. Related: 13 Best Guard Dogs to Protect Your Family and
Home

4. Golden Retriever 

That's right. One of the nation's most beloved family pets also
took home straight A's in this intelligence survey. While the breed
originated in hunting, Goldens also enjoy acting like straight-up
goofballs once in awhile too. Related: A Definitive Ranking of the
25 Absolute Cutest Dog Breeds

5. Doberman Pinscher 

Dobermans got their start in the late 19th century, when a
German tax collector named Louis Dobermann wanted a
medium-sized pet to act as both a guard dog and companion.
Translation: These fearless protectors can hold their own, and
hang with kids. Related: 35 Best Large Dog Breeds

6. Shetland Sheepdog

Smaller than collies, these adorable fluffballs hold their own in
herding, agility, and obedience trials. Consequently, Shelties do
tend to bark, chase, and herd, but their affectionate nature and
love for cuddles will erase any hard feelings. Related: 100+
Unique Dog Names for Every Kind of Pup

7. Labrador Retriever 

Labs love to please, whether it's as guide dogs, narcotic detection
dogs, or just everyday family pets. Americans have accordingly
made them the most popular breed in the country for a whopping
27 years in a row. Related: 20 Most Popular Dog Breeds in the
U.S.

8. Papillon

The first toy breed to crack the top 10, papillons aren't your
average lap dogs. The 5-pound wonders often take home top
prizes at competitive agility trials, according to the American
Kennel Club. Their name - French for "butterfly" - alludes to their
tall, pointed ears. Related: 15 Miniature Dog Breeds That Are Just
Too Cute

9. Rottweiler

Rottweilers likely descended from drover dogs in Ancient Rome,
with the rugged, dependable temperament to boot. An engaged
Rottweiler owner will take care to train and exercise their pooch
thoroughly - with the reward of a loving and loyal friend.
Related: The 25 Largest, Most Lovable Dog Breeds

10. Australian Cattle Dog

The Australian Cattle Dog sits outside of the top 50 in AKC's
popularity rankings, but don't miss out on this smart breed. Alert,
curious and pleasant, the high-energy herders do best with a job.
Related: 22 Healthiest Dog Breeds With the Least Health
Problems

(Article source: Various)
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Dogs still retain their survival instincts

In terms of the standalone chances of a species’ survival in an
evolutionary sense, being as reliant on humans as dogs are is
not a good thing. That looking to humans for solutions, inability
of some domestic dog species to survive and thrive without
humans, and better communication skills with people than with
other closely related species are all in many ways a bad thing for
dogs in terms of the species’ standalone ability to care for itself
alone in the wild.

However, even given this fact, a 2014 genome study to identify
the differences between dogs and wolves on a DNA level
indicated that dogs and wolves have just as acute theoretical fear
responses - a vital trait for evolutionary survival - but that dogs
also showed a greater level of synaptic plasticity.

Synaptic plasticity, put simply, is thought to be the physical
cellular expression of the process of learning and retaining
memories, and indicates that dogs are more adaptive in this
respect than wolves, and that as a species, they can mentally
adapt faster in evolutionary terms than their other close relatives.
However, the fact that dogs diverge from wolves in terms of
synaptic plasticity at all indicates that the ability dogs have to
learn and remember things itself has irrevocably changed and
evolved as a direct result of their relationships with humans.

These are the top 10 smartest dog breeds,
according to experts

While all dogs make for best friends, some are, um, more lovably
clueless than others. But when it comes to working intelligence
(i.e. following commands), certain types stand out from the pack.
After surveying almost 200 dog-obedience judges, psychologist
Stanley Coren named these breeds as the best of the bunch in
his book The Intelligence of Dogs.

And, if you're curious, we've answered some FAQs about dogs'
IQs that may blow your mind:

What makes a dog "smart?"

Coren evaluated breeds' levels of intelligence based on instincts,
obedience, and ability to adapt. But pet behaviour specialist Sarah
Hodgson says it's all relative. "Some are social and emotionally
dependent on people, so they are easier to train and far more
receptive to our vision of what they should do," she says. 
"But they have little intuitive smarts."

One example is a hound, because although they're not receptive,
they have superior senses of sight and smell. Similarly, terriers
might not take direction well, but they have excellent hearing. Do you have a smart dog? If so tell us by

email at: articles@mypetmatters.co.uk



On her 11th birthday, it suddenly became clear to me that I
wouldn't have much time left with her. The thought that she was
dying and I was 10,000 km away on the other side of the world
was unbearable for me. Our time together was running out. I did
not want to be without my dog anymore. My priorities had
changed. My dog was more important to me than the wolves,
more important than anything.

So I gave up my wolf research to be with Shira. I now feel blessed
that the two of us can grow old together. Every day she shows
me her love and teaches me new life-lessons.

Lesson 1: Adapt

Living with an old dog can be can be exhausting and expensive.
He may need a special diet, medication, special medical care.
Shira is now approaching her 15th year. I have adapted my life
to Shira. She regularly receives physiotherapy and there are
orthopedic dog beds in every room.

I have moved my bedroom from the first floor to the ground floor
so that she no longer has to climb stairs and I can let her out
more easily at night. She is walking much slower than before,
our daily rounds are getting shorter. Sometimes she just wants
to lay in the sun for a while instead of going for a walk, or she
doesn't want to "play" with other dogs, especially stormy young
puppies.

My Golden Girl is deaf and I communicate with her in sign
language - something we can teach even young dogs, and which
will make our life easier in old age. We are both more relaxed and
don’t take everything so seriously anymore. Recently Shira stole
a sausage from the kitchen table for the first time in her long life
- and I was delighted. We adjust to our old companions. To their
quirks, infirmities and peculiarities. To their stubbornness and
their weaknesses. And we love them just for that.

Lesson 2: Accept the things you cannot change

The way dogs deal with their ailments or changes in their lives is
particularly exemplary. Shira accepts the inevitable, such as the
occasional joint pain, or limitations to her quality of life. She does
not fight against it, but simply enjoys her life in every moment.

Lesson 3: Age is a question of attitude

We humans try to escape age in one way or another. Is there a
secret formula, a recipe for a long life? I haven't found one. 
You can do everything right - healthy food, sport, positive attitude
to life - and then you walk out the door and get run over by a
truck.

I've learned not to drive myself crazy anymore - or let myself
drive others crazy. Why should I? We're all getting old, that's the
way it is. Let's make the best of the rest of our lives.

Lesson 4: You don’t have to be perfect

Dogs couldn’t care less about their appearance. They don’t
compare themselves to other animals. Imagine how much time
and money we humans spend to look good and how hard we
work for self-improvement. And when it doesn’t work, we
become frustrated and unhappy.

We even want our dogs to be perfect: beautiful, obeying our
every command, the perfect creatures in the world. What heavy
burden are we putting on them - and us. Old dogs teach us to
accept our own shortcomings. They are not worried about
gaining weight or doing more exercise. The world is beautiful as
it is, we don’t need to change it.

Lesson 5: Life is here and now

If Shira was to design a calendar, on every page she would write
“Now”, because that’s all that counts for her. “Later” is a word
that doesn’t exist. Dogs live in the here and now. Not in the five
minutes just gone, not in the future. In the present. They interact
with the world fully and directly. They are happy where they are.

Lesson 6: The greatest gift

Old dogs make us realise how precious the time is that we spend
together. When an animal that has lived with us for many years
grows older, we learn to deal with change, to accept the inevitable
and to live consciously in every moment. Shira makes me aware
of the limited time we have and makes me enjoy every moment
of our lives.

What a gift life is. Everything happens exactly as it is meant to
happen. Our old dogs are wise to the secret of happiness: 'give
me a bone and I will be happy; give me place in your heart and
you will be happy'.

(Article source: K9)
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Older dogs: The 6 most important
life lessons they teach us
I am an independent wolf researcher and have been observing wild
wolves in America for over 30 years. Several times a year I flew to
Yellowstone National Park to participate in the wolf project. During 
that time my Labrador Shira remained in the care of my parents. 
I've missed her painfully every time, writes Elli Radinger.
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Schnauzerfest fundraising has restored the eyesight of many
Schnauzers blinded by cataracts. Cataract surgery can cost
upwards of £2000 per eye which puts it out of financial reach for
many rescues.

The majority of the money raised by Schnauzerfest has been
given to the Diana Brimblecombe Animal Rescue Centre
(DBARC), an independent rescue which every year takes in many
animals including saved breeding dogs. 

They often have complex physical and psychological problems
and it can be many months with lots of veterinary treatment and
rehabilitation before they are well enough to be adopted.
Schnauzerfest fundraising takes away much of the financial
worry for DBARC. 

This enables the dogs to receive all necessary care, so they begin
their new lives with the best chance possible at good health and
in those cases where it’s possible, with restored eyesight.

I began Schnauzerfest after adopting Susie-Belle, my first rescue
dog after she’d spent six months in the care of DBARC. She’d
survived eight years in a puppy farm being forced to supply the
lucrative trade in puppies. It nearly killed her.

She had multiple health problems when rescued including a
prolapsed, infected womb, dreadful skin, eye, ear and mouth
infections; she had cataracts in both eyes, was emaciated, almost
bald and had no trust of humans nor recognition of kindness,
having experienced a lifetime of neglect and cruelty.

DBARC gave her all the treatment she needed, including cataract
surgery so that by the time she came to me, she was a dog well
on the way to living a far more normal life. One with sight and
reasonably good health for the four years we shared before she
died in 2015.

‘Schnauzerfest is Susie-Belle’s legacy,
everything we do, we do in her memory’ 

Schnauzerfest is very much a collective effort. It’s a simple idea
executed by many people every year.

Volunteers organise walks in their local areas in October and
December, following a simple model. We keep everything
straightforward for hosts and those taking part in the walks - the
aim is to have fun being out walking with our dogs, something
puppy farm dogs are denied.

For Susie-Belle her happiest moments in our early months
together when everything was alien to her, were when she was
out walking. 

She could be herself, a normal dog, using her senses, enjoying
fresh air, with the freedom to potter about and do as she wanted.
Schnauzerfest walks celebrate this simple pleasure which dogs
bring us and which we share with them.

With the level of success and fundraising which Schnauzerfest
has achieved comes a serious responsibility. We must ensure
that what we’ve created together with Schnauzerfest continues
to do what we always set out to achieve: to support and facilitate
excellent rescue work and to educate on puppy farming.

So it was decided earlier this year that the time had come for us
to apply to the Charity Commission of England and Wales to
register Schnauzerfest as a charity. 

We’re delighted that after months of work and patiently waiting
to hear, at the end of October it was confirmed that the
application was approved and Schnauzerfest became a registered
charity.

This is brilliant news for everyone who supports our aims and
what Schnauzerfest does every year for dogs. Being a registered
charity means that everything we’ve done so far will continue,
but with new avenues being open to us, even greater things will
now happen.

Our steadfast commitment to supporting the work of the Diana
Brimblecombe Animal Rescue Centre will remain and strengthen
as plans we’re working on become reality.

We will also be in the position to help others which meet our
requirements to receive a Schnauzerfest Grant. The fundraising
which every supporter of Schnauzerfest makes possible will
continue to pay for the veterinary treatment of dogs saved from
puppy farms and other bad backgrounds.

Each of the five Founding Trustees of Schnauzerfest have
personal experience of adopting dogs. The 'Schnauzerfest
Constitution' makes clear that our objectives include educating
the public on puppy farming and animal welfare and all Trustees
feel strongly that this must go alongside fundraising.

Continued on pages 18-19…
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That first year, all walks were held over one autumn weekend and
it was thought that around one or two thousand pounds might
be raised - the fund closed at almost £8000!

Since then, every year Schnauzerfest has grown, both in terms
of the money raised and in awareness of pet rescue and puppy
farming. Through grassroots support, Schnauzerfest has raised
over £206,000 in just six years.

Many dogs’ lives have been immeasurably improved and, in
some cases, saved by this phenomenal fundraising. 

The money goes towards paying veterinary bills for dogs in
rescue. In the main, they’ve been saved from puppy farms and
other bad breeding backgrounds.

What’s Schnauzerfest? Here about
the Schnauzer loving fundraisers
Schnauzerfest began life in 2014 as a social media based network of
Schnauzer loving people getting together for a series of fundraising 
dog walks around the UK.
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It turned out, after extensive - and expensive - investigations
which included a CT and MRI scan, that River was born with a
condition which affected the bones in her neck. The atlantoaxial
subluxation (AAI) causes neck pain, an abnormal holding of the
head position, weakness in the limbs or inability to use them.

The problem in the bones had been compressing her spinal cord
and could at any time have caused a catastrophic event ending
in paralysis. For a dog who had lived a number of years in the
stark, lonely world of a puppy farm, it must have been horrific.

Surgery was the only option for River. The odds given for her
surviving the surgery were scarily low. For a dog like River, in
rescue, with no possible insurance in place, the only option, if
donated funds weren’t available, would be to put her to sleep.

What Schnauzerfest fundraising offers a rescue like DBARC is
support when it is really needed. River’s treatment went ahead,
followed by months of rehabilitation. The final bill to save her life
came to around £10,000. This is what Schnauzerfest makes
possible and with its charitable status will continue to do in
greater ways for years to come.

Alongside me from the start with Schnauzerfest has been Kate
Mitchell, now a Trustee and Treasurer. She adopted Darla, foster
sister of River in 2018.

Kate explains her role and why Schnauzerfest is important.

“A Credit Manager by profession, I took a step back to less full-
on roles after redundancy which enabled me to get my longed-
for first Schnauzer, Rodders, in 2011. We’ve since added to our
family with Creggan in 2013 and Darla who was given the gift of
sight by Schnauzerfest 2017 funding.

“At our very first social Schnauzer walk, Rodders and I met
Susie-Belle. Through her and Janetta, I’ve learnt so much more
about the horrors of puppy farming, the need to spread
awareness and raise funds to deal with the aftermath.

“I came on board the day Janetta decided to set up Schnauzerfest
in 2014, when we thought it would be a one-off, perhaps raising
a grand or two! People loved the idea and we were asked to
repeat it.

“I beaver away behind the scenes, with my many spreadsheets,
keeping track and making things work and ensuring we're always
accountable. Schnauzerfest has grown year on year and I’m
excited by the opportunities offered by it being a registered
charity.”

While the main fundraising walks are held over an October
weekend, by popular demand we also have walks during our fun
Schnauzerfestive Season which runs from December 1st through
to January 6th.

Now in its second year, walks will be taking part around the
country, hosted by volunteers. We always welcome new hosts
who want to get involved either with our Schnauzerfestives or
our main October walks. Being a Schnauzerfest Host is fun and
makes Schnauzerfest possible, hosts return year after year,
everyone loves it!

Schnauzerfest 2020 will take place over 10th - 11th October.

For more ways to help Schnauzerfest and get involved, please
visit our website, you’ll also fund us across social media
platforms. SchnauzerfestUK on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

(Article source: K9)

Camilla Kinton, Trustee explains more.

“I have a lifelong love of dogs and Archie was my first Schnauzer,
after losing a Standard Poodle and a Welsh Terrier in the same
week. After watching a shocking TV programme on puppy
farming, the details of which stayed with me and really brought
home how horrific the industry is, I adopted Isla, one of the
fortunate few who get out of puppy farms. Sharing our life with
her, I recognised first-hand how deeply harmful puppy farming
is for dogs and wanted to get more involved in doing something
more to raise awareness.

“I got to know Janetta Harvey and adopted Mabel in Susie-Belle’s
memory. Following years of neglect in a puppy farm, Mabel was
in a dreadful state when rescued, both physical and emotional,
including losing an eye and having poor sight in her remaining
one.

“The financial support that Schnauzerfest offers those rescuing
and caring for dogs like Mabel and Isla is life-changing and I am
honoured to be a Trustee.”

The Charity will continue to run on a fully voluntary basis with
every penny going to help the dogs. Being a registered charity
helps to protect the money, the nationwide nature of
Schnauzerfest and what we do, and gives us even more
opportunity to push forward with educating the public.

While the level of fundraising which Schnauzerfest brings each
year is substantial, so are the veterinary bills which rescues face
today. Especially those like DBARC which take in dogs with
complex problems, the extent of which are often not initially
known.

River, a Miniature Schnauzer saved from a puppy farm in October
2017 illustrates this. As well as the typical infections, skin, dental
and psychological problems which DBARC are familiar with when
dogs come out of puppy farms, River had even more complicated
issues. It was to be several weeks before they were fully identified
by specialists.
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But all this is not for me. I’m ordering for my dog, Wolfie the
whippet. We’re at The Fox & Hounds in Theale, Berks, which last
week was named Britain’s most dog-friendly boozer.

It has a dedicated menu board for its four-legged punters, with
tasty specials and non-alcoholic tipples including Pawsecco and
Bottom Sniffer Beer. Tucked away on a country road, the cosy
interior seems nothing unusual.

But landlady Jayne Tisley and her partner Miles Teece have
created a doggy utopia where canine customers are treated as
well as the human locals. 

Jayne says: “We have doggy beds in front of the fire, different
sizes of water bowl to suit every breed, an outdoor dog paddling
pool and towels if they arrive muddy from a walk.

Lunchtime rush

“The pub also runs a Woofer of the Week competition where a
dog is featured as the profile picture on our Facebook page. 
I have people coming in and asking for their dogs to be chosen
- it’s a real honour.”

Jayne organises a dog show each summer, with proceeds going
to welfare charity the Dogs Trust, and even hosts dog birthday
parties. 

One owner drives two hours so their pet can spend his special
day there each year.

No size or shape of canine is off limits. In the space of five
minutes Wolfie meets Bear, a drooling, 14st St Bernard, and
dainty Susie the papillon, who is asleep on one of the beds beside
the fire.

Bear is a regular. Owners Chris and Kim Forbes have been
coming to the pub for their weekly coffee with him for two and a
half years. Kim, 52, says: 

“It’s become a tradition. As he’s got bigger, we were worried we
would have an issue, but he’s always welcome. “Every week we
say he’s going to see his Auntie Jayne and he knows it means
we’re going to the pub.”

Bear can join in all the activities on offer. His head is too big for
the doggie photobooth - a board they poke their head through to
be in a picture of the pub’s sign, showing a huntsman and
hounds.

But he loves the pub’s ice cream in summer and is a regular in
the paddling pool. Wolfie is just right for the photobooth, though,
and jumps in for a go after Jayne’s French bulldog shows the
way.

Other regulars include French bulldogs Debbie and Rodney, Jack
Russell Nerys and Basset hound Arthur - and the place is so
popular that a pet blogger visited from the US after hearing about
it on social media.

Continued on pages 22-23…

Paw me a large one: Britain’s 
most dog-friendly pub complete
with food menus, photobooth 
and beer called ‘Bottom Sniffer’  
I gaze at the menu board in front of me, wondering whether to opt for
sausages or chicken and veg. For drinks, there is a choice of beer or fizz
and, as at any country pub, a scrumptious selection of ice creams for
dessert.
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But how does Jayne keep up with all the yappy customers?

“I often end up taking table bookings with dog names, not
humans,” she says with a laugh, before turning to greet a new
arrival with a gravy bone from the ‘snack’ jar on the bar.

As the lunchtime rush then builds, dogs from far and wide pass
through the doors their number include Romanian rescue dog
Vivian, breezy golden labrador Bob and nervous pup Poppy, who
is guided in with a treat. All told, I count 15 dogs in the pub.

Slight scuffle

Poppy’s owner Melissa Nealon, 35, from Newbury, says: 
“We want her out with us all the time, so this pub is ideal.”

Meanwhile, Sarah Warwick, 46, and Mark Johnson 42, from
Reading, are debating between chicken and sausage for their
Jack Russell/Shih Tzu cross Cooper’s lunch. Sarah says: 

“It’s his first time here and he loves it.” But it is not just mutts
who have a ball - their owners get a warm welcome, too, and
make friends with each other.

Brenda Sandilands, who owns papillon Susie, values the
“personal touch”. 

She says: “You won’t find it anywhere else -they remember
names, orders and drinks.”

While I am impressed by the boozer, a better judge is Wolfie.
Since we arrived, he hasn’t stopped excitedly sniffing around,
and he has been showered with affection by staff and pubgoers.

He also tries out the indoor doggy tent, for hiding away if it is
too noisy, sips a £3 bottle of Bottom Sniffer Beer and investigates
the Woofer of the Week calendar, which show- cases the year’s
stars.

While most of our visit was peaceful, one slight scuffle did break
out near the door. But no problem - the bar staff weave in and
out of the excitable dogs all the time, carrying plates of food with
ease.

Mason, 18, who has worked at the pub for just over a month,
says: “It can be a bit crazy, especially when all the dogs see each
other. But I’ve always wanted to work with animals, so this is an
environment to experience.”

Indeed, Jayne sees how her staff love their unusual daily duties.
She says: “It’s a great incentive for the team, because they all
love dogs. When you come to work and stroke a dog it sets off
that happy feeling.”

Jayne’s and Miles’ inspiration for the pub grew out of their
frustration around a lack of dog-friendly options on offer in the
area. She says: “Dog- friendly is in the minority, so it’s important
to take a stand and say you can run a good pub and be dog-
friendly too.”

They won their prize as part of the fourth annual awards for pubs
that welcome dogs, run by rover.com, a network of pet sitters
and dog walkers.

Judges looked for selling points such as quiet spaces for pets,
the number of water bowls, beds and a place for muddy boots
and wet paws to be cleaned and dried.

But what about the most discerning judge of all? Full of beer and
biscuits, Wolfie falls into a post-pub slumber on the train. 
The Fox & Hounds has another satisfied canine customer.

Other top dog-friendly pubs and hotels

The Four Seasons Hotel, Perthshire Scotland.
Escape to the Scottish Highlands with your pooch in hand and
pay a visit to The Four Seasons hotel, equipped with stunning
views over Loch Earn and even a resident pet butler. 
The dedicated pet concierge service is sure to make your dog
feel like a VIP. From a specially created canine menu, to a pet-
sitting and walking service and even a pooch parlour, it will
definitely be a hit.

The Chequers Inn, Norfolk.
Situated on the beautiful Norfolk coast and surrounded by coastal
walks, beaches and sand dunes your dog will be in heaven whilst
staying at The Chequers Inn. With just a small extra fee to bring
your furry friend, the Inn will even supply treats and loan you
blankets to make your dog’s stay as comfortable as possible.

The Inn on the Lake, Lake District.
On the shores of Lake Ullswater, this Inn offers breath taking
surroundings with an abundance of country walks for you and
your pet to enjoy. The hotel also has a beautifully kept garden
with sweeping lawns, perfect for your dog to enjoy the great
outdoors and British weather.

No.15 Great Pulteney, Bath.
This quintessentially English boutique hotel in the heart of Bath
could be great for a city break for you and your dog. They happily
host up to two fairly small and well behaved dogs in a selection
of their rooms, for just a small extra charge.

Talland Bay Hotel, Porthallow Cornwall.
Enjoy a luxury Cornish break at Talland Bay, situated only
minute’s away from beautiful costal walks and beaches you
definitely won’t be short of walking routes to enjoy during your
stay. Dogs are welcome in all of the rooms (bar two) and on-site
cottages.

The King’s Arms, Gloucestershire.
Set in the quaint village of Didmarton, within the stunning
Cotswold countryside, The King’s Arms welcomes dogs to stay
free of charge. Beds, bowls and biscuits are all provided and your
pooch can even make friends with the resident Jack Russell while
enjoying a Snuffle Dog Beer. The Inn makes for a great base while
you and your dog enjoy long walks throughout the countryside.

The Fish Hotel, Cotswolds.
With its impeccable design and ideal location in the Cotswolds,
this hotel could be described as ‘the’ perfect place for a pet
friendly getaway. For a small extra charge the hotel offers a stay
for your dog in one of their eight cosy luxe rooms and two Hilly
Huts. Beds, bowls, treats and dog towels are offered to all dog
guests during their stay.

(Article source: Various)
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At home, Nathan’s life is run by his two dogs, Buddy and Buster.
We caught up with him to hear all about them.

Hi Nathan, thanks for chatting with us today. Hi! No problem.

I know you have two dogs, Buddy and Buster. I do.

Buddy’s the oldest, isn’t he, so let’s start with him. How did
he come into your life?

Well, I got him with my ex four years ago. We wanted a small
dog with a big personality. I didn’t want a tiny dog, like a
Chihuahua, but at the same time I didn’t want a really big dog,
like an Alsatian, so we did a lot of research and Frenchies seemed
to have the perfect balance of personality and size, and be exactly
what we were looking for really.

And when I met Buddy, I just fell in love with him and knew he
was the one instantly. In fact, he chose me too, to be fair. 
When I went to see him, all the other puppies were running
around and he, well, he had a bit of sass and attitude about him.
He was pushing the others out of the way to get to me so I picked
him up and he cuddled into me straight away and fell asleep.

You mentioned getting him with an ex. How did you decide
who kept Buddy when you split?

Well, he was always my dog. It was my decision initially to get a
dog and because of my bond with Buddy and practicalities and
stuff, it worked out best for him to stay with me. Plus I looked
after him more anyway.
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Buster’s also a Frenchie, so did you decide to get another
because you fell in love with the breed?

Yeah, exactly that. Buster’s the complete opposite of Buddy. 
I would say Buddy’s a human dog. He loves affection and
attention, he loves being cuddled and he’s very nosy. Whereas
Buster is quite a dog’s dog. He will play and he’ll play fetch, but
he’d much rather play with dogs.

Buster has a very big personality. I mean Buddy was quite
naughty when he was little but not to the extreme that Buster is.
(Laughs) Buster is the definition of a terrible toddler.

He’s housetrained now but he has his hiccups. The other day I
had a clothes delivery come, I brought it inside and ran to the
loo. I was gone maybe 45 seconds. By the time I came back, the
parcel was ripped up, the clothes were all over the floor and he
was just sitting in the middle of them like nothing was wrong.

Buster’s about six or seven months old now, isn’t he, so he’s
been with you a few months and there’s a bit of an age gap
between him and Buddy. What made now, or then, a good time
to get another dog?

I think with dogs you have to be responsible because dogs are
dependant on their owners, or parents, for life, so I didn’t want
to make an irresponsible decision and if I’d have got another dog
two years ago, it wouldn’t have been the right time. Whereas now
I’m very stable, I’m very secure in what I’m doing so it just
seemed like the perfect time and then when I met Buster I was
like ‘wow, I’m taking you home’.

Even though he is naughty, he is just like my little shadow.
Everywhere I go, he goes. If I get up to go for a drink of water
he’ll come with me to tap. If I go in the bath, he tries to get in the
bath. If I go in the shower, he likes to jump in the shower with
me. He’s just everywhere. I love it.

How do you think he’ll cope when you go into the ‘Geordie
Shore’ house?

Well, luckily my dogs have a very good relationship with my
mum. She treats them like they’re her grandchildren so I know
they’ll both be in safe, capable hands when I’m filming and they
love seeing their Nana so it’s great for her as well.

Did you grow up with dogs?

Yeah, we always had dogs in our family, the majority have been
rescued. I remember our first ever dog was a Labrador and he
was lovely, we had him while he was moving homes. Then we
had a big Alsatian called Prince. He came to us from one of my
mum and dad’s close friends. They were moving abroad so we
took Prince on.

Then there was Dexter the Dalmatian, we had him for a long time
and he was great. And then my mum rescued a big French Bull
Mastiff, he was absolutely massive, from a broken home. He was
quite a poorly dog, bless him. So we rescued him and gave him
the best life he could have had. Considering his size, he was the
size of a horse, everyone was scared of him but he was the most
loving and affectionate animal. He was great with kids, he loved
to cuddle and snuggle right into you. He loved to be up in your
business, he was great.

My mum has two dogs now. We rescued a Husky 14 years ago
from the Dogs Trust, Nanook, I love her. I feel like I talk about
her like she’s my sister (laughs) and recently my mum adopted
a Shih Tzu cross.

My mum works in a care home and there was a lady living there
and they were close. Unfortunately, she was coming to pass and
she wanted someone to take Dora on and give her a home. 
So my mum being the dog lover that she is, was like ‘we need to
take her’ so now Dora’s a part of the family as well.

That’s a beautiful thing to do, to give someone peace of mind
like that, knowing that their dog will be cared for and part of a
family.

We touched on how Buddy and Buster will cope with you being
away filming for ‘Geordie Shore’. You were also on ‘Celebs Go
Dating’ a few months back so you like to be busy. What is it
about these particular reality shows that have drawn you to
them?

I think in an ideal world everyone would like to do a job that they
love and I think if you can do a job where you can be yourself
24/7 then, I mean, it’s not a difficult thing to do. Doing reality TV
allows me to be authentic, it allows me to be myself. I’ve been
doing it for a while now so I must be good at being me (laughs).

I just think, people still want to watch so why not still do it while
I can. And I think it’s important to show real-life situations too
for people to be relatable.

Growing up I didn’t think I had anyone that was relatable to me.
When I was about 12, everyone I sort of did relate to was 30 or
40 years old, so there was a massive age gap.

I think being young and a guy, I can be myself and be relatable
to the younger generation so if they’re going through something,
they might be able to relate more easily to me.

Continued on pages 26-27…

‘My dogs are my world’: Interview
with MTV’s Nathan Henry   
Nathan Henry is one of MTV’s most recognisable faces. A star of their hit
show ‘Geordie Shore’, he recently appeared on E4’s ‘Celebs Go Dating’.
He admits that although he’s grown up on reality TV, there’s a
vulnerability to appearing on the dating show.
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‘Geordie Shore’ and ‘Celebs Go Dating’ are quite different and
some people have said that you came across a bit different on
‘Celebs Go Dating’, is that because the environments are so
different or because we’ve seen you grow up on ‘Geordie
Shore’ over the years?

The set up is completely different and I do think it’s a case of the
environment being different. ‘Celebs Go Dating’ was much more
relaxed. It wasn’t centred around my actual life, it was all about
dating. And I think dating’s a vulnerable thing to do, so there was
a vulnerability and rawness to it that you don’t get on ‘Geordie
Shore’.

I’m grateful to the show for allowing me to show my vulnerability.
It showed that I’ve got depth, I’m not one dimensional. I think I
was 23 when I joined ‘Geordie Shore’ (Nathan’s first season aired
in 2015) so I’ve naturally grown up and matured on the show
over the years. I think on the new series you’ll see I’m very similar
to the person I am on ‘Celebs Go Dating’, it’s just a case that I’ve
grown and evolved and I’m kind of aware of what I’m doing now.

Aside from your TV work, I know you have a pet fashion
business, Buddy and Me. Did you always want to do something
like this or did Buddy inspire it?

Buddy really did inspire it. I knew I wanted to something with
one of my best friends and Buddy is my best friend. A lot of
celebrities go into similar types of businesses, clothing, for
example, but I wanted to do something completely different. 

Not many celebrities have their own dog brand so I thought
‘that’s what I want to do’ and I have the best and most beautiful
model in Buddy.

People always say ‘don’t work with children or dogs’. 
We obviously disagree. How do you find working with Buddy
and now Buster?

Buddy’s such a loving and caring dog, he’s such a respectful dog
and he’s very obedient. And because I’m always taking pictures,
he knows when to put the act on and pose so working with him
is a dream because he listens to photographers, he sits, he
stares, he’s so good. He does an hour fine, then I’ve got to trick
him into doing stuff with treats (laughs).

(Laughs) That’s part of the reason we always have treats and
toys on hand at our shoots. You never know when you need to
bring out a bit of bribery.

Yes (laughs). Treats always work. Buddy loves balls but still
hasn’t figured out how to play fetch properly. He’ll bring it back
but won’t give it to you so you have to wrestle with him to get it.
I mean it does make the game funnier, but still.

Buster must still be learning the ropes though, being a
youngster? Yes, he needs some training (laughs). He needs to
watch Buddy and follow his example because that boy just does
what he wants.
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I always say that these are probably questions you won’t have
been asked before - and probably won’t be again - so we can
have some fun. If you were to swap roles with one of your dogs
for a day, who would you choose to swap with and why?

I’d swap with Buster because I want to know what goes through
his head when he’s destroying everything and I’d love to know
what he’s thinking when get gets caught doing something
naughty.

Buddy does this funny thing though. Whenever Buster is doing
something naughty, Buddy will run towards me and sit by my
leg. So whenever he does that I’m like ‘what’s Buster doing?’ and
I’ll go to find him. But when I go to find him he runs behind the
curtain and hides so he thinks I can’t see him, but his whole
backend is sticking out so I’ll say ‘I can see you, Buster’. It’s so
funny. I’d love to know what’s going through his head when he
does that.

That’s so funny. How do you think Buster would cope with
being you for the day? (Laughs) I don’t think he would be able
to cope. I travel back and forward a lot, I don’t think he’d cope
with that. His attention span would mean we wouldn’t get any
work done and he’d probably destroy a lot more things than he
should.

We ask all of our celebrities this question, it’s all in the name
of fun. Based on personalities alone, which breeds of dog
come to mind when you think of these celebrities and why?

Marnie Simpson - A Chihuahua, definitely. Her whole family of
Chihuahuas is just incredible. And Marnie has a temper like a
Chihuahua as well.

Pete Wicks - I think he’d be an Alsatian. He’s quite an alpha male,
isn’t he? He’s also very nice to look at and he’s authoritative so
yeah, Alsatian.

Vicky Pattison - A Poodle that’s got a full bouffant comes to mind
for Vicky. She holds herself very well and Poodles are very glam
and very pristine, they’re quite a regal dog, aren’t they.

Chris Taylor - From ‘Love Island’? Because of his hair, I think
he’d be an Afghan Hound (laughs).

And what about you, what breed of dog would you be and why?

I’m obsessed with Frenchies, but if I wasn’t a Frenchie, I think I
would probably be a Dobermann because they do look quite
intimidating but they’re actually soft and loving, and they have a
great coat (laughs).

Moving onto our quick-fire questions, are you ready? What do
you do as a dog dad that slightly embarrasses you - or them -
but you’ll keep doing it anyway?

I speak to my boys in a ridiculous voice and do you know what,
I’m not even embarrassed about it. I do it in public as well,
doesn’t matter if we’re in the park, on the street or on a train.

What’s it like? Buster gets a baby voice and Buddy gets a voice
that’s a bit more grown up, but still like he’s a child. I smother
them with love (laughs). If they do anything remotely cute, it
makes me cry. That’s quite embarrassing (laughs).

When you talk to them, have you pictured in your mind what
kind of accent they’d have? Yes. Buddy’s got a very deep voice
and Buster’s got a yappy voice and I think he’s French.

Where is Buddy and Buster’s favourite place in the world to
be?

Buddy’s would be lying with his head on my pillow and actually
in my bed asleep. He’s a really lazy dog, you know. I wake up at
six o’clock in the morning and he’ll growl at me as if to say ‘go
back to bed’ until he’s ready to get up and I’m like ‘no, Buddy,
we need to go to the toilet, it’s time to get up’. So he’ll run outside
and go for a wee but then he’ll run straight back to bed and go
back to sleep.

I think Buster’s favourite place to be would be any muddy puddle.
If we go for a walk, especially if he’s just been cleaned, he’ll look
at the puddle, look at me and then he’ll walk slowly towards it
and I’ll be like ‘don’t do it, Buster’ but he’ll already be rolling
around it in.

(Laughs) He’s going to keep you on your toes, isn’t he? What
do you think is the most important life lesson we can learn
from dogs?

To always be grateful for everything you have and to love as hard
as you can because dogs love with all of their heart and I think
that’s something that humans should all do.

Finish the following sentence, my dogs are... my world.

This is always a tough question so you might need some time
to think about it, but if you could ask your boys one question
and one question only, what would you ask and what do you
think they’d say?

Oh, this is interesting. Let me think. I wouldn’t want to ask them
if they love me because if they said ‘no’ I’d be gutted (laughs).
I think I’d ask them ‘are you happy with your home and is there
anything I can do to improve it for you?’ and I think Buddy would
say ‘no, it’s perfect, I love it’.

Buster, on the other hand, would probably say ‘can I have more
things to destroy and more things to chew, and please stop
putting the child gate on because I want to chew the bannister’.

Many thanks, Nathan!

(Article source: K9)



Cat Hospice - Giving palliative care
to sick cats
Cat Hospice is a small charity dedicated to cats living with FIV and is
named after one of it’s first residents, ‘Strompus’ - a pretty little long-
haired feral cat, who sadly died on Christmas Eve in 2011.
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Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV) is similar to HIV / Aids in
humans, in that it effects the immune system. With careful
healthcare, these cats can live happy and healthy lives, so we feel
that it should not automatically result in a death sentence. 
Most of our FIV cats are feral but some, like Tom, pictured above,
are friendly pets who have just got into a bit of bother. Domestic
cats with FIV can be rehomed in some circumstances.  Tom (who
came from Watford) went to live as a companion to another FIV
positive cat in the North East. All our FIV cats are neutered,
microchipped, wormed and vaccinated.

There are many cats in our care who live in our Cat Hospice
who are very sick. Cats just like these… 

‘Tiger’

Tiger was abandoned on the street of a
busy market town when his owners
moved house.  Frightened and hungry,
he found his way to the home of a lady
who fed him until we were able to take
him in. Tiger was terribly matted and
extremely thin, and he had to be fully
shaved because of how matted his coat
was.

After some time and a lot of love, we got him well and happy and
a lovely coat. His health wasn’t to last however, as some time
later he developed lymph cancer, and needed a course of
Chemotherapy. It was a difficult time for him, as the
chemotherapy did take it out of him and make him sleep a lot.
After two weeks of treatment, when he stopped taking them, his
condition improved drastically, and he was in remission. This
was 3 years ago now. Tiger’s health will always be a problem, as
he is a fragile boy, but he fought cancer and won. He has to
remain at the rescue in a flat on site because of his sensitive
nature and possible future vet costs. He loves relaxing on a comfy
bed and still plays with toys even at his advanced age.

Cat Hospice needs help to care for all these other cats:

‘Kiska’. This little FIV positive girl came from the same feral
colony as Strompus.

‘Wilton’. This rather handsome young chap came from a factory
site in the North East, thanks to the Cat Orphanage. As he is FIV
positive, we were happy to care for him at our Cat Hospice. 

‘Gillan’. Long haired tabby female Gillan is a feral cat living with
FIV. 

‘Secret’. Secret is about 3 years old and is one of our domestic
FIV boys. 

‘Whiskers’. Whiskers is a friendly boy who is living with FIV.

As you can see, all of these beautiful cats have their own unique
character. They all need looking after so Cat Hospice can give
them the best possible care through their final years of life.

To donate to Cat Hospice, please write to: Raisemore,
Unit 1, Alton Road Industrial Estate, Ross-on-Wye HR9 5NB

Not yet made your Will? Already have a Will, but is it enough?
Get yours checked now. FARPLACE ANIMAL RESCUE have
arranged a free Will making service at no cost to you or the
charity.

Just call McClure Solicitors on Freephone 0800 852 1999 and
mention Farplace Animal Rescue.

Kiska Wilton Gillan Secret Whiskers

Registered Charity No: 1126812 (England & Wales) 
Registered Charity No: SCO47720 (Scotland)


